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' COLON!AL LAND AND EMIGRATION‘

COMMISSION.

AGREEABLY to promise, we revert to the
examination of the General Report of . the
Commissioners, dated 23rd August last, in so
far as that Report respects South Australia.

" After stating the extent of land surveyed
and sold, the Commissioners report that an
Act has heen passed, subject to Her Majesty's
approval, on the important subject of pasture-
ficenses ; in regard to which the Commis-
sioners say, “We will not however enter
further into detail, as it will be -our duty to
make a separate report on the whole Act, of
which we will not add more here than that its
general object is to introduce a requisite sys-
fem into,_the colony, under rules that appear
to haye been carefully considered.”

’:Thefe seems to us to have been an utter
'ggg,ejtfﬁhjlggsfon.the part of the Governor and

uncil in the colony, and, we fear we must

add; on the part of the Commissioners here,
that the subject of pasturage was not an opez
subject. - ' Co .

.- Perhaps we might be justified in saying,
when we reflect on the changes which have
occurred both in Governorship and Commis-
sionership, that there is actual ignorance on
this point. ‘ o '

¢ The principles on which pasture leases were
to be had in South Australia were fixed in 1835,
and the advantages to be derived therefrom
were duly advertised by the Commissioners
-of that day, as an inducement to persons in
this country to purchase land; and these
advantages formed a part, and not an unim-
portant part, of fkat which the preliminary
purchasers were to receive for their money—
a part of the quid pro quo.

This point is placed beyond a doubt, by
a reference to the official regulations for the
d}sposal of lands, published by the Commis-
sioners, and inserted in the appendix to their
first Report in 1836, '

The eighth Regulation is in these terms—

*“ Leases of the pasturage of unsold land shall.

be granted for terms of three years, at a rent
of .ten .shillings per square mile per annum ;
the tenant having a right of renewal in pre-
ference to any other applicant.” On which,
the followirig comment is made by the Com-
migsioners.. ‘“ By the low price of pasturage,

one’ facility will be provided for a mode ‘of

1

production which has been most successful i1
the neighbouring settlements of New South
Wales and Van Diemen’s Land,” and they
add, most truly, what séems also to have been
sudly forgotten ;—¢ the cheapness of pasturage
would be of little use without a constant and
ample supply of pastoral labour.” ’

In the modified regulations for the disposal

’of lands, dated lst.October, 1835, appearing

in the same appendix, the following additional
regulation is contained—* That leases of pas-
turage shall be granted on the conditions
stated in the eighth article of the Regulations,
for the disposal of land in thie colony to those
only who are proprietors of land in the colony,
and at a rate not exceeding two square miles
of pasturage for every 80 acres. Non-pro-
prietors to pay a rental of £2 steiling -instead
of 10s. per square mile per annum. The pur-
chasers of the first 437 land orders to have
the first choice of pasturage.” .

Neither in the Board of Commissioners at
home, nor in the Council in the colony, by
whom . the new Act has been passed, to regu-
late the pasture-licenses, is there a single in-
dividual who from his own knowledge is aware
of the existence of these regulations. But the
preliminary  purchasers know. their rights,
although . they may not have power to cause
these rights to be recognised. They have had
no priority of choice of pasture-lands; and as
for the * constant and ample supply of pastoral
labour,” .without which, the Commissioners
themselves being judges, the cheapness of
pasturage would be of little use, we dare not
trust ourselves to write further than we have
already done in former numbers.

The only other point in the late Report of
the Commissioners to which we shall advert, is
one still more painful than even the disregard
which has been shown to the rights of Pre-
liminary Purchasers in regard to pasturage.
We glanced at it in our last number, viz.the dis-
honored drafts of Governor Grey on the Lords
of the Treasury, granted in -settlement of the
outstanding debts of the colonial Government,
at the time when he succeeded to the admin-
istration. of the affairs of the province. As to
these liabilities, the Commissioners are pleased
to say, “we trust that they may almost all now
be considered as disposed of.”  Instead of this
being the case, the return of these drafts
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under protest, for liabilities which were virtually the
same as other debts that were paid, has produced
the greatest misery in the colony. ‘The colonists
who wyere chargeable with no fault (unless putting
confidence in the representative of their Sovereign,
and the nominee of Her ministers be a fault) who re-
ceived these drafts in settlement of their admitted
claims, have been nearly all involved in irretrievable
ruin, by the return of these dafts under protest.

