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Prszg or four South Australian Papérs dating
from the middle, to the end of May have: just
gome. to hand. .:From these, and more private
sourcés- we learn -that' thirigs -are favorably
progressing .in' 'thé Colony copious showers
of ain had fallen,’ rémoving all apprehension
of a'dfy season; and the farmers, undeterred
by the low prices of ;grain, were bringing
an increased. quantity of. land into- cultivation,
feeling satisfied that the cost of production
will decrease for several comsecutive years,
A third fishing station had beéen established
at Encounter Bay, and should the fishery
prove successful, it is. anticipated that not l¢ss
than six vessels of 300 tons each will,‘this
year; be required to bring home the oil and
wool, The manufactury; of articles for home
use or for exportation was: extending ; -soap
and’ starch- aré’ now - beiug pi'ddixéeg “of ‘an
excellent quality, some ‘of which have been
sent to Sydney. .. Malting and Brewing were
thought of, ‘and: considerable ‘quanties. of gum
had been collected. = A -Government -procla-
ination appoints ‘the firét public sale of waste
land in the Colony to, take :place on the 23rd
June, and describes the .gections, - in ‘:various

districts, to be offered on that duy at’the upset

price of ‘€1 peratre. -

. The recently jublished Blu¢ Book on South
Australia. furnishes “our. pages with important
mattef, :in -the. absence of :news from. - the
Colony. - ‘This' voldine "coniprises the- official
correspondence betwiey the Colorial and Hae
Authorities to a late perigd; and almost every
page confirms the truth of ourirepresentations
respecting - the 'natural capabilities and im-
proving’ condition "of the ‘province, - whiéh at
this ‘'moment offérs very rare advantages to

settlers of capital..
T T CHINESE TARIFF.

.. We congratalate our readers, as the friends of South
Australia, on the favorable bearing which the New
Chinege, '[ariff, and the general- regulations under
-which. the British .trade. is.to be carried on! in future
.yi:h-thng immense empire, have; on South Australian
interests. ! ‘ BT
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.. If ,called. on :to point:‘out. those arti¢les of éxport |

.in regard to. which the:colonists: of ;South Australia

were most deeply.interested, no: man would hesitate to

iname wool:and corn. Lately it would -haveé.be

en' wool
:only, now. we mustadd corn. i R
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The Chinese ‘Gavernment; which:it has. been the

[

fashion of rpany:in this couniry;to-ridicule, asthe |

-Xesqlved to admit all kinds of grain duly free.
Would that some wise rulers nearer home would

{impersouation .of folly. ,and - weakiness; has .wisely
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" cente. Woollen manufactures, viz :—

‘millions of iihabitants. -

i
I

take lessons in Chinese. It is a very <difficult lan-
guage, but some valuable attainments may be made
“without i a- master,” and even without the aid of
‘Marshman's Clavis Sinica. : . : :

The colonists ‘of South Australia experienced 'cons
siderable difficulty in finding markets for their surplus
grain-crop last' season, and have been feeling their
way by ‘small shipments to England, New South
Wales, New Zealand, King George’s Sound, and the
Mauritius. - But now a market opeéns of almost.un:
limited extent, to which freights must’ he. very low,
as vessels frequently’ sail from Port Adelaide to Singa-
pore or China in-ballast,—a market of that extent where
wheat, &o. is -admitted duty: free. Mark the’ contrast.
Tn the neighbouring British ' colony - of New South
Wales, the Governor and couricil have imposeéd & duty
of 10 :per cent. on'wheat from South Australia, while
wheat *from Van Diemen’s Land is wholly exempt:
In China whaat is admitted: diity free, from whitever
country under -heaven ‘it may come. Look on 7his
picture and on'that. Itis due to-the Home authori-
ties to state, that there is good reason to believe, that
théy have disallowed that precious specimen of colonial
legislation. :

And now as to wool. The following is an ex-
tract from the Chinese Tariff, showing the duties
chargeable on' woollen manufactures, in- dollars and

: o Dolls. Cts.
Broad cloths, Spanish stripes, habit cloths, :
.‘&¢., 51 to 64 inches wide, per chang of .
141 in0hes .eeversevdeivensecionsse -0 2]
Long ells; cassimeres, flannels, and narrow
cloths of this description, per changof
141 IChes evecriocirosessavsasess O 93
PBlankets of all kinds, each.'.sceieioseaese - 0 14
Dutch ¢anilets, per:chang of 141 incheg-i,v (0. 21
Camléts; por chang of ditto.«.o deieessee O 9%
Imitation do., bombaZotts, &o. ditto . 0 5
Bunting (various) pes ditto ... lie i 0 20
‘Unenhumerated woollen. goods, or silk and =~ ‘
- woollenj cottoni and woollen mixturesy&e. =
- b per dent. ad valorum. .. -~ - 4 . -
Ceveeienisi 175

Woollen yarn per 100 catties*

We need ‘not surely- point out’ the very favorable
character of these terms nor the ‘stimulus which' the
opening’ of the ‘China trade, under such nominal
duties, must give to bur manufactures in Yorkshire; &c!

