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We are- authorised to state that a correspon-
.dence has taken place between the firm of
Messrs. E: J. WueeLer & Co., of Winchester
House, Broad-street, and the noble Secretary
of State for the Colonies, which has led to
assurances on the part of his Lordship, calcu-
lated to give great satisfaction to the friends
of South Australia. Messrs. WaeeLer & Co.’s
communication, we understand, referred more
particularly to the injury arising from the ex-
cessive tonnage dues and port charges, levied
under Capt. Grey’s administration on all ves-
sels entering Port Adelaide; to the admission
of South Australian wheat at a low duty ;—
iand to the due appropriation of the fund
arising from sales of land in the colony. Lord
Stanley states in reply, that he will direct
Governor Grey to consider the possibility and
expediency of reducing the rates complained
of ;—that the duty on wheat being fixed by
Act of Parliament, cannot be set aside by
Government ;—and that with reference to the
Land Fund, the object sought is, as respects
the future, regulated by law, although the
sum applied in aid of the revenue by Capt.
Grey, does not come under its operation. We
need not point out the great benefit which
must result from Lord Stanley’s recommenda-
tion with regard to the port charges. The
complaints from the colony on this subject
have been loud and continued, and disastrous
effects have been apprehended, and partially
experienced, from this ill-advised mode of
taxation, by which, without materially increas-
ing the revenue hitherto. derived from this
source, the inter-colonial trade is restricted,
and whaling and other vessels needing supplies,
are deterred from entering the port. The
colonists will hail a change with joy, and we
trust soon to hear that the Port of Adelaide,
has been relieved from the burden of these
vexatious imposts. It is equally satisfactory
to know that in future, the Land Fund will
only be appropriated to the purposes contem-
plated by the Act of Parliament ;——a want of
confidence in the good faith of Government on
this point has prevented many persons from be-
coming purchasers of land. As the money
received for sales of land in the province must
now be remitted home, we may soon hope to
see the resumption of free emigration, which
will be of incalculable benefit to the colony.
The admission of colonial grown corn at a low

duty, will probably form the subject of a direct
appeal to the Legislature at the proper season.

The papers received since our last, contain
little news. The exportation of grain is pro-
ceeding to some considerable extent; ten
thousand bushels of wheat, in grain or flour,
have been sent to King George’s Sound, Port
Phillip, and New Zealand ; and the Jokn Pirie
is now laid on for the purpose of carrying
wheat to the Mauritius, where a good market
is anticipated. We regret to announce the
sudden decease of Mr. G. F. Davenport, son of
our respected friend, George Davenport, Esq. of
Oxford, who only recently returned to South
Australia, and had not arrived there many
weeks when he was removed by death; he
was much esteemed both in the Colony and
in England, and the greatest sympathy is felt
for his family and friends under this melan-
choly bereavement. Another old colonist:
Henry Nixon, Esq., died about the same time,-
after a lingering illness. The particulars will
be found under the head of Colonial Intelli-
gence.

‘We would particularly call the attention of
farmers and others interested in the agricul-
tural progress of South Australia, to the ac-
count of the Adelaide Agricultural Show ; and
to an interesting paper headed  Farming in
South Australia,”” both in our present number.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The following is an extract of a letter to Mr. Samuel
Page, of the Wandsworth Road, from a friend:

¢“ Knowing the lively interest yourself and friends
feel in all matters connected with South Australia,
I take the opportunity of handing you some samples
of wheat and barley grown in the vicinity of Adelaide,
thinking that possibly you may not have seen any of
last season’s crops; they certainly speak wolumns as
to the capabilities of the soil, and salubrity of the
climate, and in my humble opinion would be classed
A. 1. at Mark Lane.”

N.B.—The above samples were exhibited by Mr.
Page on the Corn Market, to several most respectable
Corn Factors, who pronounced the qualities to be very
superior, and would realize the Tor PRICES.

We give the following extract from a letter written by
a respectable settler in South Australia, whose name
we are not at liberty to communicate.

Farm Para District, January 23rd, 1843.

