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THE necessity for an immediate supply of
agricultural labour is a subject pressing
carnestly on the attention of all who wish
well to South Australia. Every account we
receive confirms the apprehension, that unless
some provision be made for the wants of the
settlers in this respect before the next harvest,
- they will experience great difficulty in secur-
ing the fruits of their industry and energy, .if
they should not haply be compelled to sacri-
fice 'some portion altogether. - Durmg -the
ingathering -of the last crop every capable
person was pressed into the service as a-reaper
—even the police and military were for a
time thus occupi¢d—and that at wages which
the farmer could ill afford to pay: indeed but
for the confident. expectation that under. their
1mprovmg circumstances, important-additions
would be made to the labonng population
duriiig’ this year, all atiempts at. increased
cultivatibn would have been abandoned, . The
comparatwely short period which will elapse
before the next harvest—but just sufficient
to allow a vessel dispatched. at once to arrive
in season—makes the matter more urgent,
and we anxiously look for some movement on
the part of Government ; which will not, we
trust, allow the colony to réceive another
check, after the noble efforts of the colonists
to overcome their recent difficulties. Happily
the assistance required is such.as can and
ought to be rendered. Besides the large snm
which has been diverted from the Emigration
Fund, 'and a part of which should now be
repuid, the land sales of the past year will
materially assist in defraying the expense of
conveying such a party of emigrants as
would enable the settlers to gather in the
next crop advantageously; uand experience
warrants the expectation, that the recom-
mencement of free emigration will lead to
purchases of land, thus affording funds for
further supplies, as more labour may be
needed. Active steps are we know taking
to bring this subject under the consideration
of the noble Lord at the head of the colonial
department : meémorials have already been
forwarded from the various bodies connected
with the colony, and it is determined that a
deputation of gentlemen of influence well
acquainted. with its present ‘circumstances,
should solicit an interview with his Lord-
ship, respectfully to vepresent the expediency

and necessity of prompt measures on its
behalf. We augur a favorable result, and
feeling satisfied that no exertion will be
wanting on the part of the home propnetary

to secure it, we think their friends:in South

Australia will be constrained to allow that
they are not quite so apathetic as they are
apt to imagine.

HOME NEWS.

Amuvus BROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA—We are happv.

to record the arrival of the Taylwnl, and Sarah and
Elizabeth, - bpth direct from- Port. Adelaide. The
former, brings 988 bales wool, 2 tuns burk, &c.; the
latter, 408 bales wadl, 128 casks 0il, 134 bales whale-
bone, 13 hhds., aid 5 b‘lbs lead ore, 12 tons bark, 1
hhd. copper, 8 cheeses in tins, 7 hhds. and 6 barre]s
salted beef. The Countess of Durham will follow in a
short time. °

Tue Fravcigs SpaigHT.—The parties connected
with this fite Shijp—to which we have before referred
as affording excellent accommadation and digt at a mo-
derate cost—have determined that she shall positively
sail on the day appointed (15th July) thus avoiding the
vexatious delays so frequently complained of by pas-
sengers.

RovAL (GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF LoONDON.—At
the Annual Meeting of this body on the 22nd May, the

first gold medal was assigned to deurd John L)le, :

Esq., for his courageous and persevering researches in
Australia. . .

COLONIZATION CIRCULAR, .

ISSUED BY HER MAJESTY'S COLONIAL LAND AND.
EMIGRATION COMMISSIONERS.

SincE our last number Her Mn,)estys Colonml L'md
and Em\grauon Commissioners have announced their
intention of issuing “in a. convenient and inexpensive
form, prmted notices on all matters connected with
colonization.” They contemplate thus submitting “to
the public, with but little delay all’ the authentic in-
formation which is received from the different colonies,
respecting the amount of land which may be ready for
settlement, the opening out of new districty, the extent
of previous land sales, the demand for labour and the
rate of wages, with the prices of provisions, dwellings;
&e.”

