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In presenting to our readers the number com-
pleting our second volume, we are bound to
offer our grateful acknowledgements to those
friends who have so steadily supported our
endeavours to spread useful information; a
support which will encourage us in fresh

‘efforts to make this little paper worthy their

patronage, and inviting to all who wish for a
full and faithful representation of the progress
and prospects of South Australia.

Our limited space precludes the discussion
of many questions bearing on its welfare, but
we have never failed to call attention to
matters of real importance, and have at all
times sought o promote the interests of a
colony which we consider peculiarly success-
ful, without prejudicing the claims of other
settlements on public attention. The Sourn
AvusTrarLiaNn NEws having been carried on
without any view to profit, will not admit of
a large expenditure in advertising ; its con-
ductors would, therefore, earnestly beg those
who approve of its objects and feel concerned
for its success, to lose no opportunity of
making it known to their friends, and more
particularly to persons intending emigration,
for whose advantage it is especially designed.

To make room for a full account of the
South Avstralian Dinner, and fulfill our
promise to our subscribers of two Supple-
ments in the course of the year, we have
considerably enlarged the present number.

Tue Sultana, Captain Lyell, the first wool
ship of the season, arrived this week, direct
from the colony with 1,053 bales of wool,
hides, timber, &c. &c.  Four other ships were
loading for London in the colony, and may be
expected to bring about 1,500 bales of wool,
oil, wheat, &c., and other produce. The
papers represent the harvest as having been
very abundant ; the crop had, however, been
over estimated, and it was not probable that
much would remain for exportation, after a
due provision for home consumption and for
the next seed time. The unemployed labour
had been entirely: absorbed, and not more
than 211 persons were receiving government
assistance, consisting of the sick and their
families, widows, orphans, and others of that
class. Great fears are entertained that there
will be a scarcity of labour during the present
year, unless a body of labouring emigrants

'speedy recovery,” ¢ His. Royal Highness

should arive from England ; of this our readers
are aware, there is no present prospect,
unless Government will now come forward,
and by replacing some portion of the sum
taken from the Emigration Fund, save the
colony from so great an injury as it must
receive should its increased production be
checked by the want of labour. Governor
Grey, in his * Official Retrospect for 1842,”
published in another columnu, expressed him-
self most strongly on this point, and we trust
his dispatches to Lord Stanley are equally
urgent. We commend the document referred
to, with the remarks on the same subject
from the Adelaide papers, to the serious
attention of our friends; who will see that
it is a matter requiring early attention. The
warm feeling manifested at the Dinner of the
Friends of South Australia, is highly en-
couraging, and leads us to expect that a
more lively and active interest in the affairs
of the province will in future be exhibited by
the home proprietary. A good report of the
excellent speeches delivered on this interest-
ing occasion will be welcome to those who
could not attend the meeting, and we have
devoted a considerable gpace to as full an
account of the proceedings ‘as we have been
able to procure. We have heared many
persons express a wish that this Dinner
should be repeated annually, with a view of
strengthening the public interest in the pro-

gress of the Colony.

DINNER OF THE FRIENDS OF SOUTH
AUSTRALIA.

Ox Saturday evening, the 29th ult., a large party of
the friends of South Australia dined together at the
Freemasons’ Tavern; W. Woolryche Whitmore, Esq.,
occupied the chair; Messrs. Francis Wilson and
Nathaniel Morphett acted as vice-chairmen; and,
among the gentlemen present, we noticed E. R. R?cc,
Esq., M.P., C. Hindley, Esq., M.P.,J. A. Smith,
Esq., M.P., Admiral Hawker, Messrs. A. L. Gower,
G. F. Angas, H. De Castro, E. G. Wakeficld, Geqrge
Davenport, J. Fussell, G. J. Walker, Roger Cunliffe,
J. Cammins, G. S. Walters, Thomas Wilson, Captain
Leckie, F. Reade, R. Forth, &c., &¢.

Letters were read from Viscount Ebrington, Lord
Heytesbury, Sir John Pirie, E. Divett, Esq., M.'P.,
J. R. Todd, Esq., and other gentlemen, regreting
their inability to attend.

On the removal of the cloth, the CHAIRMAN pro-
posed, in succession, “ The Queen, and her safe and

Prince
Albert,” ¢ Queen Adelaide, and the rest of the Royal
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Family,” ¢ Her Majesty’s Ministers,” all of which
toasts were received with the accustomed honours.

