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faosk of our .-fﬁends.{vho‘;had' not tﬁé“éreti;
dtfending the recent meeting of |
Australian ' Society, and hearing
's. interesting account of his

n the pre-:
cent number. a full and correct report of the |
proceedings on ' that occasion. It is most:
satisfactory to us to find the assertions we
have from time to time made, respecting the -
real stability and steady progress of South
Australia. verified and confirmed, by the in-
dependent testimony of a gentleman, who
after long connection with the elder sister
colonies, and after personal inspegtion of .their ;
condition and prospects, emphatically declares,
«] know no colony offering’ a wider field, or
more encouraging prospects to the enterprising
emigrant of small capital, and the industrious
and persevering
tralia.” Statements like these, supported as .
they are by numerous and unquestionable
facts, will at length dispel doubt and.preji- .
dice, if they are presented to the attention of
“hosé who have an interest in settling the
question—those who propose to emigrate, but
pie undecided "in what guarter they can most
prudently and advantageously settle them-
‘selves. To effect this ‘end the’ active and
personal exertions of every friend of South
Australia should be directed. While informa-
tion je circulated through.the country by
papers and pamphlets—addresses and lectures
should be delivered to give an interest to the
information so  communicated. We firmly
believe emigration - to be one of the very best,
if not the only immediately available means of
relieving the distress so dreadfully prevalent,
and connecting this belief with our entire
confidence . in the sentiments so forcibly
expressed by Mr,, Montefiore, we unhesitat -
ingly call on on the philanthropist and patriot
to assist in promoting an object s0 beneficial
to an overburdened community. Above ail
this matter presses on the attention of the
South Australian landholder, the value of
whose distant property depends, like that of
his property at home, on the amount of atten-
tion and capital he is inclined to bestow upon
it. We are convinced that it will, in the end
well: repay any such outlay, and, that they
will reap the largest and surest return who
enter on the business of improvement with
spirit, decision, and promptitude. Our space
forbids further discussion, but we earnestly
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'feque'si:. the communications of our friends on
the best means of carrying out the views we
‘have thus briefly suggested.

We have just received papers to the 30th
September, too late, liowever, to make any
extracts in this number. We are glad to
_perceive that the Governor intends in future
to take off the obnoxious tonnage dues, of
which complaint has been made. 'The crops
continued to look well, and the weather was
favorable..  About 20,107 acres were said to
be under wheat, and about 6000 acres in

other crops.

HOME NEWS.

WE are requested to state that the pamphlet entitled
tend Emigrating to

« Useful Advice to those who in !

South Australia during 1844," published by the South

Australian Society, especially adapted for gratuitous

distribution in the country, is now ready, and may be

had at the publishers (SEE ADVERTISEMENT).
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Mr. Charles Buller has .postpoi

colonial corn until next-week. .
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''he South Australian news reflegts the pleasing
object of a young community—not frée from the cares
and annoyances incidental to humanity—but quietly
and steadily progressing in well-being. - On this account
we have been liberal in our extracts from the journals
of this colony, and add the following satisfactory extract

from a letter dated 31st of August, 1843, from a high
authority in South Australia to a gentleman in London:

« Affairs here are now progressing steadily ; the reve-
nue continues to improve, and the expenditure to
diminish. We hope soon tohave a surplus, and be able
to dispense with some of the most obnoxious imposi-

to sny that we shall have about

tions. I am happy
20,000 acres under wheat, and a proportional increase
e every promise of a boun-

in the other crops. We hav
tiful harvest, and, if we can obtain o market for our
surplus, we shall do well; indeed our onward progress
continues to be so regular, so sure, and, to all appear-
ance, so healthy, that my own mind is now perfectly at
ease, and the anxiety which for so long a time weighed
me down, has quite passed away.’—Colonial Gazette.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MINING COMPANY.

will be glad to learn that

Tug friends of the colony
he formation of a Mining

measures are in progress for t
Company. We have been favored with the perusal of
letters from Lord Stanley and Colonel Gawler on the
subject, from which we give extracts to shew the favora-
ble view entertained by them ;—that of Colonel Gavwler
is particularly interesting, as shewing not only his good
wishes for the prosperity of the colony, but being a
geologist, the opinion contained in his letter is very
valuable upon the subject of the mining capabilities of

South Australiai -
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Lord Stanley’s letter says, “That in the event of

" the Company being formed, and purchasing land, they

would be permitted to nominate miners for free passage
to South Australia.”

