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SiNce our laut ‘there - has been pubhshed as
otdered . by ' the - House’ of ' Commons, the
« Genergl Report’ of the .Colonial Land and
Emigration-Commissioners,”. addressed to Lord
Stanley, as Secretary iof State, and presented
by him to the House.—=It is dated the 23rd of
August last, and is intended to bring before
his Lordship: * the principal circumstances
which’ have presented. thémselves, of general
interest, since the date of their'last general
téport,” dated 30th July, '1842. © We con-
fine our attention to that-part of it which res-
pects South Australia, in entering upon which,
the Commissioners refer to the separate report
which' they submitted at that time, on' thé
affairs of South Australia : ‘adding,” * the dlS-
tinction - howeyer, which, formerly: exxs;ed,
between this colony. and the other Australian
Settlements, having now ceased, it becomes
proper to include it, with thé rest, in the pre-
sent report.” They remark also, that, *“so
large a body of information on this colony is
contained in the volume recently laid before
Parliament by command, that upon its general
condition it would be superfluous for us to
dwell here at much length.”

- We give éntire that portion of the report
which respects ¢ Immigration” » it is as fol-
lows :—

“ The emigration from the United ngdom
to this settlement from its beginning in 1836
to the end of 1840 amounted to 13,842
persons, It has since almost ceased during
the difficulties of the colony. According to

the public returns, which, however, may

pmsnbly not include . detached individuals

gomg out on their pnvate affairs, or persons
going in too small parties to be noticed under.

the Passengers’ Act, the numbers would
appear to-be no more than 175 in 1841, and
145 in 1842..
year they are returned at 22.

" ““The land revenue for 1842 havmg been
£5,830, a ‘question has ‘béen raised why. it was
not applied to emigration. The short answer

solvenc 7.

besxdes gra,ntmg £59,936 more.’

" For the first six months of this |

were given by this: country to the colony
within two years; ‘but they were given on the
distinct understandmg that every local resource:
without exception should also be devéted to
the essential’ and paramount object of contri-
buting to enable the colony to pay its debts.’
Besides this, however, we may observe that a
considerable part of the resources raised. for
South Australia was required in 1842-for the
support of the able-bodied emigrants who could
not get.employment. It certainly would have
been strange if the Government, which with
one hand "had to’ provide for an_expenditure’
that oncé’ ‘reached no léss ‘a rate than £25,000]
per annum for, ‘unemployed labourers, was
under an .obligation $o' spend money with the
other - hand; for the introduttion of.: fresh
ldbourers intd the vety same commumty We
dismiss this'question, ihetefore, Wlthoht f‘)tther
COMMENL, + ovs
‘« But eircumstances are now much altered.

All‘the able-hodxed labourers have, as before-
mentioned, been absorbed in the labour-market’
and there is said by the Governor to be ample,
room for a further supply of labour. He esti-:
mated that 400 -emigrants with their families
might safely be sent out_in this year. We
confess, therefore, "we should witness, thhg
much pleasure the accruing of any. fresh. re-
celpts for land that'would admit of a .renewal:
of emigration. We are ‘glad to. gather from’
the correspondence with the Treasury, prmted
amongst the recent papers,- that a moiéty of.
the land fund is intended to be appropriated:
her¢ as elsewhere to the salutary object of the
suppli of labour. ‘There can be no doubt, we
apprehend, that by the terms of the Act of the.
5 & 6 Victoria, c. 61 on. South Australia, com-.
bined with the previous enactments on the
debt of the colony, the land revenue would,
strictly speaking, be. claimable for the public’

-creditor, in default of other resources; and

that thls claim passes to the Lords of the Trea-
sury.’ Butit is far more consistent with the
liberal course pursued by the "Government of
this country throughout these affairs, and with
sound policy, that the settlement should not

‘be deprived of this source of the prosperity,

‘.demands upon it.
| principle of dealing with it in like manner as

is, that the colony . was then in a state of in- | which can best enable it to become equal to all

1In 1841. the Government of Great,
Britain advanced £155,000 to South Australia,
In’ 1842 it converted that loan into . a grant
£215,000.|

And on the same broad

all the other Australian colonies; it is included’
in our published list of the places to which, in’
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respact of money deposited here for the purchase of
land, we undertake to convey four labourers for every
£100 so received? Under the terms of the recent ac-
counts we have had to quote, we should see¢ the
labourers depart for this destination with every con-
fidence in their own welfare, and in the benefit con-
ferred on the community.”

