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Wr beg to call particular attention to the

following abstract from official returns :

British Produce and Manufactures exported from the
United Kingdom in each Year from 1831 to 1840
inclusive, compared with analogous Exports to the
Australian Colonies.
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1831 | 37,164,372 398,471 | 1-07
1832 | 36,450,594 466,238 | 1-28
1833 | 39,667,347 } | 40,460,754 558,372 | 140
1834 | 41,649,191 - 716,014 | 1-42
1835 | 47,372,270 696,315 | 132
1836 | 53,293,979 835,637 | 1-57
1837 | 42,070,744 921,568 | 2-19
1838 | 50,060,970 } | 50,013,140 1,336,662 | 226
1839 | 53,233,580 1,679,380 | 307
1840 | 51,406,430 2,004,385 | 390

This statement, we believe, does not include
the exports to the different New Zealand Set-
tlements. The gradual and rapid increase of
the trade to Australia, as proved by the above
tables, is a most important statistical fact.
In the course of ten years, the exports to that
country have increased from one per cent.. of
the aggregate amount of exports from the
United Kingdom, to nearly rour per cent. of
that amourit ! ! !

We have to request our readers to connect
with this fact, the admirable remarks contained
in the letter inserted in page 131 of this present
number, entitled, ¢ Mr. Cobden and the Aus-
tralian Colonies.” By the tabular statement
above, we see the importance of the Australian
Colonies as affording a market for our manu-
factures ; and certainly we do not require to
add any observations to point out the vast
Importance of these Colonies, as affording the
means of rendering us independent of other
countries, for the supply of wool-—the staple
of our oldest and still one of the most im-
portant of our manufactures.

We understand that last ‘year the imports
of Wool from South Australia were about
2400 Bales; this year they rather exceed
3000, besides some Bales which have gone
round by Sydney.

The Countess of Durham, which has just
. arrived from South Australia, has on board,
we nn_derst_and, 89 tons of bark, 15 tons of

lead ore, and 30 cwt. of copper ore, besides
581 bales of .wool, &c. :

Within a few months preceding the time of
her leaving Port Adelaide, about 22 tons of
butter, and 9 tons of cheese, had been sent to
the adjoining colonies.

In addition to the above table, shewing the
increase of exports to the Australian colonies
from 1831 to 1840, we.have to mention that
besides oil from the fisheries within the same
period, the staple export to the United King-
dom from New South Wales alone advanced
from 1,401,284 1lbs. of wool, valued at
£75,979, to 8,610,775 1bs., valued at
£566,112; and in 1840 the shipping inwards
employed in the trade of the United Kingdom
with all the Australian colonies had increased
from thirty-five ships, with a tonnage of
11,875 tons, in 1831, to seventy ships, with
a tonnage of 24,686 tons; and outwards from
seventy-eight ships, with 27,628 tons, to 299
ships, with 108,482 tons.

COLONIZATION CIRCULAR—No. 2.

We are pleased to find that Her Majesty’s Colonial
Lond and Emigration Commissioners issued a Circular
(No. 2.) on the 2lst ult. and have, agreeably to our
suggestion, in our June number, given due prominence
to the fact, “that every able-bodied labourer in the
colony of South Australia had obtained employment
from private individuals,” We have at the same time
to express our regret, that so long time was allowed to
elapse between the publication of Circulars Nos. 1 and
2; the former having been issued on the 13th of May,
and the latter on the 21st of July. °

That point, then,is set at rest. There is no supera-
bundant labour Now. Indeed we know there must be
a deficiency in the supply of labor. No adequate
means have been adopted to furnish the supply, which
we pointed out in our last number, as being indispen-
sable, viz.: 400 shepherds?and mates—the necessity of
which would arise from the natural increase of the
flocks, irrespective of the additional hands required for
the harvest.