Colonel Gawler says, ¢ I believe South Australia to
be a very promising mineral district. It abounds I
think in good, probably, excellent iron ores. Good
argentiferous lead ore exists probably in large quantities.
There are veins of gold ore about as good ag those in
the Uralian range, which the Russians work to advan-
tage. When I left the colony, copper ore had been
discovered, but not in large quantities. I consider it
however very possible that the reports which have come
to England of its existence in considerable quantities,
are correct.

“ It should be a question whether the Mining Com-
pany should not add to its object the quarrying of
slate, of which there are excellent varieties, in con-
siderable abundance.

“ As to the spot to be selected. The whole mass of
ranges from Cape Jervies to Light's Pass, might very
well be embraced for the selection of the most promis-
ing, and as regards land and water transport, most
conveniently situated localities. It would give me much
satisfuction to hear of the formation of a South Austra-
lian Mining Company, and I shall be happy, as far as
my time and opportunities will permit, to reply to any
other queries directed to forward such an nbject.”

PROGRESS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

(From the Patriot.)

By late arrivals from South Australia we have ac-
counts to the beginning of September last. It is satis-
factory to know, that these accounts do not rest on
newspaper authority only: but that they have been
confirmed, in all their main points, by the most unex-
ceptionable testimony.

Jacob Montefiore, Esq., one of the original com-
missioners for South Australia, and who, for several
yvears, most meritoriously, and at the same time gra-
tuitously, discharged the duties of that office, lately
visited that country and the neighbouring colonies.

He attended a meeting of the South Australian So-
ciety, held the other day, and detailed, at considerable
length, what he had seen with his own eyes, as the
result of the industry and perseverance of the colonies
of South Australin. He says: “I never witnessed a
greater  spirit of industry pervading all classes than
in that colony ;” and, as the summary of his visit, he
stated : “T considered it my duty to visit most of the
settled districts, and to make a searching inquiry into
the character, wants, and capabilities of the colony ;
and it is with the highest satisfaction that T do most
confidently state, that I know no colony offering a
wider field, or more encouraging prospects to the en-
terprising emigrant of small capital, and the industrious
and persevering labourer, than South Australia. Its
climate is excellent, its soil rich, and asks but the cul-
tivation of man.” A few ycars ago that country was
an unkuown waste—the habitation of kangaroos, and of
a few aboriginal inhabitants, in a most abjeet state of
destitution, morally, intellectually, and physically.
What a change has British enterprise and British
perseverance effected ?

An immigrant population of 16,000 evr 17,000 souls
have been introduced, and the comforts of English
society and English living are enjoyed. Provisions
are much cheaper than in England ; numerous farms
have been formed, and the rich waving corn ficlds
¢ladden the eye in every direction. The produce of
grain far excceds the consumption of the inhabitants.

* Thousands of cattle, and hundreds of thousands of
sheep, depasture on the plains, Copper and lead mines
have been discovered, the latter of which, Mr. Monte-
fiore says, “ 1 visited, satisfied myself of their richness
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and value by a most careful inspection, and dug oyt
with my own hands the specimens which you see oy
the table.” Proof positive has been aftorded of thq
possibility of making good pig iron in the province by
means of their own charcoal, unassisted by any other.
fuel.

Slate quarries are in the course of being worked,
and several small cargoes have been exported to the
sisterr colonies, where, hitherto, the houses have
generally been covered with shingles, which may be
termed wooden slates.

These slate-slabs are sometimes taken out so large
as to form table tops, and other articles of furniture.

The whale fisheries are prosecuted more extensively
and successtully than formerly. The manufacturers of
the colony are increasing in number and importance,
Starch, candles, soap, leather, and a variety of other
articles of daily consumption, are now produced in the
colony. A considerable quantity of barilla has been
manufactured and forwarded to Sydney.

The quality of the barley grown in South Australia,
as exhibited in Mark-lane, is surpassed by none; and
the operations of malting and brewing have begun with
spirit, and very sanguine hopes of success.

More than & dozen of concerns in these lines have
been formed, and reached various stages of advance-
ment.