This is a judicious measure. No. 1 has been pub-
lished, but we regret to say, that in so far as South
Austr&lm, is concerned, that circular is worse than
useless. Previously to the.date of it '(13th May) the
Sultana, the first wool ship of the season had arrived,
as mentioned in our last, bringing accounts to the
middle of January. We werc ‘enabled to.present to
our readers a copy of a most important document,
namely, Governor Grey's minute, presented to the
Council on the 4¢h Junuary -last; while the accounts
from - South Australia, in the first number of the
Circular issued by the Colonization Commissioners, do
not reach to a later date than the end of June preceding!

One of the: objects contemplated in publishing these
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Circulars is, to give to the public, with but little delay.
all the authentic information which is received res-
pecting the demand for labour. And what is the
information given in the Circular on this subject? It
is in these terms:— At the end of June, 181 men
were in the employment of the Government for want
of work elsewhere, being 97 less than at the end of
the previous quarter, There is work in the Colony,
but Settlers have not the means for employing men at
the present time.”

What said the Governor in his minute of 4th Jan.
last? “The subject of emigration demands the most
serious attention, both of the Government and the
Colonists. We have now nearly exhausted the super-
abundant supply of labour which the colony has lately
possessed, and without emigration is again resumed,
the onward progress of the colony, and the prosperity
of its inhabitants, will be seriously retarded and
injured.” He might well say “We have now nearly
exhausted the superabundant supply of labour,” as
the official return of the emigrants, receiving relief,
from Government during the week ending Wednesday,
January 4th, 1843, furnished in owr last, most clearly
shows. We are constrained to insert it again. Itis
as follows :(—

Return of the number of persons receiving re-
lief from the Government during the week ending
4th January, 1843 :—

15 Men .
I Woman }ka
14 Women

32 Children} Families of the above.

4 Men Blind, and incapable of working.
1 Man .
1 Woman }Lunatlcs.

7 Widows.
74 Widows’ children and orphans.
2 Women
5 Children
3 Women, husbands left the colony.
41 Children of the above.
2 Men
2 Women
7 Children
Total 211

There is a list—and on account of such a set of
emigrants, who never ought to have been allowed to go
out on the emigration fund, has that fine Colony been
traduced, through the length and breadth of Great
Britain and Ireland—yes, and we know on the Con-
tinent of Europe too,—as a country, where there was
no employment for labourers. Such, however is the
list, and even of those on it the Governor says, “ I
have no doubt that the number of persons, thus
forced to depend upon the Government for relief, will
be found rapidly to diminish.”

Is it not grievous, that while such documents as the
Governor's minute and that return had been just re-
ceived in the Colonial Office, the commissioners should
have published such a statement as they did in No. 1
of their Circular? They indeed promised under date
13th May last, that “a second number will follow very
shortly.” We have heard nothing of it, and would
respectfully call upon them in justice to South Aus-
tralia and for their own credit to publish No. 2 forth-
with, and to give due prominence to the important fact
stated in the South Australian Government Gazette of
15th December, 1842, that the Emigration Board, in
the Colony, had been dissolved in, consequence of
“every able bodied labourer in the Colony having
obtained employment from private individuals.”

A scarcity of hands was experienced at last harvest,
so that the most prompt measures must be taken by
the Colonial Office, to send a supply of healthy, hard

} Families of patients in hospital.

} Destitute
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working, agricultural labourers—not widows and chil-
dren, blind men and lunatics. The proceedings
adopted here, by some of the friends of South Australia,
to bring this matter under the special notice of the
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the colo-
nies are noticed in another part of our paper.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Tur Secretary of the South Australian Society has
handed us the following extracts from a letter froma
gentleman of high standing in Adelaide, dated 24th
January, 1843.

“In December, 1840, when I arrived, scarce any
progress had been made, and now in all and every
direction the eye rests on corn fields, good homesteads,
barns, and all the other indications of a healthy agri-
cultural state. Our produce is excellent in quality,
and the average per acre very good. About Adelaide
this year it has not been quite so good as last; in
Mount Barker and the hilly districts better. This
arose from the difference of our rainy seasons, for
though this country has hitherto proved free from
drought, yet the seasons for our rains vary very con-
siderably. ’

Our largest cultivator this year had 400 acres under
wheat crop, and fields of 80 acres have not been
unfrequent. We are also turning our attention to the
cultivation of the vine and tobacco; of the latter there
is a very large consumption, and though it will require
many years to produce smoking tobacco, yet I hope in
a short period we shall cultivate the weed sufficiently
to produce our fobacco for dressing sheep.