On this extract, we submit the following remarks.
It is the first time we ever heard oF ANY CONDITION,
having been attached, to the grant made to South
Australia by Parliament last year. From this dictum
of the Commissioners we appeal to the words of the
Act, authorisibg the grant of £155,000, which are,
« Be it therefore enacted, that the said sum of one
bundred and fifty-five thousand pounds, shall have
been taken to have been granted in aid of the revenues
of South Australia, and that all further claim for the
repayment’ thereof, or for interest thereon, shall be
abandoned.”

As to the sum of £59,936, it was granted by a vote
of credit, to provide for certain drafts by the present
and late Governors, and for the current expenses of the
Colonial Government during the year 1842.

The sweeping terms employed by the Commissioners
in the preceding extract that * every local resource,
without exception, should also be devoted to the es-
sential, and paramount object of contributing, to enable
the colony to pay its debts”—is obviously introduced
in order to justify the transference of the land revenue
from the purpose of emigration, to the general purposes
of the Government of the colony. But the destination
of the land revenue was previously FIXED by dct of
Parliament, and the Commissioners know well, that it
stands on record as the resolution of ‘the Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons, appointed in 1841,
to consider the state of South Australia, of which
Committee, my Lord Stanley was a member, that they
thought it “ expedient that provision should be made
by Parliament for the advance to the emigration fund
of this sum of £56,000, and that the said sum when
so advanced should be applied to the purpose of con-
veying emigrants to South Australia.”

This resolution of the Committee was based on the in-
controvertible fact, that ¢ many persons have purchased
land in South Australia, on the faith of a guarantee,
given by 4th and 5th William IV, cap. 95, * that the
purchase-money so paid should be expended, in giving
a value to such lands, by the importation of labor.”

It deserves also to be remembered, that when Lord
Stanley proposed to the House of Commons, converting
the loan of £155,000 into a grant, he did so on the
common-sense ground, that it was foolish to be giving
to the colony with one hand, and taking from her with
the other, which the continued exaction of interest for
that loan and other advances, would have been. But
what hds niow been done? why the very vitalsof the colony
have been sucked fo pay a composition on the principal,
thus loaned. The land revenue has been seized; the
means of emigration, which the purchasers of land
naturally thought were secure, under the sanction of
an Act of Parliament Have been withheld, and the
colony left to languish.

We had no wish to raise -any inquiry on the tender
point, “ that a considerable part of the resources
raised for South Australia was required, in 1842, for
the support of the able-bodied emigrants that could not
get employment.” But as the Commissioners plead
this in justification of diverting the Land Revenue from
the purpose of emigration, it is but fair to examine the
plea. We maintain, that admitting for the salke of argu-
ment, that at one time last year a fresh supply of labor
was not required to be sent to South Australia; still
the fund which was to provide future supplies, should
have been held sacred to that purpose,-or if present
necessities led to the appropriation of it to another pur-
pose, the sum so used should have been repaid, and
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faithfully applied to the stipulated primary purpose.
But there are a great many points connected with this
subject, which ought to be enquired into. We can sup-
pose an intelligent ‘impartial: man, under a full know-
ledge of all the circumstances of the case, to come to
the following conclusions, viz :—That the deficiency of
employment for labourers in South Australia, during
the early part of 1842, was chiefly owing to the de-
rangement of the Government finances—the extentto
which Government works were carried on in 1841—the
sudden cessation of these works, and the great and
sudden reduction of the number of persons in the
pay of the colonial authorities ; as to all which matters
the colonists had no control, and from the consequences
of which, they ought in no respect to have suffered..

Again, suppose that our impartial man comes, to
learn that a Public Meeting was held in Adelaide at
which the Mayor presided, for the purpose of petition-
ing her Majesty for the recal of the present Governor
on this, amongother grounds, that His Excellencyhad is-
sued “large and unnecessary drafts upon the Lords of the
Treasury for destitute emigrants, and had applied the
proceeds of these drafts to other purposés;” of which
charge, no satisfactory explanation had been furnished
by any of the Governor's friends ; what then? he may
wish in order to form an impartial decision, to Lknow if
this charge against the Governor be well founded or
not. '

