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THE important sub‘ject of cheap passages, to
which the annexed Letter refers, presses on
the attention of the landed proprietary, as the

-season for emigration draws on, when thou-

sands of our countrymen are cortemplating

‘removal from’ our shores, to others more in-

viting, or less densely populated. We should
be indeed .glad to:see a greater number direct-

ing their views towards South Australia; butfl
" we_ have reason to believe that muny are pre-
.paring to go thither, and that many more
.would accompany them, but. for the cost of a
‘long<voyage, and the - consequent diminution
‘of a capital which, presérved intact, might, on

arrival, give a fair prospect of success to well
directed industry. The competition among

-shipping has, we are aware, reduced-almost

to a minimum the rate 'of passage ; but it may
we think’ be possible to make arrangements by
which the emigrant may be saved unnecessary

.outlay for luxuries to which he has not been

accustomed, and: which he does not require,
and thus his expences may be reduced. Such

- arrangements are sometimes made, especially:

where a large party embark together; but the
emigrant does not koow this fact; mnor even
that ships are sailing for Adelaide, while
owners and brokers will not advertize them
in the only direct channel of communication.
Perhaps one of these gentlemen will take up
the point, and énable us to give some precise
information upon it. In the meantime we
would recommend persons desirous of going
out, and not knowing how to set about it, to
apply to the Secretary of the South Australian
Society,* who will put them in the easiest and
most direct way of obtaining their object.
Parties baving -small capitals are reminded,
that the: South' Australian Company, and
many prxvate mdwxduals are prepared to make
advances to parti¢s leasing their land, in sums
proportionate to the settler’'s own means, and
generally sufficient to replace the amount ex-
pended on ‘the ' passage out. We have no
room for further remark. - In the present num-
ber the agriculturist. will find letters from
experienced . farmers in the colony; and we
articularly call attention to an article on
encing-in, the first of a series of such, by men
of practical acquaintance with the subjects
on which they propose to treat. -

* 33, Great Winchester Street, Broad Street, London.

To the Editor of the South Australian News.

: 10th February, 1843.

Sir,—TFrom having had occasion to cross the ‘Atlantic
and visit Quebee; New York, &c. I am aware that as
the season approaches there will be thousands of valua-
ble members of the' British community who will quit
the kingdom in'‘the hope of improving their condition
in lifte. They will consist of farmers’ labourers, gar-
deners, nurserymen; carpenters, joiners, smiths, brick-
ayers, &c.; they will possess from £5 to £10 each;
some from £15 to £20, with a wife and child; and they
would, many of them, be glad to proceed to-South Aus-
tralia. Cuan.you put.them in a way how to get thither?

There will also bé men accustomed to farming in all
its branches, with' from £150 to £300, and five or six
sons and daughters.. - They can remove themselves to
the United States; with- their families, for £20 or £30,
and there obtain sniall farms, but they would prefer ré~
maining British subjects. They will quit the king-
dom this season; go tg the frozen regions and inter-
minable woods of Canada, many of them will not.
Can you put them in a-way how to get to South Aus-
tralia without expending half their capital on the
voyage, and thus depriving- themgelves of the means of
commencing with a small farm?

Population is wealth: ‘and it would be a patriotic
and philanthropic act to save the dissipation of so much
natlon;\l wealth. The n unbcr of British subjects who
possess. froth L0 6 22 “or £300, and of excellent
workmen, who arrivé at the ports of the United States
every season, is very great, and some return’ with
blighted prospects. If by the reduction of the amount
of passage, this tide of emigration could be turned into
South Australia ; it would greatly improve the interests
of the colony, and the prospects of the landowners. The
reduction of the cost of passage is a great object. Free
passage tempts unsuitable persons to proceed to the
colonies : but this would afford facilities to persons well
adapted to proceed thither. Your eyé has been ele-
vated so much to large capitalists, that you have over-
looked the valuable class of individuals here alluded to.

A CONSTANT READER
Of the South Australian News.

FENCING-IN IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

TuE fencing of the country-sections being an impor-
tant step in the improvement of new land in the-
colonies, and this being a subject, on which apprehen-
sion has been felt by intending settlers, as to the
supposed great outlay required,—the following few
observations have been penned by a colonist returning
to South Australia, who has had good opportunities,
in a three years residence, of acquainting himself with
the entire detail of the matter. The usual custom is,
to enclose the land in large blocks, and sub-divisions
are seldom necessary, save on farms where the breeding
of particular stock is a main object of attention. To
speak then of the modes and expenses of fencing land-
in sections of eighty acres. Artificial drainage being
but seldom necessary, ditching is not oftén resorted to,
being the most expensive, and requiring the greatest
after-attention ; but, in general, timber-fencing is found
to be the most economical and effectual method for the
gettler to adopt; of course, a hedge should be sown
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or plantad within the fence, if he is desirous of per-
manently improving his land.