WHEN I hear of the distressed state of the labouring

class in England, I think what a pity it is that some
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well mrranged plan of emigration is not set on foot for
their relief; our labourers, those that have been steady
and saving, ave now in comfortable circumstances,
with a few acres of land of their own, four or five
cows, pigs, &c., and some few who have been more
fortunate than the rest, require labourers themselves.
I may mention one instance of what an industrious
man may do here, a case that has been under my own
observation. A person named , from ——,
in Sussex, landed about half-a-year after I did, he
was employed by me for some meonths, he afterwards
took some land of another employer in lieu of wages
at a high price, being two town acres and five other
acres, not far from my place; this year he had all his
land in crop, a house upon it, three cows with their
calves, two working bullocks, sow and pigs, besides
other little things; he has a family of four children,
and only onc that earns his bread, a boy of twelve
vears, whom I employ at five shillings per week and
living. I mention this one instance, but might men-
tion scores if it were worth while. Itis such as these
that have done best in the colony, not those who
brought plenty of money and laid it out in buildings or
town lots (except those who bought and sold again
directly); after emigration was stopped, building and
land sold for half what they cost.”

After stating why sheep farming has not paid in
consequence of the great reduction in price, and great
expense in shepherding them, he says “ but now I think
they will pay very well as you can buy them in for
less than one-third of their former price, and shepherd
them for one-half. Cattle have done better, as we
have a market for the cheese and butter at Sydney and
Hobart Town.”

« If any of your friends wish to invest capital there
is a fine opportunity here, the lowest rate of interest
charged upon mortgages, &c., is 15 per cent. for a
large sam, but for small sums 20 to 30 per cent. has
been given. I would give at present !5 per cent. for

~—, and give good security for it; therc is a farm not
far from mine of 260 acres to dispose of at £2 per
acre, which it is worth; there is an excellent run
attached to it for 150 head of cattle; if you know of
any one likely to buy such a place it is worth the
money, and I would give 10 per cent. for it as rent,
besides improving it, fencing it in, and building house
and premises. I have done quite as well here as I
expected, and I see nothing to prevent my continuing
to do well, but many have made a mess of it, and not
at all to be wondered at, being some of those who
could not do in England, and meddling with things
they did not at all understand ; not the right sort for a
new colony.”

He also mentions the difliculty they experienced for
want of hands to get in their harvest, and says, “it is
of no use their extending their cultivation unless we
send some of our spare hands to help to eat the produce.”

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
(From the Colonial Gazelte.)

THE only portion of the territory included within the
colony, according to Act of Parliament, that has yet
been settled, is the district bounded on the south by
the ocean, on the west by Spencer’s Gulf, on the east
by the Murray, south of ¢the great bend,” and on the
north by the limits of settlement. T'o the west, a wide and
hopeless desert appears to isolate South Australia from
Waestern Australia. On the east the settleable 1and in
Australia Felix and South Australia appears to be con-
tinuous. The district through which the route from
Adelaide to Sydney lies is unpromising, but not jr-
reclaimable. A promising tract of land stretches to
the north-east along the heights between the Darling
and Lake Torrens, and it is in this direction that popu-
lation scems most likely to extend in the first instance.

“direction of Encounter Bay;
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Port Adelaide, the principal harbour in the colony,
is situate in a creck or inlet from St. Vincent's Gulf,
and distant from Adelaide about six miles. It hag
been described in an official docunient, spontaneously
published by eleven commanders of vessels lying in
the port at one time, as being a “ safe and commodious
harbour, capable of containing a great number of ves-
sels with safety.” There were then lying there, six
ships and barques, four brigs, five schooners, and a
stcamer. Indeed, in the document from which the
preceding extract has been taken, it is stated that Port
Adelaide, though “not so extensive, is as safe and
affords as great fucilities for loading and unloading,
as any port in the Australian colonies.”  Captain
Stokes, of her Majesty's ship Beagle, has justly charac-
terised Port Adelnide as 2 REALLY NATURAL DOCK."
Indeed vessels lie as safely there as in the London
Docks. South Australin was proclaimed a British
province on the 28th December, 1836, by Captain
Hindmarsh, R.N., the first govemor, under the au-
thoity of an Act of Parliament, 4th and 5th William
IV., cap. 95. .

There are frequent discoveries making of extensive
and fertile districts, to which subject the Governor
adverted, in an official dispatch to the Right Honour-
able the Secretary of State for the Colonics, dated 31st
Dec. 1842, in the following terms: I am happy to be
able to inform your lordship, that several fine tracts of
country have been discovered, and the extent of availa-
ble and unoccupied land which is now known, removes
all apprehension of any want of runs being experienced
for the purpose of depasturing the numerous and
rapidly increasing tlocks and herds of this province.”