“ The Memory of the Duk$ of Sussex” was drunk
in solemn silence. T

Admiral Hawger returned thanks for the toast,
“ The Army and Navy,” observing that he had sent
two of his own sons to the colony, who had settled there
with the most gratitying prospects, and from whom he
received most pleasing accounts of its progress in agri-
cultural and pastoral pursuits, which could not fail to
ensure its ultimate success, notwithstanding the troubles
which had so greatly oppressed them. The gallant
Admiral alluded particularly to the attention paid to
religious instruction in South Australia, and hoped that
a Bishop would shortly be afforded to superintend the
efforts of the Clergy of the Church of England in that
Colony.

‘The next toast, also proposed from the chair, was
“The Health of the Duke of Wellington, with our
warm thanks for the inestimable services he has
rendered the cause of South Australia, and our cordial
wish that his valuable life may be long preserved to an
admiring country.”

In proposing this toast, the CHairMAN made some
very insteresting statements as to the difficulties ex-
perienced by himself and the early friends of South
Australia, when desirous of obtaining the sanction of
Government to the founding of the colony. The lead-
ing members of the House of Commons, on both sides
of politics, were unfriendly, while his prospects of
success in the Upper House were still more un-
promising. In this dilemma he obtained an interview
with the Duke of Wellington, who, it is well known,
does not rashly commit himself to any new scheme,
but who, at the same time, prosecutes every measure
of which he approves, with characteristic ardour.
His Grace having attentively listened to the state-
ments then submitted to him by the chairman, was
pleased to say, “ I agree with you, Sir, and think the
experiment ought to be tried.” The Chairman added,
that he was persuaded that had it not been for the
patronage and assistance of his Grace, the colony of
South Australia would not have been founded. The
Chairman afterwards pfoposed what ‘might be termed
the toast of the eveining, “ The Interests of South
Australia,” which“h8’" prefaced by some interesting
details. At the time of the founding of the colony its
friends were under great uncertainty, and not without
some painful apprehension as to the fertility of the
soil—no persons who had visited that country having
had an opportunity of examining the land at a distance
from the coast. It was most gratifying to know now
that all fears on this point were removed. “The soil
was found, throughout most extensive districts, to be
very fertile; and, by official returms, it has been
ascertained that nearly 20,000 acres were under grain
crop this last season, of which between 13,000 and
14,000 were in wheat. Anothey subject, which had
occasioned the early friends of the colony in this
country some uneasiness, was the dread of a scarcity
of water; but now, on this point also, their fears
were quieted, and South Australia is known to be well
supplied with water. Besides the Murray—that noble
stream, the chief of all the Australian rivers—there
are many smaller rivers in different parts ‘of the
country, and no severe droughts have been experienced
by the colonists during their residence there. Their
flocks and herds have multiplied with great rapidity;
viluable mines, particularly of lead, have been dis-
covered ; and an extensive trade carried on in the
whale fishery. The monetary, circumstances of the
colony had been much embarrassed, but that state of
things was passing away, and the interests of South
Australia were assuming a. most promising appear-
ance. After the toast had been drunk with three
cheers, and “One cheer more,” the Chairman called
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on Mr. David M‘Laren, who had lived several ycars
in the province, to furnish some further details.

