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EQUALISATION 'OF DUTY ON GRAIN
“IMPORTED. FROM THE_COLONIES."

Ir gfvés lis éreat.{pléaéuré-go- learn, that some

efforts are making®to- obtain"an-équalisation of
duty’ jon 'grain, jhiported from the Australian
tolonies, and from (anada. - [t is obvious at
first sight, that there.ought to be no difference,
and were -any difference allowable, the grain
from‘the distant’ country ought to be admitted
at less duty thap, ¢fat from the near country.

. But what- is.the.fact of the case? Why
wheat can be imiported from Canada, at a duty

of one shilling’ pér’'quarter, but from Indja.and -

Australia the duty.is,four shillings per quarter.
The tried friend of South Australia, William
Hutt, Esq. M.P. for Gateshead, has given notice
of a motion to be' proposed-in a Committee of
the whole House, on the 27th instant, in
the following terms :—* That it is expedient
that the trade in corn, between the “United
Kingdom and the British possessiond in South
.Africa, India; /ax.lv(‘i“Australasia, be made sub-
ject to thelaws ‘which regulate the trade in
S:)ll'n’ between the United Kingdom and Can-
aa.’ . B S TR :
‘It is unnecessary to say, that we wish him
all success«+~we ‘must dd inore—we raise our
yoice, feeble though it be; and call on all the
friends of South -Australia, to aid him, to
strengthen his hands; and“to: encourage him.
Petitions should ‘be’forwatded ‘and entrusted
to Mr. Hutt, or some, other known friend of
the colony: in the House.. Common justice
demarids; that the privileges conferred on any
tne of the. colonies' of ‘the' British Crown,
s}zi‘o,_uld be extended to all,’that are in a posi-
tion to avail themselves of them, and desirous
of obtaining thein. . Perhdps our rulers do not
know that Soiith ‘Australia is in a condition
to'make a participation in such a measure, 2
boon to_ hey, . Young as she is, and hardly
treated as she ljag been, she 1s a. Corn-gxPorrT-
16 - Countryy-and - whatever ' ‘may be - the
exting, stitbller’dr: greater, to which' shé iay
avail ‘herself gf the opportunity of sending to
the mother coufitry the staff of life; she cer«
tainly ought tefdrive it in her power to: do so;,
~on the most favoted terms. - SRR
From the spjé¢iiieris of grain already recei' fed
ff_mm‘.Soutb-Auatmlia. there is reason to -Xx‘e-
licve. that a..réal: boon :wills be. conferred ‘on
Englah o by, b Baving an oppar:

tunity of obtaining, at a nominal duty, South
Australian wheat and barley, ror Srkep; so
that even the principle of self interest should
lead; the agriculturists to second the present
movement, and obtain the admission of South’
Australian wheat, at a duty of one shilling per
quartet, We are gratified by seeing that this
subject is engaging the attention of some of
our contemporaries. We refer particularly to
the Colonial Gazette, which is doing good ser-
vice to colonial interests. A spirited article
appeared in their number of 3rd inst., urging
the extension to the Australian, colonies, of
the ‘rule adopted as to Canada, and: in_ their
last number, ‘the propriety of this rule is
shewn as to ALL our colonies, "“including
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince
Edward’s Island, We are indebted to that
journal for the gratifying information, that
this'subject is engaging the attention of some
of,.even-our most distant colonies. . This -ap-
pears from the following extract from the
Calrutta: 'Star, copied by us, from the Colonial
Gazette of the 10th instant:—* The Calcutta
Star for some time past has been agitating the
subject of the growth of wheat in India for
exportation to England. From various com-
munications it would appear that Indian wheat
could be delivered at Liverpool, all charges
included, at about 35s. to 40s. a quarter.
But the wheat of this country, England’s
most valuable colony, is treated almost as a
foreign production, and a high rate of duty
forbids its importation into British ports.
Were the same favourable terms lately ac-
corded to American wheat, vid Canada, granted
to this country, and her grain produce admitted
on similar terms, the productive powers of
India would prove adequate to all the demands
of England, and - thus render her independent
of the continental growers. When Mr. Mont-
gomery Martin, some few months ago, intro-
duced this subject at a meeting of the East
India’ proprietors, little or no attention or in-
terest was exgited; we, hope, however, to see
before long, such proofs’and details of Indian
capability to supply cheap and good wheat as
well ‘ag-other grain, collected and’ published