The banks, in the first place claim, according to
established colonial usage, 20 per cent. damages,
which the colonial Government refuses to admit as a
liability in any form ; while, for the original admitted
sum, they purpose issuing debentures, bearing interest
at 5 per cent. per annum, although the colonial interest is
10 per cent.; and, as if all this were not enough, these
debentures are to be issued in such a form as will pre-
vent them being negociated. Under this accumulation
of evils, the original holders not being in general able
to provide for the unexpected retiring of Government
paper, have no resource, but a declaration of insolvency.
It is painful beyond expression to read the accounts
received from the colony on this subject. We close
these remarks on the Commissioners’ Report by the
following observations made on this subject, by a mer-
cantile gentleman in the colony, who has witnessed the
direful effects of the dishonor of these drafts,

“ It is with deep regret that I inform you, that the
return of Governor Grey's bills for outstanding claims,
by Lord Stanley, is producing great mischief in this
colony.

“One Sheriff’s sale sweeping away £300 worth of
property, for a dishonored bill of £100 has already
taken place, and this morning poor Mec Dougall*
is to be sacrificed. The Governor, the Judge, and
indeed every honest man in the employ of Government
out here, stand amazed, and seem to blush whilst they
acknowledge their connection with parties in England,
who whilst they call themselves the Honorable and
Noble of the land, are acting the part of suspicious
bankrupts towards their suffering fellow-countryvmen
who confided in their honor, by taking the bills of their
agents in this colony.

“ Say or do what they please in Downing Street, or
the Treasury, the mercantile world must henceforward
be suspicious of Government bills, and no wise admin-
istration would sacrifice the confidence of this most
powerful body, for the paltry sum of £14,000.”

CORRESPONDENCHE.

Extract from a letter from a German Merchant, dated
Adelaide, 20th June, 1843,

My expectations of the colony, and the healthy look
of its inhabitants have been surpassed. As regards the
port it is a fine harbor. * * The most cheering pros-
pects present themselves; in all quarters you hear but
one opinion of the ultimate success of the colony from
the great variety of its inexhaustible resources. * * *
‘What the colony now requires is a new influx of immi-
grants ; as to my opinion, the most necessary are labour-
ers, who if not extravagantly greedy in their expecta-
tions, and satisfied with gaining a good livelihood un-
fettered by those cares, they have to contend with in
England will find most certain and ample employment.
* * You will have learnt with satisfaction, that some
trials have been made for finding out a market for the
surplus of our produce of wheat, flour, barley, butter,
cheese, &c. X believe there is very little doubt but
that the West of Australin will have to be regularly
supplied from this. New South Wales and Van Die-
man’s Land are no less sure to take off annually, some-
thing. The Mauritius also I should think will fre-
quently resort to us for a supply of our producé. As
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in this case it will gradually become a branch of trade
of the most vital .interest to the colony, the more so ag
we are sure every year to have a considerable increass,
* * The Hooghley has been taken up for carrying a
cargo of 16 to 17,000 bushels wheat and flour to the
Mauritius,

[From the press of Colonial intelligence we are com.
pelled to defer several other commuuications untj}
next month.}

COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE.

Adelaide Papers from the latter end of May to the
21st of July, have come to hand since our last, and con-
tain so much interesting matter that we have devoted
our whole space to extracts. Two new Journals haye
appeared in the Colony, the “ Adelaide Observer,’ g
weekly paper, edited by Mr. John Stephens, and the
“South Australian Monthly Times,” more particularly
intended to furnish the friends of S. A. at home witha
summary of the really important news.

We regret to announce the lamented death of the
Rev. C. B. Howard, Colonial Chaplain, who expired on
the 19th of July, aged 36, leaving a widow and young
family. .

A Dinner was given to Jacob Montefiore, Esq. at
Adelaide, on the 1st of June, at which the Governor
and many other influential colonists were present.

A full report of this Dinner is in type, but must be
deferred.

OUR GENERAL STATISTICS.