The financial distress of the Colony, you are,
doubtless, well acquainted with, and the effects of the
shock will be felt for a lengthened period; our lia-
bilities and debts are, however, decreasing, although
cash is of course very scarce.

I could have wished that wheat had realized better
prices, for our farmers needed encouragement, and their
labour and cares well deserved it. Wheat has been
and is selling at 5s. per bushel, and unless we can
export to advantage, I do not apprchend it will take
any great rise.

There is one think quite clear, that this is an ex-
cellent Country for the settlement of capitalists, and
also of persons with moderate means., This point
you cannot urge ton strongly, and you may do so most
conscientiously. The expenses of living are ex-
ceedingly moderate, and a small capital will go a long
way. A capital of £1000, well managed, is abundant,
and with it a settler may establish himself with great
comfort, and with a certainty of well doing."

We are however troubled much with two classes,—
young gentlemen sent out with sufficient means, but
who dissipate in folly and excess the funds which
would suffice for their maintenance in comfort, and for
the gradual accumulation of a permanent provision.
The other class consists of young gents. sent out with-
out means, and who ave either indisposed or unable to
earn their living by the sweat of their brows. Dis-
content and distress result from the occupations of
both these classes, and the Colony is injured at home
by the reports of persons, many of whom have seldom
left the tavern and the other resorts which are open
for the idle and the dissipated.

I am very rejoiced to sec that your Society is
making a push for the Colony. We trust much to the
Society’s exertions, for we very generally feel that we
need a representative in England to be the communi-
cator of our success, and our advocate in seasons of
depression. 1In one respect you must please to exert
yourself, viz.—to get labourers sent out before next
harvest, good agricultural labourers. Of all other
classes we have a sufficiency, but without a supply
of agricultural labourers I fear we shall next year be
in difficulty.” )
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LoNpoN,—JuNE, 1843.
To the Directors of the Secondary Towns Association
and the Currency Creek Special Survey, in South

Australia.

GENTLEMEN,—Since I had the honor to address
you the 13th ultimo, I have been informed that the
whole of the purchase money paid (for the above four
Special Surveys) is applicable to take out emigrants
of the labouring class free, therefore the said fund
(18,000) at £20 per head would convey 900 instead of
450, but I am told that emigrants may now be taken
out for £15 per head, which would enable the Associ-
ation to send out 1,200.

I trust that no time will now be lost in urging the
Government to refund the said amount to enable the
directors to send out vessels with labourers for each of
the Townships, as there is now but little doubt that
persons of capital would then also emigrate, and rent
the town and country lands if they felt satisfied there
would be no want of labour.

I beg to call the particular attention of such persons
to the advertizement of the Directors of the Secondary
Towns Association in the advertizing columns of this
very interesting publication.

R I remain, GENTLEMEN,

Your obedient Servant,

A LAND PROPRIETOR.

The following is the copy of a Letter which has been
received from Mr. JoHN MorpHETT, per Zaglioni
by Mr. SaMUEL PacE, of the Wandsworth-road’
dated, ’

, Adelaide, 25th Jan. 1843,

My dear Sir,—I have received your favor, per Arab
and am, as you express a conviction that I shall be
pleased to hear of your restoration to health.

I am not surprised at your expressing regret at my
silence, but the state of the colony during the past two
years and a half, is sufficient to account for it. The
whole of the trading and industrious portion of the
community has been kept in a state of anxiety and
toil, and those who have maintained their positions,
have only done it by the exclusive devotion of all their
thoughts and energies to the task, and by the blessing
of Providence. You may well imagine the dangers of
any man connected with commerce a couple of years
since, when hc saw his brother merchants failing all
round him. In looking back, it appears to me some
thing more than mere worldly prudence or care which
could have saved a merchant from ruin, for the previous
years of sbundance of money had generated a system
of extensive credit.