»_i)y the Agri-Horticultural Society, that public

attention will be:attracted, and the home au-
thorities compelled to -do justice to India in
this ‘respeet.” ” '

" 'We think it highl)* probable that we shall
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soon hear of ourgood friends in South Australia having
taken up the same subject, and adopted measures to
give a formal expression to their wishes, or rather, to
the assertion of their rights. . S

In the meantime, let the friends of the colony at
home do their duty; let them use every effort to bring
its just claims before the public, especially as respects
the resuming of free emigration, for which purpose the
Government has received £60,000, and the conceding
to South Australia of the privilege granted to Canada,
in the importation into England, of wheat, at & duty of
one shilling per quarter. :

HOME NEWS.

WE are requested to inform the friends of South
Australia that a special general meeting of the South
Australian Society will be held at their office on Wed-
nesday next, the 2lst inst., to consider what measures
can now be taken to promote two very important ob-
jects, viz. the resumption of emigration to the colony,
and the support of Mr. Hutt's motion elsewhere re-
ferred to¥ The former question is one of such great
moment that vigorous measures should be taken to
urge its ‘¢onsidération on the Legislature, which can
hardly' réffuse 1o carry into effect the recommendation
of its owl' committee, or to do justice to these who
have long since fulfilled their part of the contract
entered into between the sellers and buyers of South
Australian lands under sanction of an Act of Parlia-
ment. It is probable that Mr. Montefiore, who has
lately returned from the colony, will favor the meeting
with some information respecting it. All parties in-
terested in South Australia are invited to attend on
the occasion.

We observe that this Society is about publishing a
small pamphlet adapted especially for circulation in
the agricultural districts, which we trust will be exten-
sively circulated.

W. Hutr, Esq. M.P. has given notice that he will,
on the 28th inst., move ¢ That it is expedient that the
trade in corn between the United Kingdom and the
British Pnssessions in South Africa, India, and Aus-
tralasia, be made subject to the laws which regulate
the trade in corn botween the United Kingdom and
Canada.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

HorEruL PROSPECTS FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
To the Editor of the South Australian News.

London—14th February, 1844,

Sir,—The steady attachment manifested by you to the
principles on which South Australia was founded, in-
duce me to trouble you with some suggestions on its
present position and future prospects. This colony has
achieved no small victory in having put to silence its
bitter and calumnious adversaries, in falsifying all their
predictions of total failure and destruction, by an exhi-
bition of great practical success; as it sproduce of grain,
wool, oil, and many other articles which have gone.into
the hands of the merchants and manufacturers of Bri-
tain and her dependencies fully demonstrate.

The cry against her for a long time was, « shew us
what she can produce, and we shall then give ear to
your statements,”—this was done, but it did not satisfy
these testy gentlemen. Let us see her become an
exporting country, and we shall listen to you.” Well!
she became an exporting country to’ a considerable
extent, and they then made e further demand and-ex-
claimed, ¢ when her exports equal her imports, then
we shall concede her claim to our patronage.” To this
fresh demand, unfair as it might appear, towards a_.co-
lony of such short existence, which had lost two'precious
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years in waiting to obtain possession of her lands, which
was nearly swamped by the bankruptcy of her Govern-
ment, and whose supplies of labour had been withheld
for more than three years, and herself ‘almost forsaken
by the mother-country; to this unreasonable require-
ment, satisfaction has been made, and proof given from
the colonial returns of the past half-year, that the ex-
ports have exceeded the imports by a considerable sum,

But now we see the adversaries of South Australia
changing their tactics; oh! provisions are so cheap,
grain is produced-and selling at such a low price, stock
of all kind is so plentiful, that there is no profit to be
made at all! 1Is not this the Elysium picture which
their souls so ardently panted for? Why then are they
not satisfied ? Why ? because they do not wish for satis-
fuction, they are resolved never to be satisfied with the
colony; so there we shall leave them, to take solace
from the present condition of N. S. Wales, Port Phillip,
and New Zealand, with one or other of which your
most unrelenting opponents are identified, and have
been ever since the colony was established.