The resuming of free emigration to Sydney and
Port Phillip is a step in the right direction, but we
must maintain that the colonists in South Australia,
and the friends of that colony, have great reason to be
dissatisfied, inasmuch that nothing has been done in
that respect for her. The stale plea is repeated, at
the Colonial Office—* We have no money,” but we
say, “ You should have money, and plenty of it, too.” "

The land in South Australia has been sold, all along,
under the sanction of an Act of Parliament, which sti--
pulated that, “the whole of the funds from time to
time received as the purchase money of the said lands,
ghall constitute an Emigration Fund, and shall, without
any deduction whatsoever, be employed in conveying
poor emigrants from Great Britain and Ireland, to the

said province,”
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We know full well, the derangement of the finances
of the colony, under Col. Gawler’s administration, but
we lmow equally well, that Col. Gawler was the nominee
of the Colonial Office and of the Colonization Commis-
sioners, and that over his expenditure, neither the
colonists nor the landed proprietors had any control
whatever. This is a fact, which should never be lost
sight of, and which cannot be too frequently or too
plainly stated. Whether the faults are chargeable on
the nominators, or on the nominee—on the principals,
or on the agent, is really no business of ours—the
public have not been furnished with the means of de-
termining. We have indeed our own opinion, but
whether the one party or the other be to blame, or
whether a perfectly impartial judge would not find
faults on both sides—one thing is quite clear, namely,
that the purchasers of land are innocent, and ought not
to sufler—so Lord Stanley thought once—so the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons in 1841 (of which
his Lordship was a member) thought, and left on re
cord, in the following memorable terms:

“19. That many persons have purchased land in
South Australia on the faith of a guarantee given by
the Act of the 4 and 5 Will. IV.cap. 95, that the pur-
chase money so paid should be expended in giving a
value to such land by the importation of labor; that
under the provisions of the Act 1 and 2 Vie. cap. 60,
the South Australian Commissioners were authorized
to borrow from the Emigration Fund in aid of the
Revenue TFund; that a sum of £56,746 14s. 8d. was
in consequence advanced from the Emigration Fund,

and has not yet been repaid ; that it is expedient that|.

provision should be made by Parliament for the ad-
vance to the Emigration Fund of this sum of £56,000;
and that the said sum when so advanced should be ap-
plied to the purpose of conveying Emigrants to South
Australia.”

The propriety and equity of this finding cannot be
impugned; and consequently, the whole debt incurred
by Col. Gawler, as Governor and Resident Com-
missioner of South Australia, (the nominee) should
have been paid by the Lords of the Treasury, who
were virtually the nominators.

We must express our decided conviction, that the
refusing to pay the whole of that debt, and the pro-
ferring of Colonial Debentures, for £30,000 of it,
bearing interest at 5 per cent. per annum, (while the
Banks in the colony charge 10 per cent.) was an act of
injustice. But the question of the repayment of the sum
of £56,000, alienated from its stipulated destination,
namely, free emigration, is, or, at least, ought to be,
altogether nnaffected by the payment of even the
whole debts incurred by Col. Gawler, as Governor
and Resident Commissioner, so that till that debt be
wholly paid, and till the £56,000 withdrawn from the
land fund he refunded, and applied to the purposes of|
emigration, we must continue to maintain, that justice
has not been done to South Australia.

1t is satisfactory to learn from the said Circular,
No. 2, that the accounts which we have previously
presented to our readers, have been confirmed, by a
Report from Governor Grey, “on the general state of]|
South Australia, for the year 1842, dated 31st
December, 1842,” from which Report scveral extracts
are given in the circular. These extracts embrace
the following subjects, viz.

“Survey Department—The number of acres sold
during the year was 17,830 * = * There are at the pre-
sent moment 312,925 acres of land, which are open for
selection and immediate occupation. * * * I am
happy to be able to inform your Lordship, that some
of the most valuable portions of the province, even in
the immediate vicinity of the town, still remain unsold.
* * * Several fine tracts of country have been
discovered, and the extent of available and unoccupied
land which is now known, removes all present appre-
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hension of any want of runs being experienced for the
purpose of depasturing the numerous and rapidly
increasing flocks and herds of this province.” .

“ Agricultural Returns.—The number of acres under
crop, has increased in the last eighteen months, from
about 3,000 to 19,000 and the value of the crop for the
present year (1842) may be estimated at 98,000/,;
consequently agricultural produce to the amount of
£55,000, could be exported during the year 1843, and
all the wants of the colonists still be supplied.

“The colony has this year been blessed with a most
abundant harvest, and must undoubtedly be admitted
to be a country of very great fertility ; whilst the open
nature of its extensive plains, the whole of which are
composed of agricultural soil, enables the farmer to
break up and clear the land at a very small expense,
The fact of these plains bordering the sea shore, ena-
bles him also to convey it to the place of shipment ata
very small cost. This is therefore naturally a grain
country, and from the causes above detailed, grain can
be exported from it ata lower price than from the
adjacent colonies.