Mr. McLAREN said that South Australia was mdec‘d
a lovely country, beautifully diversified with mountain
and valley, containing extensive districts of the richest
soil, and well watered, with a climate the most sa}u-
brious. He stated the impression made on his mind
when he first arrived on the plains of Glenelg. Why
should such dense masses of human beings remain in
Britain, where one half of them at least have‘ not
elbow-room, while there is such a country as South
Australia unoccupied ? I'rom the first of our occupa-
tion of that country the natives have been kindly
treated. They are very few in numbers, only from
600 to 700 in all the settled districts, an area of about
2800 square miles, being an average of only one
person to four square miles; they ave- sunk to the
lowest point of mental destitution, are quiet, inof- ¢
fensive creatures, afraid to be out after sunset; so that
speaking generally, little or no danger need be appre-
hended from them. Various measures have \Je:en
adopted for their instruction, the success of w.hlch
forms an object of the deepest interest to every philan-
thropic mind. What a contrast does that country now
present to what it did when the black man only roamed
through its trackless wastes. Then there was all the
loneliness of the desert; now towns and villages have
arisen, farm steadings and sheep stations extend for
upwards of 100 miles; corn fields and gardens gladden
the eye on cvery side; a complete transplantation of
British society and British manners has been effected,
and the foundations laid broad, and deep, and strong
of a great nation. DMr. McLaren confirmed the state-
ments of the Chairman as to the extent of the cul.t1~
vation of the soil, namely, nearly 20,000 acres, while
a much greater extent was fenced inj and that extent
of cultivation had not been effected by a few wealthy
companies or capitalists, for the recturns had been
obtained from more than 870 proprictors and tenants;
and further, these returns had been obtained from all
the different parts of the settled districts. .As the
country lands were not open for selection till .Mu.y,
1838, ‘and the seed time in that country is April and
May, the season 1839 was the first year in which grain
was sown in the fields; and yet the season 1842 has
produced more grain than the inhabitants, although
amounting to 16,000 or 17,000 can consume ! a state
of matters to which, he believed there was not a
parallel in the history of the world. . Nor was this all,
lands which were pronounced sterile, have prov.ed very
fertile. The plains of Adclaide have, during the
greater part of the year a very parched appearance j
some foolish settlers deseribed them to their friends at
home as being “as hard as bricks;” and even Pupt.
Sturt, a name justly honoured in the history of Sou!h
Australia, declared that they could not curry grain
crops. These plains have been extensively cultivated
and yielded from twenty-five to thirty bushels of -\vheat
per acre at the first turning up. The sheep in the
colony now numbered about 350,000, and the cattle
from 20,000 to 30,000, with 2000 horses or s0; while
seven or eight ships would be required to bring home
the produce of the colony this season. And all this
the result of a few years' efforts. The first European
who landed in South Australia, as a colonist, was the
late Mr. Samuel Stephens, the first colonial manager of
the South Australian Company ; he arrived at Kangaroo
Island on the 27th July, 1836, and Col. Light, the
surveyor-general, and his attendants, on the 19th Au-
gust following. Previously not a spade had been used
in cultivating the soil nor any substitute for a spade.
The pastures w\ere the vested rights of the kangaroos
and wallabies—nor had a boat or canoe been found,
excepting on the Murray. Now the ships of Imglqnd
plough its gulfs and ride securely in its creeks, During
the year 1841—a year of great commercial depression
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—125 vessels arrived in the colony, comprising an
amount of nearly 22,000 tons. The evidence is com-
plete, that Port Adelaide is as safe and affords as great
facilities for loading and unloading vessels as any port
in the Australian colonies. The town of Adelaide
now affords almost all the comforts which are enjoyed
in Britain, and when a few friends meet in an evening
they forget that 16,000 miles intervene between them
and the scenes of their early days. A beautiful and
correct map of the town having been lately published,
further remarks were unnecessary, beyond stating that
persons of almost every religious denomination would
find ministers and churches of their own sentiments in
Adelaide. Sunday Schools were attached to the
greater part of these, and schools for general education
of a highly respectable character were to be found in
that infant city.

Mr. M'LAREN went on to remark that he had seen
the rise and progress of the colony, and could he only
place the Chairman and the company on the beach at
Glenelg, among the trunks and boxes which served for
tables, chairs, and cupboards—could they have seen
the motley huts and tents there, in which the first colo-
nists spent some months in a state of novel and happy
excitement—they would be prepared to estimate the
progress which had been made in Adelaide and in the
colony. The state of excitement in those early days
was extreme, and on no occasion was this more shown
than on the appearance in the gulf of a ship from
England: out came the telescopes, conjectures were
afloat, and one object absorbed every feeling. It fre-
quently happened that arrivals took place on Sunday,
and, on one occasion in particular, during the time of
divine service, Mr. Kingston, known in the colony,
and, I believe (said Mr. M‘Laren), in London, as
« Paddy Kingston” — (“ yes, yes;’ shouted some
voices)—was reading prayers (rather a somewhat
rough-spun clergyman) and honest Gilbert was officiat-
ing as clerk, a whisper began to circulate ¢ a ship from
England ;” those nearest the door, or nearest the open-
ing, where a door should have heen, slipped out first,
they were soon followed by others, and, at last, King-
ston and Gilbert were left alone, when Mr. K. threw
down the prayer-book, saying, ¢« Come, Gilbert, I say,
it’s of no use staying here’—and out they went. The
idea we naturally form of a town, continued Mr. M'L.,
embraces streets and houses, pavements and cart-
ways, perhaps ranges of lamp-posts along the curb-
stones. I have seen the City of Adelaide while it
presented a very different picture, as, indeed, it still
does, in many parts. The streets could not be dis-
cerned, as trees, the growth of ages, occupied their
place ; and, when the fencing of town acres commenced,
we were sometimes sadly annoyed after sunset by
meeting with these new and unexpected obstruc-
tions. Others felt this annoyance too; he, Mr, M’L.,
had himself seen a kangaroo running along what
is now the principal business part of the town,
and, meeting with such an unwonted impediment, he
tried to clear it by a bound, but, not having leaped high
enough, he struck his head violently against the fence
—ias stunned—seized—and killed.