The cause of our state of financial distress is very
simple—by private hands and Government outlay at
least half-a-million had been spent annually for three
years prior to the commencement of 1841, at which
time emigration ceased, and with it the introduction
of foreign capital, and the Government expenditure
was limited to about forty thousand pounds, whilst we
were not able to support ourselves from our own pro-
duction of grain, and had to send thousands away for
the staff of life; had the change taken place twelve or
cighteen months later we should not have suffered so
much, because we should have been independent of
foreign aid for bread.

The state of things which resulted from the sudden
stoppage of expenditure was almost universal bank-
ruptey, which shook the community to the foundation
every individual, that is every profitable member of
the community, all the workers, being interested in the
stability and welfare of others, and frequently depen-
dent upon the solvency of half-a-dozen. The conse-
quence was that property of all kinds was thrown into
the market for realization, and there being little moncy
in the hands of the colonists, prices fell to a most un-
reasonable and ruinous scale, making insolvent estates,
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which showed a good dividend on paper, perfectly
worthless, and injuring the solvency, and operating
against the chances of even the safest and most
cautious man working through.

The bankruptcy of individuals here would not have
been of so much consequence, most of them failing in
undertakings and positions which they never ought to
have engaged in or occupied, but these failures could
not take place without the colony suffering in its
character with foreigners. The debt to England
wiped off by this means must have been very heavy
indeed, and is I think a matter of great regret; still,
now, it cannot be remedied and the colony is doubtless
much easier thereby. I think we may safely assert
that our financial dangers and difficulties are over.
There will be a good deal of personal suffering and
losses still, but as a community we are not insolvent ;
our foreign debts must now be trifling; we produce
enough grain for our use and have a surplus for expor-
tation; we have meat enough and to spare, of the
finest quality; dairy produce for use and exportation,
and our wool, oil and bone for the latter purpose;
indeed our exports this year are reckoned worth ninety
thousand pounds by His Excellency the Governor,
whilst our absolutely necessary imports are only tea,
sugar, and clothes. DMost probably some wine, beer,
and other luxuries will be imported, but I will venture
to assert only by those who can afford to pay for them.
Whatever suffering we have passed through, whatever
dangers we have encountered or distressing difficulties
struggled against, the battle has been fought and won 3
we have shewn ourselves during the past two years
and a-half, worthy of our forefathers—Englishmen,
who (as a celebrated individual said of his soldiers)
displayed the greatest firmness and passive-enduring
courage when danger was at its height and success
the most doubtful; but when I say that we have won
the battle, I do not mean to say that we shall give im-
mediate signs of it; I think during the next year or
year and a-half, things will go on very quietly here,
and many debtors will require leniency and forbear-
ance, but I also think the time mentioned long enough
for us to clear off all liabilities, both as a community
and as individuals, without the assistance of any
foreign capital. .
If it were not for the stigma which will attach to us
for some little time for the defalcations in returns to
England, I should consider the check we have had
(rude as it has been) a great blessing to us. It has
caused many to think deeply upon their own and the
colony’s position and prospects, who wero inattentive
to these matters while carried on the full tide of pros-
perity which we had at first; and it has effected a
complete change in the habits and views of the whole
community. I think I may venture to affirm, that
there is not a more industrious, orderly, and prudent
people than the colonists of South Australia now are.
Such being the case,and svil and climate both favouring
us, we may fairly look for future prosperity.

English landed proprietors must have a little more
patience and they will reap the full benefit of their
speculations; I must say that as a whole they have
been considerate and reasonable, some have acted in
a most noble and gentlemanly manner, but some have
been dissatisfied and unreasonable, thinking apparently
that the colony or even England is to blame, becnuse
they did not get the extravagant profits which they
had calculated their speculations would yield them.
They must recollect that their purchases of land here
was subject to the same laws as all other speculations,
possible gains, and possible losses; happily I can give a
conscientious opinion that no one who bought land in
South Australin from the commissioners will be a
loser; whilst, as you know, many will be gainers
beyond what any other undertaking would have made
them. You Ilmow that there are leases of country