“ Eaxports.—The probable value of the exports of
colonial produce for the year 1843, may be calculated
as follows :—

£.
Agricultural produce . . .« . . 55,000
Wool . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000
Oil and whalebone . . . . , . 3,500
Dairy produce and sundries, including lead
ore, slates, timber, &c. . . . . . . 5,000
Total . . . . . 93,600

¢ Imports.—The colony now producing all the neces-
saries, and many of the luxwries of life within itself, its
imports will be necessarily much diminished. They
will consist principally of tea, sugar, hardware, British
spirits, and British manufactured goods. The trade of
the colony will thus, in appearance, be much contracted,
a8 it will now be limited to such a traffic as the exports
produced within the colony afford the means of carry-
ing on. It will, however, be a trade of the most
healthy and remunerative nature.

“ Amount of Crime—~Within the last two years the
amount of erime within the province has considerably
decreased ; and within that perind of time no capital
conviction has taken place. An exorbitant rate of wages
does not therefore appear to be productive of a high
degree of morality ; and the decrease in the number of
convictions in the years 1841 and 1842, shows that no
such degree of distress has existed here as to lead to
the commission of crime.

¢ It only remains for me to express the fixed con-
viction I feel, that the reverses of the province are
altogether passed, and that it is now entering on a career
of prosperity which will be firm and enduring, based as
it is, not upon any fictitious value which is attached to
unproductive land; butupon abundant internal produc-
tion, and upon the energy and industry with which the
colonists are now developing the great natural resources
of their adopted country.”—D. McL.

SoutH AusTRALIA TLLUSTRATED.—It is with much
satisfaction that we have learnt from a Prospectus which
has been forwarded to us, that the Public and Friends
of South Australia are promised the exercise of the
talents of Mr. George French Angas, in illustration of
the scenery and natural and civil history of the colony.
The Prospectus states that Mr. A’s ¢ labours will be more
particularly directed to Southern Australia—and his
drawings will include every feature of interesting no-
velty :—the magnificent mountain and landscape sce-
nery, lakes, lagoons, rivers, and waterfalls, hills and val-

eys, forests of new and strange vegetation, coast sce-
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nety, islands and harbours—sketches of our settlements,
with their flocks and herds, their cities, towns and vil-
lages ; portraitures of the Aborigines-—their war cos-
tume, and domestic habits; also, such specimens of
natural history as are not comprised among those so
well exhibited by Mr. Gould in his splendid work on
tho Birds. The whole will be accompanied by des-
criptive and explanatory details, anecdotes, and such
particulars (including a notice of the establishment,
settlement, and progress of the colony,) as may be
gleaned by unwearied research, aided by the advantage
of numerous letters of intraduction,—all combining to
render the work as interesting as possible. The execu-
tion of an enterprize involving so much labour and
espense, cannot but render it prudent to endeavour
to insure such a portion of encouragement from the
friends of science and art, as shall afford the author
some confidence before his departure from England,
in the ensuing month. With that view he anxiously
hopes to obtain the NAMES of as many Subscribers as
possible, to whom select impressions of the work will
be delivered at a reduced price.”

Judging from the known ability of the intended
Author, from the enthusiasm he feels in the work, from
the special advantages he will enjoy in the prosecution
of his labours, we promise to ourselves, and to all who
are interested in the Colony of South Australia, very
much gratification both from his pen and pencil.

The enterprize is a spirited one, worthy of support,
and though the price of the intended work is consider-
able, we do not think it at all unreasonable, and we
feel bound to express a strong hope that it will meet
with every encouragement as well from the public gene-
rally as from the naturalist and the immediate friends
of South Australia.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The following are extracts from a Letter received by
the Countess of Durham, from Mr. Geo. Morphett,
to Mr. Samuel Page, of the Wandsworth-road, dated

Adelaide, 10th March, 1843.

All circumstances, both local and foreign, seem to have
worked together against the colonists ; the abundance of
corn produce, and the abundant supply in the markets
of the colonists, have lowered the price of wheat to
3s. 3d. per bushel, for excellent samples, just half what
was counted upon, and other products equally low.