SourH AusTRALIA has now been proclaimed a British
Colony about six years and five months, )

For the last two years her population has been'nenﬂy
stationary, and may be set down at 16,000 souls.

The quantity of land surveyed in the Province, at
the date of the last returns, was 632,826 acres, and the
quantity sold and selected at the same period was
319, 891 acres. i

During the year 1842, the land under cultivation in
the Province amounted to 21,645 acres, of which 15,281
acres were whest, 2,934 barley, 760 oats, 972 maize,
758 potatoes, 252 turnips and crops not specified, and
688 gardens,

The amonnt of stuck in the colony at the same
period, as far as could then be ascertained was 360,000
sheep, 20,000 head of hoimed cattle, 2,000 horses, and
12,000 sundry small stock, such as pigs and goats,
which, upon a moderate calculation, were worth, say
£240,000 to £250,000. '

In estimating the amount of fixed and floating capital
of the Province, such as its oil and wool, its stack and
buildings, its farming implements and produce, its land
and agricultural improvements, and its actual cash in
hand, it can hardly be set down at less than £3,000,000
sterling, but, allowing, as we are fairly entitled, what
certain descriptions of property may be worth to theit
present holders as investments, we should not greatly
err in stating it at £3,500,000

The educational and religious statistics of the Pro-
vince are of the most gratifying kind, our private and
public schools being quite equal to the present demand,
and each of the denominations being now appropriately
represented by its clergyman, its pastor, or its minister.
In Adelaide, two places are opened for Divine worship
on the Lord’s Day among the Episcopalians, one by the
Church of Scotland, one by the Secession Church, one
by the Roman Catholics, two or three by the Wesleyan
Methodists, one by the Independents, two by the Bap-
tists, one by the Primitive Methodists, one by the New
Connexion Methadists, and one by the Plymouth
Brethren.

The manufactures of the Province are daily fii-
creasing in number and importance. Starch, candles
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' goap, leather, and a vatiety of other articles of duily
consumption, are now being produced et home, of as
cod o quality, and at a much cheaper rate thanthey
could formerly have been procured from the mother-
country. ‘To this list also may be added, boots and
shoes, articles of dress and furniture, and sundry other
mnatters, such as ironwork, and difficult pieces of machi-~
nery, species of colonial manufacture, about the pro-
curing of which no difficulty whatever is now felt.

Our exports of wool for the season have been 3,034
bales, containing 854,816 1lbs.; of oil 126 casks, of
whalebones168 bundles, of wheat 4,276 bushels, of flour
122 tons, of oats 134 bushels, of barley 686 bushels,
and of farm and dairy produce a quantity altogether
unexpected. The declared value of the total exports of
the last half-year is £47,716 1l1s. 2d.; and of exports,
produce of the colony, £38,296 0s. 2d.

To the climate, the labour-market, the ahorigines,
the banking statistics, and the mining operations of the
Province, we have devoted separate articles, and to
these we must refer for details, more ample in them-
selves, but in no degree less satisfactory than the fore-

oing. |
’ Apart from any disposition unduly to laud the land
of our adoption, we may still triumphantly ask, what
other colony, or dependency of the British Crown, could
ever show the like commercial and statistical results
within the like period? -

Only give South Australia fair-play, and she will
soon distance most of her competitors in the race of
colonial enterprise and success.—Monthly Times Junel. -

MONETARY AFFAIRS OF SOUTH

: ) AUSTRALIA. :

No truer indications of the commercial state of a
country can be given, than in the periodical publication -
of the "condition of its Banking affairs—those deposi-
tories of the wealth of the people—the mainsprings of
activity and enterprise—exerting an influence through-
out society-——upon which is based so much of the pros-
perity, so much of the happiness of the people.

No country in the world is said to understand the
principles and practical working of monetary establish-
ments so well as England, and none surpasses her in
her adaptation of the soundest practical knowledge to
the wants of her people ; and the attention which has of
late yoars been bestowed to this important branch of
commercial policy, and the improvements constantly

made in the systems of Banking, show how important
their bearings are found to be to the advancement and
permanence of prosperous commerce. :

Hence the returns of Bank-note circulation, and the
publication of Banking statistics, obtain great attention’
in the commercial world, and upon them are founded
calculations at once explanatory of past and premo-
nitory of cuming commercial fluctuations.