Mr. M’Laren concluded by noticing the contrast be-
tween an old country and a new. Inthe former,said he,
the cast of mind, the tumn of thought is towards the past
—it lingers amidst historic glories—it dreads change,
and anticipates the future with apprehension. With the
founders of a colony and the first settlers all this is
reversed. They have bidden farewell to the past; the
future to them is the region of thought, and the pros-
pects of the future, as they open up, interest all their
feelings; and, certainly, to the colonists of South Au-
stralid, the prospects are opening up most cheer-
ingly. How painful the contrast which England
presents at the present time; is it to be wondered
at that so many of her sons who have struggled long
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and unsuccessfully to procure bread for themselves and
their children should look to the colonies as affording
an asylnm? Isit to be wondered at that some of them
should mistake the origin of their sufferings, and give
vent to their feelings in such strains as these:

There where tyrants never trod,
There where slave was never known,
There where Nature worships God,
In the wilderness alone.
Hither, thither, would I roam;
There my children shall be free,
There for them I'd seek a home,
There they’d find a grave for me.

(Mr. M’Laren sat down amidst loud applause.)

The CHATRMAN afterwards proposed ¢ The Colonists
of South Australia, who have so nobly exerted them-
selves in the midst of discouraging circumstances, and
so succesfully developed the various resources of the
country—success to them,” which was responded to by
George Fife Angas, Esq.

Mr. ANcas expressed the deep and increasing inter-
est he felt in the colony—as an evidence of which he
had lately parted with two of his family, a son and a
daughter, who had gone to settle in South Au-
tralia. (Hear, hear.) Some of his friends, he said,
considered it a pledge that he would follow; and, if
he consulted his own feelings alone he might probably
not have an opportunity of meeting them on such an oc-
casion. Mr.A.went on to allude to the riseand progress
of the colony, and to the difficulties which had to be
overcome, arising not only from the nature of the un-
dertaking itself, but also from the neglect and indiffer-
ence ofthe Home Government. These difficulties were
happily now vanishing, and the exertions of the set-
tlers had placed the colony in a most favourable posi-
tion. He referred to the statements made by preceding
speakers to the number of cattle and sheep, but none
of them had mentioned the pigs and the goats, which
were both very numerous, and to which he attached
very great importance. Merchant-vessels and whale-
ships also might get their supplies, both of fresh and salt
meatin South Australia. A greatmany American whalers
were in those seas, and, although he did not wish to
monopolize the supplies, as he was desirous all the
colonies should prosper, he hoped a large proportion of
these vessels would receive their supplies in South
Australia. Alluding to the social progress in the
colony, he reminded them that in Adelaide there were
not only churches and chapels, but many other public
buildings, two banks, a club-house, barracks, and there
was what he thought they had better have done with-
out, having so little money to spend—a theatre. Three
newspapers were published, a magazine, and an al-
manack. There was a Chamber of Commerce, an In-
surance Company, and different institutions, which
showed a very advanced state of society, and the ut-
most degree of religious liberty was there enjoyed.
He thought the conduct of the colonists of South
Australia had been such asreally to deserve the appro-
bation of their friends at home. DMr. A, concluded
by expressing his pleasure at the spread of kindly
feelings among the friends of the Australasian colonies,
and his wishes for the success they all so well de-
served. (Cheers.)

The CrarrMaAN proposed * The other Colonies of
Australia and New Zealand."”

Mr. CumMminNs said that he supposed he was called
upon to respond to the toastjust given from the Chair,
becauge it had reference to other colonies with which
he was more particularly connected; he could assure