To all those who have possessions of land and stock
in the colony, and to every reasonable person who is
desirous of seéing her resources developed, I would say
that her present position fully realizes the anticipations
of her earliest friends, and affords the most reasonable
grounds for expecting a progress vastly more rapid than
has hitherto taken place. If South Australia has been
able to “go a-head,” so rapidly in the face of the most
appalling difficulties and discouragements that ever befel
an infant colony, what may we not expect from the
efforts of the colonists, when a clear passage shall be
made for her, and a friendly breeze shall waft her
along ? When the landed proprietors resident in Europe
ghall arise and favor her with their counténance and
support ? :

To my mind, the present supineness of those wholive
in England, but who have an interest in South Austra-
lia, is most extraordinary and unnatural. It stands in
the way of that reward which'might be returned to them
if they would use those ordinary means and prudential
efforts which are inseparable from success; all the ele-
ments of prosperity are lying before them, both at home
and in the colony, only requiring to be applied, and yet
all seemed paralysed ! ) . . )

One would suppose that the present state and worse
prospects of the mother country would urge them to
action ; that future provision might be made from their
investments for the henefit of their rising families.

That as an increase to the population of the colony
would add to the value of all property there, they would
never ccase their exertions until the Government was
induced to apply the large balance in the Enmigration
Fund, which justly belongs to the landed proprietors, b
its legitimate purpose. )

That they would use their influence to encourage the
Emigration of families with capital, who might pro-
fitably employ their labour, and that, as living is as
cheap as in the Channel Islands, house-rent moderate,
education of a most respectable standing in Adelaide,
where every enjoyment that can reasonably be Jt}'
sired on earth is to be obtained; they would lay these
facts before their friends in all parts of the King?
dom, and submit to them whether South Australia with
its healthy climate and admirable social institutions is
not one of the best places for persons with maderate
capital and rising families to resort to for permanent
residence, : o

These, Sir, are obligations which naturally devolve
upon all who hold property in South Australia, and
were they only discharged, one should hear no more
complaints of disappointment from that colony. =

_ The present moment is one, which if properly im?
provéd, will richly reward every friend of that beautiful
and fertile country, and so favorable an opportunity for
settling and ‘making investments there, has never before
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presented itself, and may not ocdur again, for the blast
of the policical hurricane which has passed over it, has
tended only to fix its roots more deeply in the soil, and
prepare it for a steady and permanent growth.
i I am, Sir,
A FRIEND TO COLONIZATION.

THE CORN LAWS, FREE TRADE, AND CO-
LONIZATION, considered in a Letter to RICHARD
g{onnEN, Esq., M.P. &c. &c. by A MANCHESTER

AN.

Tais is a clever and well timed reply to the aitacks
which Mr. Cobden and other advocates of Free Trade
have made on the great principles of Colonization.
Thut gentleman, not content with the bold and perse-
vering assertion of his views on the former question,
has vigorously opposed all assistance to our colonies,
aud branded them as useless and costly appendages of
the empire. The object of this pamphlet is to shew
that colonization is the real and most important cure
for the distress so fearfully prevalent. In the letter to
Mr. Cobden, the author affirms that he “does not dispute
the correctness of the general principles of Free Trade,”
but ¢ denies their efficacy as a full and complete
remedy for our present increasing poverty and diffi-
culties.” After pointing out these difficulties forcibly
but without exageration, and considering the principal
arguments of the Free Traders, and the insufficiency
of their theories; he proceeds to state his own views
on this subject in the following terms:—

« The views I would advocate to remove the present
distress, and to guard against its recurrence, are the
following: the reasons on which they are based will
appear subsequently.

« First. Such a protection should be afforded to the
landlords as is consistent with the fair support of the
rural population, who thereby will be the best cus-
tomers to the manufacturers. But, at the same time,
the selfish system of throwing many small farms into
one very large one ought to be discountenanced; or, in
every such case, facilities should be afforded to the dis-
placed farmers to emigrate, with their families, to the
colonies. Also, the rural parishes should be compelled
to afford the means of emigration to the population they
now throw off, when by pulling down their cottages
and refusing to erect mew ones, they force the rural
poor into the towns,

« Secondly. The protecting duty, if there be one,
should be fixed and determinate.

« Thirdly. Let the national expenditure be reduced
by every possible means.