The immigrant population of the province amounts
to 17,000 or 18,000 souls, of which there are, it is sup-
posed, as already stated, from 6,000 to 7,000 resident in
Adelaide, and the villages included within the munici-
pality ; the remainder being chiefly dispersed through
the country districts, a few being resident at Port
Adelaide, and Albert Town in the neighbourhood of
the Port; Port Lincoln, Encounter Bay; and Kings-
cote, Kungaroo Island.

The country settlers are located in the neighbous-
hood of Adelaide, say within a circle, of which the
radius is about seven miles: towards the south, in the
in the Mount Barker
district, to the eastward; and in the districts about the
Para and Torrens rivers, Liynedoch Valley, and the
Barossa range, towards the north-east.

Encounter Bay is about 54 miles distant from Ade-
laide on the road to which are the villages of Noarlunga
and Willunga : the former about 20 miles from Adelaide,
and the latter about 30. The Mount Barker district,
which has been pronounced by many travellers to be
one of the finest tracts of country in all Australia, is
distant from Adelaide about 23 miles. The districts
mentioned above towards the north-cast, ave from 25 to
50 miles distant from Adelaide ; so that the extreme
range of country land thus occupied does not exceed 100
miles : indeed Governor Grey, in his dispatch of the
31st Dec. 1842, from which we have made a short extract
already,says, “ Some of the most valuable portions of the
province, even in the immediate vicinity of the town,
still remain unsold.” A few sheep stations have heen
formed about 90 miles to the north-east of Adelaide;
and a police-station, under the command of Mr. Eyre,
a very enterprising South Australian explorer, has
been formed, at the bend of the Murray, about 10 or
20 miles farther on, in the same direction.

The country is much diversified: the general charac:
ter is that of hill and vale. There are several ‘distinct
ranges of hills, and between them rich alluvial valleys
and flats ; and in some parts of the country, extensive
plains, in one of which Adelaide is situated. The hills
are, generally speaking, covered with timber, a great
proportion of which is stringy bark, which is very ser-
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viceable for building purposes, ‘and for fencing; and

many of the slopes and plains present a picturesque -

park-like appearance, while some large fertile plains
are free from timber, so that the colonists proceed at
once to plough as soon as they have fenced in their
lad. From the circumstance of the country around
Adelaide being level, the facilities of communication
with the town enjoyed by the settlers in the neighbour-
hood, are great—by means of natural ronds—and con-
siderable attention has been paid to the important
ohject of finding out the best line of communication
with the more distant districts ; and a great proportion of
the labour of the emigrants, who were at one time em-
ployed by the Government, was directed to the forma-
tion of such roads, of which it is understsod that nearly
400 miles have been formed. On one road only in
fhe colony, namely, that leading to Mount Barker dis-
trict, are there toll dues levied.

There is a post once a day between Adelaide and
Port Adelaide; once a week between Adelaide and
Encounter Bay, including Noarlunga, Willunga, and
various farm stations on the way. It is in contempla-
tion to establish an overland post between Adelaide
and Melbourne.

Notwithstanding all the disadvantages with which
South Australia has had to struggle (and those who
know anything of her history know that these have
been neither few nor small), she has made astonishing
and unparalleled advances, and has, in the course of a
very few years, attained to an unexampled degree of
praductiveness and stability. Upwards of 20,000 acres
were brought under cultivation in 1842, although it was
afler the sced time in 1838 ere the colonists obtained
possession of their country land. The returns of the
extent of land under cultivation, from which that re-
sult was ascertained, were obtained from nearly 900
proprictors and tenants, located in all the different
parts of the province which we have enumerated as the
settled districts. The increase of the flocks angd herds
has been also very rapid. There is no dought that
the pastures of South Australia are very extensive and
highly nutritious; so that one acre supports two or
three sheep all the year round. Great facilities are
afforded by the local Government for the occupation
of the waste lands for pasturage. The whole of the
unselected lands of the province are open for this pur-
pose. A trifling charge is made for a license, not for
the purposes of revenue, but for defraying expenses,
and an annual charge of 10d. per score of sheep.