We have now arrived at that state that we only re-
quire tea, sugar, and luxuries from abroad, for which
if there be the same prudence and economy hereafter
that rules now, our wool, oil, dairy and farming pro-
duce, will be nearly sufficient. We hope to have not
only the sympathy, but also the support and counten-
ance of our friends at home.

There is a great deal to afford us encouragement
and hope for the future.

"There are two points in particular that we could be
much benefited and assisted by English proprietors,
viz. the introduction of labor and capital.

English proprietors would much benefit themselves
by enabling farmers to reduce the rate of wages, as the
latter could then pay their rents much easier. The
cry at present is, we cannot pay the rent; but it is the
high rate of wages, say -£25 to £30 per year, besides
rations, which cripples them.

MR. COBDEN AND THE AUSTRALIAN
COLONIES.

Extract from a letter received from an English gentle-
man now in Germany, who is connected with the
Yorkshire manufacturing districts.

131

« ¥ have been not a little astonished at the languag®
employed by Mr. Cobden, in Parlinment, during th®
debate on the import duties, in reference to the Aus”
tralian Colonies. It is evident that the various sub”
jects connected with these colonies cannot have been
maturely considered by the honourable member, or he
would certainly not have referred to them in the man-
ner he did: as a burden upon, instead of as a benefit
to, the mother country. Mr. Cobden is not, I believe,
connected with the woollen manufacture, but his con-
nexion with the manufacturing interests generally, and
the industry he appears to have employed in making
himself acquainted with them, justified one in expecting
that he would have been better informed upon a subject
so intimately connected with the well-doing of a large
branch of this industry. The benefits conferred upon
the mother country by the Australian Colonies are by
1o means limited to the mere consumption of & given
quantity of British manufactured goods. This is the
least portion of the benefit we derive from them. Not
to dwéll upon the advantage of a home to our superu-
bundant population, and to the consolidation of the
great maritime power of Great Britain by the establish-
ment of & large British population in that distant quar-
ter of the globe—not to mention the encouragement
which is afforded to our South Sea Fisheries, by the
establishment of friendly ports of refuge and outfit
in the Yicinity, as it were, of the fisheties themselves—
not to divel--upon_the employment which the Austra-
lian Colonies afford-directly and indirectly to our mer-
cantile marine, to our ship-builders and ship-owners at
home, as well as to our capitalists—and not to dwell
upon the magnificent prospect of the rise and forma-
tion of an empire in that distant hemisphere, which,
like the United States of America, may be destined at
some future period to shed a lustre upon its British
origin, and whose inhabitants will refer back to their
British descent as a subject of pride and exultation,—I
would confine myself for the present to the one consider-
ation which I have in view, viz.: the production of wool
in the Australian Colonies, and the great benefit which
the mother country derives from that important branch
of Australian industry. It must be well known to Mr.
Cobden, that of late years the British woollen manu-
facturer has suffered a more severe competition with
his continental rivals than the manufacturer of either
cotton, silk, or flax, and the cause thereof is apparent.
For the three last-named raw materials there is an
open competition. The charge of conveying cotton
from distant countries to Great Biitain is no more than
the charge to which the German and French cotton
spinner is subjected. The raw material in this case
is not obtained by the German or French spinner at a
less price than by the spinner of Great Britain. In
silk the same argument holds good. The silks of
Italy or of China do mot cost the Frenchman or Ger-
man less than the silk spinner of England. The
Frenchman may have a slight advantage here as re-
gards the production of raw silk in his own country—
to that extent, no more.” The same argument applies
likewise to flax, which is produced in Russia and in
Belgium. Belgium alone enjoys an advantage over
Great Britain in this respect, an advantage which we
are beginning to feel, although the production of flax
in Ireland is & not inconsiderable counterbalance. In
the case of sheep’s wool there is an important difference.
Formerly, when Spain supplied fine wool for the whole
of Europe, the German manufacturer possessed no
advantage as regards this raw material over his British
competitor. At that period nearly the whole of Ger-
many was exclusively supplied with cloth and woollens
of every description from Great Britain. About fifty
years ago the German agriculturists began to direct
their attention to sheep-farming. The experiment
succeeded. It began with Saxony, extended itself by

dogrees to Silesia and other provinces of Prussia and