Russiz lias had a large share of the woollen trade
with the northern districts-of China, but it ‘is enouglt
to yemind our readeis -that that irade is an overland
trade, and - cannot ‘stdnd a competition with sea-borne
productions. And if wnmanufactuted wool be among
the articles of Russian traffic, how 'cértainly will” ous’
‘Ausfrulian:coloniés secure to themselves thé whole of
that trade. T L T ET I ST

The wool sales hera commence on-the 19th instant
the prospects dre very favorable; we have no doubt they
will be -fully'realized.  ‘Our friends in Yorkshire- and'
Basinghall Street are wide awake in “such ciroum «
stances, and 'require no hint ‘from' us to point out the

‘favorable character'df ‘this opeiing by means of which’

‘our cominerciil -intércourse must be greatly extended
withi d ‘country which contains two or three hm;dr‘ed"
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Another huge blue book, bearing the above title, has
been recently distributed. It appears to have been
compiled in consequence of the following suggestion
offered by the Colonization Commissioners for South
Australia in their last report * That in order to afford
information on administrative and financial questions,
the most convenient course will probably be to lay
before Parliament a selection of such parts of the

correspondence of the colonial office with other depart-

ments in this country, and with the Governor, as are
most material.” The present collection is the result,
and presents in about 350 ample pages, a mass of
documents of cousiderable value, not only to those per-
sons particularly connected with South Australia, but
to all who may be interested in the foundation and early
management of colonies. The report itself—the final
report of the Colonization Commission for South Aus

tralia now merged in the Colonial Land and Emigration
Commission, bearing date 29th July, 1842, contains
little that would be new to our readers. Alluding to
the distribution of the sum of £155,000, voted by Par-
liament towards the relief of the colony, it states that
£98,424 17s. 4d. had been paid on account of bills
drawn from the colony in or before 1840, and £45,246
11s. 4d. for freights aud sundries, leaving £4,042 9s.7d.
on the former and £8,749 14s, 0d on the latter account,
together £12,792 3s. 7d., still unpaid, consisting of
claims which are awaiting the result of litigation between
different parties who dispute amongst themselves the
right to receive payment, or claims requiring for their
completion contingencies which have not yet occurred ;
or finally, of bills that the parties have not produced for
settlement. The topics of emigration ; population : state
of crime; land sales; extent of land ready for sale, and
progress of survey ; prices and wages; pauper emi-
grants ; question of renewal of free emigration ; exten-
sion of agriculture; Aborigines, and progress of dis-
covery; are discussed in order, but the information
given respecting them is now out of date. The report
closes with the following remarks. ¢ Land is now
ready for the settler at any time when he may purchase
it; agriculture is rapidly extending, and the number of
sheep and cattle greatly increased ; and thus then are
numerous elements of an improving condition, and
quite sufficient grounds, we should hope, to expect that
this colony will enjoy the prosperity which ought to be-

long to a community placed in a fine climate and good
land, having overcome all the difficulties of first settle-
ment, and situated in a conveniently accessible part of
the shores of Australia.” :

The documents which accompany this report, and
form the bulk of the volume, consist of dispatcheswhich
treat on a great variety of topics, and are interspersed,
with statistical and other tables. Among the more pro-
minent subjects are—the assumption of the Government
of South Australia by Capt. Grey, its financial situation,
and the plans adopted to square the income and expen-
diture ; the outstanding claims of Col. Gawler's Govern-
ment; the destitute emigrants, tbe relief afforded them,
the rapid dimunition of their numbers, and final absorp
tion, with the consequent demand for labour; and the
condition and prospects of the Aborigines. Two maps
accompany the volume, one & map of the southern coast
of Australia, from Encounter Bay to King George's
Sound, and the other of the division into Counties of the
settled parts of the Province.

We have not had time to go very carefully through
these papers, but they appear to {contain a fund of
information, which we shall have pleasure in offering
our readers from time to time, in a condensed form.
For the present we have made extracts from some of
the more important passages on the appropriation of
the Land Fund, the present demand for labor, &c.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS.