The increase of stock appears from the following
statciment :— '

Sheep. Cattle.  Horses. Goats & Pigs.
In 1838.... 28,000 2,600 480 780
In 1842....360,000 20,000 2,000 12,000

The importation of wool from South Australia this
season, being her sixth year, exceeds 3,000 bales, be-
ing as much as was received from New South Wales
in her 40th year. .

By the Countess of Durham, just arrived from Port
Adelaide, we learn that, during a few months previously
to her sailing, upwards of 20 tons of butter, and 9 or
10 tons of cheese, had been shipped to the adjoining
colonies; while 25 tons of potatoes, and 3 tons of
onions had justbeen shipped for Sydney. Melons now
form frequently an article of export. A shipment of
flour had been made to King George’s Sound and Swan
River, while another was preparing for the Mauritius.
Five hogsheads of wheat have been received here,
per Countess of Durham, and about 90 tons of bark,
15 tons of lead ore, and 30 cwt. of copper ore, with
seul skins, tanned sheep skins, bullocks’ horns, &e.
During the year, ended lst of December, 1841, there
arrived in South Australia 125 vessels, comprising a
tonnage of 21,782 tons. Qur accounts do not enable
us to bring down this statement to a later date.
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We hope we may take it for granted, that the official
statements, which have appeared in our columns and
in those of other periodicals, have removed the preju-
dices which existed as to the scarcity of water in Adel-
aide, and in South Australin generally; and that our
readers are fully persuaded that the climate of that
country is decidedly favorable to health—not only to
the continuance of health, but to the restoration of it.

It has been officially announced by the Governor,
in his dispatches to the Colonial-office, that “every
able-bodied labourer in the colony had obtained em-
ployment from private jndividuals.” All private ac-
counts concur in stating that a rencwal of free emigra-
tion was urgently required; the natural increase of
the flocks and herds, and the extending agricultural
operations, rendered this indispensably necossary. The
wages of farm servants and shepherds were 10s. a
week, with full rations, and likely to advance.

Provisions of all kinds were very low, so that in no
country can a man support a family at less expense
than in South Australia. Bread was 1d. to 15d. per
1b.; beef and mutton, 3d. to 33d. per 1b.; butter, 10d.
to 1s.; cheese, 8d. to 1s.; milk, 3d. to 4d. per quart ;
tea, 3s. to 4s.; sugar, 5d. to 7d. per 1b.

Capitalists have very favourable opportunities of
investing money, farmers of obtaining leases on very
moderate terms; and labourers of procuring employ-
ment at good wages, and may safely calculate on being
much better off there—they and their families—then
they can be in this country, and that without working
so hard. All that is wanted is the faithful appropria-
tion by Her Majesty’s Ministers of the money received
by them, or by their representatives, for sules of land
in that colony.

FARMING IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

[A German Paper, the Hamburgischen Corres-
pondenten,” which has been kindly handed to us,
contains a very interesting communication on this
subject from Mr. Koch, a German seitler, in South
Australia. In a few preliminary remarks he informs
theEditor,that he has resided four years in the colony,
almost from its first settlement, and that he has had
very excellent opportunities of inspecting the early
discovered districts, and of witnessing the progress of
cultivation in the sottled parts. He expresses his
belief, that from the circumstance of his having
applied himself for many years to agricultural pur-
suits in Mecklenburgh and Holstein, his account of
the colony will be acceptable and intelligible, and will
tend to remove the indecision of such Germans as
may wish to emigrate, but who are deterred by the
uncertainty attending so great a change, or by the
contradictory statements circulated respecting it. Yor
the benefit of persons in the same position in this
country, we shall in the present, and one or two
succeeding numbers, give the substance of this
valuable paper.]

Tug climate of South Australia is agreeable and
particularly healthy. Although the heat of summer
sometimes reaches 100° Fahrenheit, yet, being always
tempered by regular sea breczes, it is seldom so op-
pressive as to interrupt the more important occupations
of the husbandman; and that only when the north
wind blows, which is but two or three times during
the summer, and seldom continues for more than two
days together. The two or three months of rainy
weather, which form our winter, are really May
months, and on the plains near the sea, are remarkably
pleasant; every thing looking verdant, and the earth
being covered with magnificent flower blossoms: the
rain is not continuous, but falls in showers, at intervals
of a few days. The winter in the mountains is colder
and longer, and there vegetation is checked for some
weeks. The country presents a great variety of ¢li-