And further, suppose him to fall in with our number
for June, and to find that of 211 emigrants, obtaining
relief from the Government, there were according to
the official list, published in the Government Gazette,
159 children, and 30 women, and that of the remuinder
(22 men) there were 15 sick, 4 ‘blind, and 1 lunatic
what then? he may be excused thinking that the
support of sucH emigrants forms a very insufficient
reason for diverting the land revenue from its stipu-
lated destination, and that if any part of it has fora
temporary purpose been diverted, it ought assuredly to
be refunded, especially as the Governor in his official
despatches, and all private accounts concur in testi-
fying, that long ago, * every able-bodied labourer had
obtained employment from private individuals, and that
unless emigration be again resumed the onward pro-
gress of the colony, and the prosperity of its inhabitants
would be seriously retarded and injured.” ;

The other paits of the Commissioners’report deserve
consideration, although we cannot afford any more
room this month. We shall resume the subject in our.
next, noticing only now, that the Commissioners have’
come to a conclusion as to the outstanding claims, for
which the drafts by Governor Grey, on the Lords of
the Treasury, were returned to the colony dishonoured,
which is quite at variance with fact. They say “ wo
trust that they may almost all now be considered as
disposed of.” Alas! alas! these dishonoured drafts are
producing the most direful effects on all classes ‘of the’
community in South Australia, and involving in ruin
the innocent holders ; and all this for the paltry saving
of a few thousand pounds, withheld from the payment
of debts INCURRED BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF HER
MaJsEsTY in that colony. Loow

e
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CORRESPONDENCE. . -

Extract. from a letter from JouN MoRrpHETT, Esgq.
to &. correspondent in England, dated Adélaide,
1st May, 1843. o
« I avail myself of a very interesting opportunity, viz..

a vesscl for the Mauritins, the John Pirie, laden with

wheat and flour of our own growth and:manufacture.

The John. Piric's cargo, about 5000 bushels of wheat;

is the fourth small cargo we have already sent away,

and there’ is a schooner in the harbour from the Swai.

loading ‘with flour. ‘The formér- cargoes went respect
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- parties occupying the portion he describes is clearly set

ively to King George's Sound, Portland Bay, and along
the South East Coast, and New Zoaland ; but of all of
them the intended voyage of the John Pirie is the most
interesting end important, because the Mauritius is a
large and permanent market, and if it is proved by this
essay, that we can get a remunerating price for our
grain, we shall ship largely next ‘season, and the agri-
culturists will have an incentive to fresh exertions.

-« If (as is alleged) the South American wheat will
not give a profit to importers at a price under 6s. 6d..to
7s. a bushel, I do not think it will be important,
because our wheat is decidedly superior, and 8s. a
bushel at Sydney, or a price for flour equivalent to that,
would give a remunerative price to the farmer here, and
comimissions charges, and profits to merchants, mill
owners and ship owners. ' .

«T am proud to say, that there cannot be a more
industrious, striving, and moral community, than in
South Australia. The patience of the people under
difficulties of ‘the most crushing nature is worthy of the
highest praise and is a guarantee for the eventual
advance of the colony. : :

“ We are advancing in almost every way towards
independence. Candles have long been made here, as
well as boots and shoes from colonially dressed leather.
We now have a soap manufactory which succeeds admi-
rably, and will effectually prevent our spending any
cash abroad for this article ; indeed they talk of ex-:
porting to some of the other colonies.”

[We are very happy to understand that the South
Australion wheat sold at the Mauritius at § dollars
3 cents per 100 1lbs., being upwards of 12s. sterling
per bushel. The enterprize of these right-hearted
colonists has.thus been nobly rewarded, and a. most
favourable impulse will be given to the extended culti-
vation of the soil, which in all cases must ever be one
of the main sources of a country’s permanent wealth
and prosperity.]

SOUTH AUSTRALIA FOR BETTLERS OF THE HIGHER
- CLASSES. )

[The suitability of South Australia as a place of set-
tlement for the higher classes of emigrants has not been
sufficiently virged upon public atitention, and we gladly
transfer from the pages of a contemporary the following
letter on this important subject. The writer of the
article on which this letter commments, thus notices a
large class of British subjects, who might derive advan-
tage from emigration to one of our new colonies.