Almost every page of the Bqok coifirms, ift somge
form or other, the good accounts privately receivéd
‘from the colony, of ifs condition and prospects; and
places its natural advantages beyond a doubt. Itig
only justice to Capt. Grey to state, that the information
now afforded, tends to relieve him from many of the
charges brought against his administration; the mea-
sures which he has adopted having, with one or two
exceptions, met with the entire approval of the noble
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and the Lords of
the Treasury. Lord Stanley in a despatch, daled 4th
Aug. 1843, repeats his approbation of the course of
Gov. Grey’s administration, and his sense of the ser-
vices he had rendered ; at which time he had received
officis] advices from the colony to the 21st January.

ApproPRrIsTION oP THE Lanp Fuxp.—The divec-
tions issued to Captain Grey respecting the future
appropriation of the land fund are satisfactory, as
showing the determination of Government to see this
fund applied to its legitimate purposes, and to prevent
any further misapplication of funds now greatly needed
for the promotion of emigration. The following are
extracts from Lord Stanley’s despatch, of the 15th
September, 1842, to Governor Grey, enclosing the Act
for regulating the sale of waste lands in the Australian
Colonies.

« Another material advantage which I should antici-
pate from the enactment of this law is, that it will place
on a fixed basis the question hitherto so much agitatéd
regarding the expenditure of the land revenue. You
will see that the first appropriation of that fund is to the
expense of management.

« Subject to this charge,—for which however you will
obgerve that by the 18th section the Local Legislature
is empowered, if it should be thought desirible, to
make separate provision,—the proceeds of all land
sales are to be divided into two equal moieties. To the
disposal of one of these moieties Her Majesty has been
graciously pleased to intimate her willingness to surren-
der her rights, and it is accordingly appropriated by
Parliament exclusively to the purposes of emigration.
But it is by no means intended by this provision to
enact that the other mojety, or any part of it, may not
likewise be so applied, although on this point it has
been deemed expedient to reserve a discertion to the
Crown. Should the circumstances of the Colony be
such as to render a larger outlay on emigration desi-
rable, and the means from other sources be adequate
to meet the cwirent expenditure, there is no reason
why a sum equal to the whole gross amount of the pro-
ceeds of the land sales should not be directed to that
object. There are, however, certain items of expendi-
ture legitimately falling upon the land revenue which
I think it desirable that the Crown should retain in its
own hands. The first of these is the application of
such sums, and in such manner as you may judge niost
expedient, not exceeding in the whole 15 per cent, of
the gross proceeds of the land sales, for the benefit,
civilization, and protection of the Aborigines; the next
is intimately connected with, though perhaps not
strictly included in, the terms of the reservation in the
18th section,—being an expenditure in roads, bridges,
&c., for the pupose of opening and making more easily
available lands which it might be in contemplation to
bring into the market.

« As regards South Australia, Her Magjesty’s Govern-
ment are not at present prepared to place any residue
of the land fund at the disposal of the Local Govern-
ment; and the further arrangements in this respect
must depend on the financial circumstances of the
colony, when a demand may again arise.

“ Any appropriation, therefore, out of the disposable
moiety of the land-sales will, for the present, be limited
to the expenditure at the rate of 15 per cont. for
Aborigines. )



SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS.

« In the letter from the Board of Treasury, enclosed
in this despatch, you will perceive that the Lords Com-
missioners have decided, that after such deduction the
remaining balance of the proceeds of the moiety of the
]and revenue should be reserved for such directions as
Her Majesty's Government may hereafter see fit to
give on a more full knowledge of the financial state of
the colony.”

SurviEYED Lanp.—The following important extracts
is from & despatch from Governor Grey to Lord Stanley,
of the 31st December, 1842

«Survey Departmont,—The total number of acres sur-
veyed during the past twelve months was 37,814. The
number of acres sold during the same period of time
was 17,830 ; consequently, nearly 20,000 acres may be
added to the large quantity of surveyed and unselected
land, which was before open to the choice of the public.
There are at the present moment 312,925 acres of land
which are open for selection and immediate occupation.
Probably no other British possession holds out such
advantages in this respect to intending emigrants.

«It isright,however, that I should warn your Lordship
that this advantage will not long remain to the colony.
A very short period of time will suffice for the des-
truction of the pickets and corner-marks of the surveyed
and unselected sections, and the expenditure upon that
portion of the surveyed land which remains unsold and
unselected, when these marks are destroyed or defaced
may be regarded as wholly thrown away. I do not,
therefore, think it either a prudent or profitable opera-
tion for a Government so largely to forestall the pro-
bable demand for surveyed land; and acting on these
views, I have now recalled every survey-party from the
field, only surveying such portions of land as are con-
tiguous to occupied land, and for which special appli-
cution has been made. .