There are many varieties of timber fences, but the
writer of these observations will confine his notice to
two of the most important, post and rail, and what is
sometimes called *kangaroo” fencing; the term (de-
rived from the chief—indeed almost the only—animal
for chase in the colony) is applied also to a species of
grass; and signifies, in both cases, something tall,
straight and strong: the kangaroo grass is particularly
stately in appearance, and where a plot of it is suffered
to grow, untouched by the cattle, it bears some re-
semblance to a field of wheat; especially when the
sun of an Australian November begins to ripen its
seeds,and to give to the prairie the rich look of harvest.

The stringy-bark tree, which is found growing in the
hills, in most parts of the colony, is that which is most
worked by the ¢ splitters,” whether for posts and rails,
or for “ finer stuff.” Though the forests adjacent to the
well settled districts, have been thinned of their best
trees, yet, by going a few miles back, the men employed
in this pursuit have no difficulty in supplying their
customers. Posts and rails are, in general, sold
“lying at the stump,” and their price may be stated at
fifteen shillings per hundred; of course, both the
posts and the rails are in the rough state, just as they
are split out; the price, in May, 1842, was certainly
down as low as twelve shillings, or even, in some parts
of the country, at ten shillings; but an increasing
demand, and a diminishing supply (within convenient
limits) will, ere this have raised the value of splii
timber to a degree more commensurate with the toil—
uncertainty and privations of alife in the “stringy-bark
tiers.” The expense of cartage, is about fifteen
shillings per hundred, when the timber is not more
than six or seven miles from the settlers station, and
when it is much more distant, he should hesitate in
adopting this kind of fence; the ¢ putting up ” may be
‘estimated at ten or twelve shillings per hundred, but
the usual method of reckoning is by the rod,—one
hundred pieces occupying ten rods, the panels con-
sisting of three close bottom-rails and one top-rail,
fixed by rough mortices in the posts, and each panel
being 8} feet in length, from post to post: the whole
expense of inclosing eighty acres in a block, with a
post and four-rail fence, is about ninety pounds: viz.,
4500 pieces at two pounds per hundred.

Where stringy-bark is distant, and the gum trees in
the neighbourhaod appear not to split well—as few of
them do—an “upright or kangaroo fence” is the best
in most cases; this costs about 2s. 6d. or 3s. per rod—
somewhere about seventy pounds per section, and the
cartage, which I have not included in this calculation,
is not expensive, as the dwarf and sapling timber,
which may be on or near the land, may be worked up
for the purpose. This fence consists of pieces of
timber, split or whole, as straight as can be procured,
(the casuarina, or, as the colonists term it, the * she-
oak,” is good for this purpose) these picces are cut to
seven feet in length, placed close and wupright in a
trench two feet deep, are well rammed, and have rough
battens, often of wattle saplings, nailed along the top,
to give support to the whole. Thenails form a con-
siderable item (not reckoned above) in the expense, and
the fence can hardly be supposed to last solong, as one
composed of posts and rails, from so much of its ma-
terial being placed in the ground, where it may rot,
although that process may be delayed and modified
by charring the butt-ends of the pieces.

Both these modes of inclosure are of a neat appear-
ance, and ought to be strong enough to resist the push
of cattle, and high enough (about 4-ft. 9-in.) to prevent
their leaping over into the wheat grounds, or breaking
out from their own paddocks, when they are thus con-
fined. The bottom rail ought also to be close, to bar
all ingress of sheep or pigs. Stock-yards ought to have

five or six rails, and the top rail a¢ least 6ft. from the
ground. The timber also requires to be of extra
strength and size. There are also the ditch-bank and
one rail, the “ American or log fence,” the ¢ sapling or
long rail,” the “ rough upright,” without battens and
finally the “ crooked or dog-leg fence.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter from Mr. Crartes T. HewitrT, of Onkaparinga,

To the Directors of the South Australian Company.

OXENBERRY FARM,
Onkaparinga, South Australia.