““'Phere are thousands of persons, who, following no
occupation, are entirely dependent on an income barely
adequate to their mere existence in England ; half-pay
officers in the navy or army—men with large families
and small capitals—in fact, all those that have been
justly termed the uneasy class.” 'Such are the peo:
Qle, for the most part, who congregete together in Con-
tinental towns. There are, I am told, in this place
alone* not less than 600 English. Avranches is an
English colony. Jersey and Guernsey are crowded
with our countrymen, who, too poor to live in England,
drag on their existence in a miserable exile, without any
oceupation or interest in life, save “tolive withiil their
incomes.” -These are the pedple to whom emigration
offers its greatast boon. The same capital, the scanty
interest from which enables them to waste_their lives
in a third-rate French town, would at once, if used with
Jjudgment, put them in a position of actual abundance
and luxury ‘in a riew colony, and at the same  time
:eheve their minds of all anxiety respecting the fu-

“re.l’ . . M

Having himself recently returned from New Zea-
lm_ld, he proceeds to point out that colony as the most
suitable, infairly comparing it with others, of which he
appears to know but little, or nothing. ‘That South
Australia offers as great, if not greater attractions to

.i# St/Seivan, Brittany.
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forth:below. ~We may call attention to' tlie fact that in

‘Adelaide, on the anniversary of Her Majesty’s birth-

day, above 150 ladies and gentlemen partook of the.
hospitality of the Governor, as proving that there can:
be no want of good society, male or.female, in that'
place. In this respect particularly, South Australia
will have the advantage over New Zealand ; that, whilst
in the latter, the settlers of the higher classes will be
distributed among the various settlements, those who
emigrate to the former will always be concentrated
around the capital of the province.]

TO THE EDITOR OF Tl*iE COLONIAL GAZETTE.

SIR—With your permission, I beg leave to offer a
few remarks on the letter of your correspondent “X.,”
which appeared in your last number. I am’well aware
that you are not to be-considered as approving of all
the statements which appear in the communications
of your correspondents. :

Mr. “X.” has lately returned from New Zealand
and he writes in commendation of that country. So
far well. . He thinks that emigration to it offers great
advantages to persons of & higher class than mere
labourers, to “ men with large families and small capi-
tals ;” and thinking so, it is 1ight that he should avail
himself of the favorable opportunity which your columns
afford, of telling this; but he goes farther than this,
and institutes a comparison- between New Zealand and
other colonies, in very sweéping terms; pronouncing
it % of ALL our colonies perhaps the one best adapted
to the habits and feelings of an English gentleman.”
I do not know if your: corvespondent hus visited other
colonies than New Zealand: if he has not, he is not
very well qualified to institute a comparison between
it and all the rest; and-although he has visited other
colonies, and has come to - the conclusion that- New
Zealand is preferable to them all, he should keep in
mind that there are many persons who have come to
a different conclusion; and that there is no propriety
while advocating one colony to attempt to depreciate
others; a practice which has too long prevailed, but
which, I am happy to say, has not been of late exem-
plified in the columns of the COLONIAL GAZETTE.

I have never been in New Zealand. In New South
Wales, Van Diemen’s Land, Port Phillip, Cape of Good
Hope, and South Australia I have been; and while I
shall avoid the fault which I have endeavoured to point
out in your correspondent “X.” I state the following
particulars as to South:Australia, which, in my opinion,
prove that it is peculiarly adapted to the class of emi-
grants to whom your correspondent “ X.” more partiou-
larly addresses himself; and, as he has intimated his
intention of resuming the subject on a future occasjon,
I respectfully submit these remarks to his candid con-
sideration. ~The agricultural capabilities of South
Anstralia have been most satisfactorily demonstrated.
Upwards of 20,000 acres of land were under grain
crop last season, (the fourth season of the occupation
of the country lands). Besides an-ample supply of the
staff of life for the population, (17,000 or 18,000 in-
habitants,) shipments of wheat and flour had been made
to King George’s Sound, Port Phillip, Sydney, New
Zealand, and the Mauritins. A small consignment of
wheat was received in London; samples have been
sent from South Australia to-Hamburgh; and the
uniform report is, thatthe wheat and barley are of -the
very first quality, equal in fuct to ary shown in Mark-
lane, or raised in Poland. -

The last number of the COLONIAL GAZETTE contains
an extract from a late Report of the Colonial Land
and Emigration Cominissioners, page 699, by which
your readers will learn, that on the 3lst of December,
1842, “there were altogether,” in South Australia,
« 312,925.acres of land. surveyed and open for selection
and immediate occupation ;™ and included in these, be
it remembered, are some of the most valuable portions