« I am happy to be able to inform your Lordship that
some of the most valuable portions of the province,
even in the immediate vicinity of the town, still re-
main unsold. 'This circumstance has arisen partly
from the ignorance which existed as to what soils were
adapted to the purposes of agriculture before experience
had fully tested this point, and partly from the spirit of
speculation which induced the selectors of special sur-
veys to grasp at what may be termed geographical sites,
and which have no real reference to the present or im-
mediate prospects of the province. It should also be
partly attributed to the fact of no large free grants
having been given, and to ‘the system of selling land in
small portions having been adopted. How much it is
to be atiributed to any one of these causes, may per-
haps be questioned ; but there can be no doubt that its
almost immediate cffect upon the colony will be a very
happy one, by enabling the Government readily and
constantly to realize a land fund with which to supply
the demand for labor.” i

New LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
—By the recent advices from the colony, it appeared that
Govemnor Grey had dismissed the old Council, but had
not then summened a new one, or made known the
system upon which such new Council would be con-
stituted. A despatch, No. 56, from Lord Stanley to
Governor Grey, dated September 6th, 1842, throws
light on this’ subject. ¢ The 5th section,” says his
Lordship, alluding to the act for the better government
of South Australia, enclosed in the despatch, «em-
powers Her Majesty to establish a form of legislature
similar to those which have hitherto been in force in
all the Australian colonies, except in South Australia ;
and, Her Majesty having been pleased to eXercise that
power, I enclose additional instructions. under the
Royal Sign Minual, consituting such a Council.

For the present this form of Council has appeared to
Her Majesty’s Government best suited to the wants

and the condition of the colony. They concur, however,
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in the view taken in the Report of the Committee of
the House of Commons, that it may be expedient at an
early period to grant to the inhabitants of the colony &
cartain degree of controul over its roveiue and expen-
diture, by the infusion of the element of popular repre-
sentation into the local legislature. The period at
which it may be desirable to introduce such a change
in the constitution must depend upon the advance made
by the colony in wealth and population; and you will
observe that the Act leaves to Her Majesty the exer-
cise of an unfettered discretion in this respect; but L
think it right to add that Her Majesty's Government
concur in the opinion which seems to have been enter-
tained by the Committee, that, before taking such a
step, it should be made evident that the internal
resources of the colony are fully adequate to pro-
vide for its own expenditure; and also that per-
manent provision should be made for certain fixel
and definite expenses, on account of the civil Govern-
ment of the colony.”” The additional instructions
above alluded to are in substance as follows: =a
Legislative Council is constituted ¢ consisting of the
Governor of. the colony, and seven other persons, to
make laws for the peace, order, and good government
of the said colony.” The Governor is authogized by
commissions issued on behalf of Her Majesty, to select
and appoint the first seven members of Council, three
of whom are to be persons holding public.offices in the
colony, and the other four persons not holding any such
office: in the event of death, absence, resignation,
suspension, or removal of any of the members, the
Governor is to select a person to fill the place vacated ;
all seats to be held during Her Mojesty’s pleasure.
Four members must be present in addition to the
Governor or President at and throughout the Council,
to enable it to act; the Governor to preside, or in his
unavoidable absence, the senjor member; all questions
to be decided by a majority of votes, the chairman to
have an additional casting vote, in case of equality of
votes; and standing rules and orders to be adopted and
made binding for maintaining order and method with
despatch of business. All laws, or ordinances, or
questions for debate must be iniated by the Governor,
but any member of Council may after having trans-
mitted to the Governor a_written statement of any law
what he may deem fit to be enacted, or guestion to be
debated, enter a copy of such statement on the minutes,
and his reasons in support of it. Minutes are to be
kept by the clerk of the Council, and read and con-
firmed, or corrected at its next meeting ; a copy of the
minutes for the half-year preceding to be transmitted
through one of the Secretaries of State twice in each
yenr.

’ The Governor is not to consent to any ordinance,
affecting the constitution, proceedings, number or mode
of appointing any member of the Legislative Council,
which shall be opposed to these instructions or to the
recited’ or any other Act of Parliament; or whereby
any person may be impeded or hindered from cele-
brating or attending in a peaceable and orderly manner
divine worship under other rites and ceremonies than
those of the Church of England ; nor whereby the
revenue of the Crown may be lessened or impaired, or
its prerogative diminished or infringed, or the number
of public officers, their number, salary or allowance
jncreased or diminished, without official leave and
command first received; nor whereby any bills of
credit or other negociable security may be issued in
liew of money, on the credit of the Colony; any
government paper currency established or any coin
save the legal coin of the realm, made a legal tender
without special permission of the crown; or by which
persons not of European birth or descent should be
made liable to peculiar disabilities or restrictions ; or
by which money is to be raised by public or private
Iottery ; or whereby aliens shall be naturalized, without