Gentlemen,—I find that this colony with others
belonging to Great Britain, has not only engaged the
attention of private individuals, but that collective bo-
dies have assembled to devise the best means of alle-
viating the distress at home, while assisting the
progress of the settlers abroad: amongst the number
we find two parties actively engaged, the one perform-
ing the duty devolving on us all, which is, to do
the best in our power for ourselves and others; the
other acting only for self, not regarding the injury
others may receive. And men have written on this,
and I have no doubt on other colonies who have
never known anything themselves, or if they have
known, because they did not realize their expectations,
or because they were holding a situation of pounds,
shillings and pence, they threw aside truth, or lent
themselves to anything to forward their purposes. Hav-
ing myself been entirely and actively engaged on the
land of South Australia, since Dec. 1839, I trust I
may now be allowed to know something of the healthi-
ness of the climate, productiveness of the soil, and
suitableness of the seasons for agricultural purposes.
If this colony were only to be a pastoral one, but few
people would suffice ; but Britain wants relief by the
emigration of thousands, and therefore we must look to
agriculture, or manufactures, or something to give
labour. And I would say that this colony has land
enough for thousands to be engaged on, in raising a
provision for man and beast. With regard to the
healthiness of the climate, myself, wife, and eight chil-
dren have since we arrived, been entirely free from fever,
and but few have experienced even a cold; we have had a
little tooth ache, and a slight attack of rheumatism, not
as much as when I was in England ; nearly all new ar-
rived emigrants experience a running of the eyes dur-
ing the first summer. Since my residence here, there
have been from Encounter Bay, Currency Creek,
Wyponga, Willonga, and Noarlunga, in a distance of
thirty-five miles, and a population of more than four
hundred souls ; seven deaths at Noarlunga ; one man
was drowned in the river, one man had a dray wheel
pass over him, and a girl died of diarrheea soon after
she arrived from the ship and Adelaide ; at Wil
longa are interred, two men of diarrhea; one man
of consumption, brought with him from England;
one man died suddenly: we have a doctor living at
Willonga, for nine months past, and he tells me, he
has not had a case of fever, or any disease he can call
colonial, but diarrheea, and that but slightly.

With regard to cattle and sheep no country can be
better, we scarcely hear of a disorder in cattle, some of
the cows have dead calves, this no doubt arises from
being herded in small yards ; many oxen are killed with
hard work, and taking heavy loads of wood from the tiers.
The sheep, if they die, it is chiefly with bad t{reatment
or none at all, for scab, which disorder has abounded in
this colony, but I trust it is lessening; attention and
application I believe might eradicate it from the land.
My sheep have been, and are entirely clean, as well as
many other flocks. The horses generally suffer and
many die, from hard work, being fast and long rid-
den after wandering cattle, this will be partly amended
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by the land being fenced in, and our oxen and cows
kept at home.

With regard to the productiveness of the soil, I have
seen three harvests, the one at my arrival was gather-
ing in, T have ploughed and reaped two years, and am
now ploughing the third. There are three distinct
soils, black, red, and white; they are not confined to
valley or hill, we find them in various and different
parts of the country, and sometimes within the space
of a few yards; some part of each, works well; at
other places, it has clay intermixed, that makes it
work hard and stubborn. The black and red are pre-
ferred ; the white retains a sand, and clay, that binds it
hard, in summer and winter it is in some places quite
a bog; a great quantity of the land has only the wat-
tle tree growing on it, something like the laurel leaf in
England, about ten feet high, from four to six feet
diameter, grows fast, and scon decays when cut, from
two to six hundred per acre; many of the tlats are from
‘a quaiter to three-quarters of a mile broad, and many
miles long, with no timber, at other places more or less
large gum trees; some of these flats during a few
months in winter, are flooded with water, and injured
for want of draining ; with a moderate quantity of rain,
they are full of beautiful grass and flowers; some of
the slopes and hills contain a deep and rich soil of
black and red loam, with more or less timber of gum,
she-oak, honey-suckle, and walttle, and some is very
heavy timbered ; some of the slopes and plains are
sandbanks, covered with bushy shrubs; and some of
the highest hills, are iron stone, covered with stringy
bark trees. In the flats, and some of the slopes and
hills, the grass is thickly bedded; in many parts,
the fires have been so constant, the very roots are
burnt, that is but here and there a bushment, I have
known some parts hurnt twice this year, and no doubt
before the English had a settlement here, it was burnt
every year by the natives, to enable them to travel, and
procure their food; and I find where the fires have not
been, the last year, on our resident sections, the grass
is getting better in quality, and greater in quantity.
Tucerne grows naturally, and in the broken-up land
many of the Euglish weeds are making their appear-
ance ; with regard to the sweed turnips, and mangle-
wurzle, they grow well.