In like manner, small and insignificant as are the
statistics we are enabled to print may appear to be, they
are not devoid of deep interest to those who would
obtain a knowledge of our position and prospects, and
are certainly important, as showing the position to
which we have attained in the science of commerce.
We have, in the present number, given a comparative
analysis of the half-yearly returns of the Banks of the
colony, from the dates at which they were severally
published to the present time—a document exhi-
biting in itself almost a history of the colony, and from
which a variety of deductions may be made; and the
publication of the last-stated returns of the Banks,
.enables us to judge of the present condition of the mone- !
tary affairs of the colony.

At the present moment the Bank-note circulation
appears to be £10,998 5s. 9d., viz.:—

Bank of South Australid-eeeeeessses..£7,991 1 11

Bank of Australasife.veeeececcscssoas 3,007 3 10

£10,998 5 9
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whilst the corresponding period last year shows it to
have been £13,237 4s. 6d., being a decrease of
£2,238 18s. 9d.

The cash deposited into the DBanks at intevest
amounts to £52,882 4s. 10d., viz :— .
Bank of South Australia «ceee0......£37,158, 11 10
Bank of Australosia eeeeesscrossss£15,723 13 0

£52,882 4 10
whilst at .the same period last year, it was £61,903
10s. 8d. exhibiting a decrease of £9,021 5s. 10d.;
whilst the amount of bullion in the coffers of the Banks
is-now £25,612 13s. 11d. viz :—

Bank of South Austrelis «eceseeso...£20,490 10 8
Bank of Australasia. «...cesseesssses 5122 3 3

£25,612 13 11
At the same time last year, it was only £23,410
14s. 7d. shewing an increase of £2,201 19s, 4d.

Last year the liabilities in the colony of the Banks
at this period were £78,873 ls. 4d. viz:—
Bank of South Australia .c.veee.....£55803 &6 6
Bank of Australasia «...veessessesso 23,060 15 10

. £78873 1 4
with assets valued at £242,305 13s. 8d. viz:—
Bank of South Australidz............£187,479 0 1
Bank of Australasit...ceoeevesceesas 04,820 13 7

£242,305 13 8
whilst this year the liabilities are only £67,426 0s. 0d.
viz :—

Bank of South Australia ...v.00.....£46,797 0 9
Bank of Australasil ceesecescssrsses 20,628 19 8

£67,426 0 6
with £220,778 3s. 7d. of assets, viz:—
‘Bank of South Australidesescess....£181,623 11 0
Bank of Australasio..cccceeeesasress 392504 12 7

£220,778 3 7
showing this year a decrease of assets amounting to
£21,527 10s. 1d., and a decrease of liabilities to the
extent of £11,447 0s. 11d. or, in other words, that the
Banks have not so much capital invested in the colony
at the present time by £10,080 9s. 2d. as at the cor-
responding period of last year; and the colonists have
not so much deposited in the Banks as they had this
time last year by £9,021 6s. 10d.; whilst the circu-
lation has also decreased £2,238 18s. 9d., and the bul-
lion increased £2,201 19s. 4d. showing the pressure
upon the people from the inactivity of trade, and the
want of profitable investmment for capital, arising from
the want of confidence consequent upon the severity of
the ordeal our colony is passing through.

A variety of other useful and instructive calculations
may be made from the documents we now bring to-
gether, and it is highly gratifying to the colonists to find
not only that such important institutions of the Pro-
vinee are in so sound a condition, but that, amidst the
violent and painful reaction that we have had to endure
in our commercial relations, they have been guided so
skilfully and firinly ; and whilst our neighbours in the
adjoining colonies are enduring o fearful reverse in their
monetary affairs, we continue to watch them with much
anxiety, and fear for their misfortunes, but without any
fear for our own.—Monthly Times, 1st Juue.

THE NEW LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
On Tuesday, the 20th of June, His Excellency the

.Governor administered the oath, and presented their

commissions to the Colonial Secretary, the Advocate
General, the Registrar General, T, S. O'Halloran, Esq.
T. Williams, Esq., J. Morphett, Esq., and G. F. Dash-
wood, Esq., who were appointed in the Gazetle, of the
15th ult., to be members of the Legislative Council of
South Australia.