The principles of civil and religious liberty are
intermixed with the foundations of South Australia,
and members of the different religious denominations
enjoy in Adelaide the opportunity of worshipping Gal
according to the dictates of their consciences. Public
worship is conducted by ministers of the Church of
England,- the Church of Scotland, the Secession,
Wesleyan Methodists, Congregationalists, and Baptists,
The Primitive Methodists and the New Connexion
Methodists are supplied by lay preachers. The Bible
Christians, the Society of Friends, Jews, and Roman
Catholics, have meetings, and the German Lutherans
have two congregations supplied by Pastor Havel
There are several out-stations for public worship, se
that the sacrifice in respect to religious privileges made
by emigrants who remove to South Australia, is really
comparatively small.

In that colony there are no convicts or bush-rangers,
and the colonists are secured by the provisions of the
acts of Parliament passed as to this colony, from being
ever infested with convicts, They are also secure
from the domination of any religious sect; and were
the British Government to afford the means of free
emigration, as they ought to do in good faith, to the
purchasers of land theve, many of our countrymen
would seck and find in South Australia a happy
asylum.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY.

A special general meeting of this Socicty was held on
Wednesday, 21st February, when anumber of in-
fluential gentlemen connected with the colony were
present, amongst others, E. Divett, Esq. M.P.;
E. R. Rice, Esq. M.P.; J. R. Todd, Esq.; G. F.
Angas, Esq.; Henry Waymouth, Esq.; Jacob Mon-
tefiore, Esq.; Geo. Palmer, jun. Esq. ; Capt. Leckie,
Capt. Lambert, R.N. &ec. &e.~

E. Divett, Esq. M.P. having been called to the chair,
stated that one great object of the meeting was to hear
some statements respecting the present condition and
prospects of South Australia, which Mr. Montefiore,
who had lately visited that colony, had kindly promised
to afford them.

J. Montefiore, Esq. then addressed the meeting in
the following terms:— )

I was not aware, Mr. Chairman, of the exact object
of this meeting, which I considered had been called to
take some measures to promote emigration fo South
Australia. Had I supposed that it would have been
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expected of me to address this meeting, and to give
sume accountof my recent visit to that colony, I would
have come better prepared; but I shall nevertheless
have great pleasure in giving you all the information in
my power. I visited Adelaide in June last, certainly not

* jmbued with the most favourable impressions regarding

it, from the reports I had heard in the sister colonies,
and the extreme prejudices entertained towards it; pre-
judices, to me, quite incomprehensible. T considered
it my duty to visit most of the settled districts, and to
make o searching enquiry into the character, wants, and
capabilities of the colony, and it is with the highest
satisfaction that X do most corfidently state, that, I know

1o colony offering a wider field, or more -eqi¢ iraging

prospegts to,the enterprising emigrant of ;emall capital,
and the industrions and persevering labouiér than South’

Australia,” Its climate is excellent, its soil rich, and
-asks but the cultivation of man. The colonists now
produce & superabundance for their own consumption of
the stuple article of grain, besides exporting a large
quantity. When I was at Adelaide a vessel (the
Hooghley) of 600 tons, was being entirely laden with
wheat and flour for the Mauritius, and I have had the
satisfaction since my arrival of learning that it found an
excellent. market there. But, gentlemen, what the
colony requires is labour, without that it cannot pros

per; every hand seems employed, at full wages, and
greedy are they for the recommencement of emigration.
Such was the scarcity of labour in 1842, that the female
branches of the most respectable families were obliged
to lend - their aid in getting in the crop. What then
must be the state in 1843, when so much more land has
been cultivated? We must, Mr. Chairman, press on
Her Majesty's Government the actual necessity of
adopting some plan for promoting emigration to this
colony. Its mines alone, which must be worked, would
employ hundreds and hundreds of people. It is rich in
copper and lead mines: the latter I visited, satisfied
myself of their richness and valué by a most careful
inspection, and dug out with my own hands the speci-
mens which you see on this table. [ have no doubt
there are other mines in the colony, which will ere long
be discovered. I was much pleased with the German
emigrants, they are a most industrious class of persons.