« Fourthly. Our colonies should be considered and
be treated as integral parts of the British empire, and
their produce admitted free of duty into every part of
the empire, on condition of their levying no duty on
the manufactures of the mother country.* ’

« Fifthly. Let the colonies be represented in the
British senate, either by delegates or deputies. .

« Sixthly. Afford facilities for the removal ‘of the
surplus population to. our colonies, at the rate of
300,000 per annum, so as to keep the population at its
present standard. )

« Seventhly. As every person so removed will be
a relief to the poor-rates of £4 per year, let the parishes
contribute that sum for every emigrant, -and let the
remainder be raised by debentures, guaranteed by
Government, at £4 per cent. interest, on security of the
colonial lands to which they emigrate, each labourer
engaging to work for hire in the colony three years, or
fepay the amount of his passage-money to the labour
fund, according to the time he so labours.

. * Mr. Porter says, “ One of the wisest sentiments ever uttered
in Parliament, on the subject of the govérnment of the colonies,

was that delivered in the session of 1842, by Sir Robert Peel, to -

the effect that colonies should as far as possible be treated as
though they were integral parts of the kingdom."

‘years.

Tight.
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« By this means the mother country would be re-
lieved of its incubus of poor-rates, which are increasing
in a geometrical ratio; while at the same time the

_emigrants would consume as much of British produce,

in two or three years, as would repay, not only the
parochial contribution towards their transport, but the
whole amount of their passage-money ; and afterwards
would become regular consumers of British goods, so
that, in course of time, Britain will command the mar-
kets of as many United States as there are British
colonies.

« Eighthly. As the concentration of British capital
in very few hands is destroying tho small traders, who
must emigrate or starve, and as the great increase of
population in our colonies will require a proportionate
supply of capital to render their operations efficient,
and enable them to make a good return of produce to
the mother country, greater facilities should be afforded
by our Governments for colonial investments, which
would surely be better than investments in Foreign
loans. If all the money sunk in Foreign loans had
been employed as here advised, how many blessings
would have rolled back upon the British shore, wave
upon wave ?” I

The remainder of the letter is occupied with the
subject of colonization, which our n.‘u_t_hor; hinks the
very best means of bettering the condition of thousands
of our countrymen by facilitating the transfer of their
industry and skill to places where those qualities will
meet with their due reward, and at the same time of
improving the ecircumstances of those who remain, by
increasing the consumption of British manufactures, a
consumption which he shews to be in a much larger
proportion in our colonies than in the Foreign countries
to which we trade. He points out New Holland as
more admirably suited than any other of our possess-
jons for the purposes of emigration, and as presenting
attractions not to be found in other parts, from “its
vast extent, its very small amount of native popula-
tion, its climate peculiarly suited to the British consti-
tution, its fertile soil, and freedom from the incon-
veniences of extensive forests, and from its central
position, surrounded by large and increasing markets;
such as China, India, the Mauritius, the Indian and
South Sea Islands ;” and calls the particular attention
of the Parliament and People “to a colony where the
principles of colonization have been put to a test,
severe beyond parallel in the history of the world,
and which, had they not been sound, must have given
way under the trial; a colony in which pure English
manners are to be found, and British society in its
most pleasing and unaffected state,—where industry
never fails of its due reward, and persevering energy
reaps a rich and fruitful harvest,”—in fact to SouTH
AUSTRALIA.

The other and larger portion of the pamphlet is
devoted to the more detailed consideration of ¢ the
necessity of colonization to remove the present de-
pressed condition of the people of Great Britain.”  The
position of this country at the present moment and its
prospects for the future are vigorously and eloquently
treated. The necessity of emigration is proved by
the increase [of the population and by the enormous
extent of pauperism. The former is proceeding at the
rate of about 14 per cent. per annum, notwithstanding
the numbers who have emigrated during the last ten
As to the latter, the returns shew that 1,180,927
paupers were relieved during the year 1841-42 at a
cost of £4,105,837, or £4 each. Applying these facts
to colonization, the author observes—

« Now, let us consider our colonies in the following
South Australia, for example, has a population
of 19,000 souls. To supply these with the goods they
consume, from 3000 to 4000 workmen must be con-
stantly émployed. This colony alone, therefore, saves
to the mother country from £12,000 to £16,000 per