Corn, the staff of life, grows well, but very little of
the land has as yet been managed as we have been
accustomed to in Devonshire ; the land has not
generally been half broken, we find in ploughing it
often turns up like mildew, for want of heing exposed
to sun and air ; and I have no doubtin some instances,
this produces smut; we find where the land is ploughed
deep, and sown in season, the corn to grow long and
strong, both in stalk and ear; yet it does not carn as
well as T have seen it on some of the best land in Eng-
land, but on the average much better, and more than
the general crops in Devon; we have no rust or mil-
dew, the stalk is very bright, and the samples very fine,
when not cut too green ; the barley resembling cheva-
lier in England ; oats have not generally done so well 3
potatoes have beci but partially good, 1 think we have
but seldom broken the ground deep enough, for the
root. No doubt remains with experienced men here, of
the capabilies of this colony for grain. In this district,
C, a great quantity of lime stone is found, near the
surface, of a very soft nature, and when exposed to the
air, moulders to dust, and I believe will benefit the
crop ; another reason why the land will continue to
produce a greater number of years, than in England,
is, nothing grows unless buried under the surface, and
after harvest nothing grows, till the wet season comes on
again, so that the land hath rest every year, different
from the wet climates.

It will be asked by some, why not break-up, or manage
as well as in England? There are so many other things
to employ the hands, such as building, fencing, watching
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sheep, herding cattle, and finding a good crop, by such a
system, that till building and fencing are mord done, it
will not generally be otherways. With regard to
the suitableness of the seasons, none can exceed them;
as to seed time, once the land broken-up, we can
generally plough and sow, but very few days prevented
by wet, none by frost and snow; and at harvest, some
days we may find it very hot in the middle of the day,
but it seldom remains more than two or three days,.
together, and the less labour bestowed on it the better;
it is, cut and carried away, as fust as we can; if ripe, the
sooner carried, the less waste, and nothing to fear, as
there is nothing but the corn—no weeds of any kind.
Much waste has been experienced by thrashing out of
doors, having no barns, but I hesitate not to say, that I
fully believe, that this will in a few years, be one of
the best agricultural countries in the world, It will
again be asked-—how come such reports and accounts
from parties whom we must believe, that they have
either spent or lost all their capital, and not u good
word can they say of the colony? To answer all such
reports, I will not attempt, but if any person will
send me any question, I shall be glad to give an
answer. I will now state the chief hinderances in
carrying out our intentions :—1st the high price of
wages, both of mechanics and other labour.—2nd the in-
experienced labourers in husbandry, the high price of
oxen, horses, sheep, as well as jimplements for farming
operations, to what they are now worth j two years ago,
four oxen would fetch eighty pounds, this year they
have been bought for thirty; then sheep were forty
shillings, now ten to fifteen shillings each, when those
things can be bought on par, there is nothing to fear.
I find that many arrive here, with land orders, and are
disappointed, in finding that the greatest part of the
best land, within a moderate distance of the Town, is
bought up by parties in England; this is true, of course
those who had the first choice,took what they thought the
best, either themselves, or their agents that were here;
although the best land is taken or bought up, it is not
vet all occupied, and leases can be obtained from the
South Australian Company, and others, on much more
advantageous terms, for farmers of small capital, than
purchasing the land, that is now situated suitably for
them. We find by the public prints, that plans are
devising, for sending out a great quantity of people,
from the thickly peopled districts, which must be chiefly
manufacturers. They would do well to Imow there is
no manufactory here, this is yet an agricultural coun-
try, there is plenty of good land, and if they are sent
out, they should ask how they are to be provided for, till
they can provide for themselves ; they willhave to learn
farming labour, this has been one cause of so much
exclaiming against this colony already.

Trusting this simple statement may find a place in
some of the public papers, for the information of those
who may be rent, priest, or tax ridden in Great Britain,
that they may know what they may expect in this much
talked of country,

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient and humble Servant,

CHARLES T. HEWETT.

To the South Australian Company, London.
May 24th, 1842.

The following Letter from a settler in South Austra-
lia, to his Father, resident in Paisley, is well worthy
perusal. ‘The names of the parties have been commu-
nicated to us, and every reliance may be placed on the
statements it contains. The writer would, it is said,
be called a keen farmer in Scotland. He writes on
the 28th July last, that he had in about 66 acres of

wheat, great part of it covering the clod, and that there
had been a great abundance of rain, which had made
‘pasturage good for cattle and sheep.