I saw the two German villages of Klemzig and Hahns-

dorf, and was much struck with the great cleanliness
and industry of these people, and their visible happiness
and ‘contentment. 'They are a class much liked, and
have proved a great acquisition to the colony—and are
themselves highly pleased with their adopted country.
I visited also most of the farmers and graziers. At
Mr. MfFarlane’s estate, at Mount Barker, about 20
miles from Adelaide, I witnessed with surprise and
delight upwards of a dozen female German emigrants
thrashing wheat; he employs Germans chiefly, if not
entirely, on his estate, and requested me most particu-
larly to state to Mr. Angas, or any other gentlemen who
toolt an interest in the emigration of Germans, that he
himself would be glad to receive and employ from 100
fo 200 at good wages, and would gunarantee to maintain
that number. I am pursuaded 1,000 sent out during
the course of the year would find immediate employ-
ment at excellent wages. Wages are about 10s. to 12s.
per week, with most ample ratidis, consisting of 21b. of
sugar, #1b. of tea, 10lb of meat, and 121b. of flour for
cach adult, per weel, I would, therefore, beg those
gentlemen interested in South Australia, to afford every
encouragement in their power to the emigration of Ger-
mans, I never witnessed a greater spirit of industry
pervading all classes than in this colony. I should do
ill justice to my own feelings were I not to take this
opportunity of congratulating the friends of South Aus-
tralia -on the possession of such a Governor as his
Excellency Capt. Grey. He takes a deep and lively
Interest in the colony, and his whole soul seems wrapt
up in it: his mind appears always at work for its benefit,
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and nothing seems a trouble to him which will promote
its welfare. Hlis amiable lady and himself set a bright
example, in both domestic and public life, to the society
of the place. He has had much to contend against, but
his prudence, kindness, and. consideration have con-
quered all difficulties. - Governor Grey and his lady
take a great interest in the Aborigines. I visited the
native school, and was much struck with the appearance
of the children and their capacity for instruction : they
sing the Pselms ag well as any of our charity children;
ag;l on the table is one of their writing books. They
mtich reGuife a supply of Bibles and other useful books,
which, I trust, you will endeavour to get supplied to

‘ thenx by soifie of the sacieties established for the pur-
i pose, .

I woild' strongly advise tho proprietors of land
in South Australia to exert themselves to do something
with their lands, for their own sakes, for the sake of the
colony, and to eucourage intending emigrants. They
might, with advantage, let them at some nominal rent—
say to hegin «t 10/ per annum per section, and thus
endeavour to get them cultivated and improved. In
concluding these observations, gentlemen, I have only
to say I shall always be happy to afford ;jyou any in-
formation in my power, and to aid and_assist you in
every possible way in promoting the interests of South
Australia. ’ .

In answer to o question from a gentleman present,
Mr. Montefiore stated that the lands belonging to the
South Australian Company and those of Mr. Angas
were among the very best in the colony.

The first resolution: * That the best thanks of the
meeting be given to Jacob Montefiore, Esq. for the
information he has so kindly furnished,” was moved by
J. R. Todd, Esq. seconded by E. R. Rice, Esq. M.P.,
and unanimously adopted. ,

A gentleman present, Mr. M¢Lainej, said that he had
himself resided for some considerable period in South
Australia, from which he had only lately returned, and
&ould confirm all that Mr. Montefiore had stated to the
meecting.  ‘He lmew this col ny to possess. advantages
which could not be ‘readily” ﬁ)‘md in any other.

G. F. Axoas, Esq. moved the second resolution :—
¢« That thl meeting has heard with great pleasure the
gratifying report of Jacon DM ONTEFIORE, Esq., on the
present staie and prospects of South Australia, and
pledges itselfto use every exertion to second the praise-
worthy efforts of the settlers for the prosperity of the
colony.” He alluded to the gratifying accounts just
given by Mr. Montefiore, who was not only an intelli-
gent observer of human -affuirs, and fully capable of
forming a sound judgment on the state of the colony,
but he was also a disinterested witness, having had
more extensive connections with the other colonies of
Australia than with South Australia. His high cha-
racter and respectability gave importance to his state-
ments, which might be relied on so confidently, that
it was no longer matter of conjecture or of hearsay as
to its capabilities, but they 1eally had been ascertained
by the personal investigation of the gentleman now
before them, and fully confirmed by the specimens of
ores and produce laid by him upon the table.

He contrasted this representation of the present con-
dition of the colony with the painful uncertainty which
prevailed ten years ago, when they used to meet to-
gether for the establishment of the colony, and after-
wards as commissioners under the first South Australian
Act for carrying out more practical measures.

Even-at that time nothing so sanguine had been anti-
cipated to arise within the first twenty years, than what
we now know has been realized in less than six, not-
withstanding the existence of some formidable and quite
unexpected difficulties which have been successfully
overcome by the energies of the colonists, It did seem
almost impossible to realize the fact that MMr. Monte-
fiore, who had sat at the same board with them when
the prospects of the colony were all gloom and des-






