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LAING’S PRIZE ESSAY.

On looking over the elaborate essay by Samuel
« Laing, Jun. Esq. “ on the causes of and re-
« medies for the existing distress of the coun-
“try”’ to which the first premium of £100
was awarded, our attention has been particu-
larly turned to part III. chapter V. on Emigra-
tion.— We regret to observe that as to South
Australia, he quotes no document of a later date
than the Emigration Papers of 1842. The essay
will of course be published as a volume, and
in justice to himself and to the Colony, he
ought to subjoin an appendix, or copionus notes,
bringing down the information to the most
recent possible date.

On the important subject of Emigration,
there are some good general principles intro-
duced in the essay, but there is a degree of
hesitation and timidity which we regret to see
in a work of so much merit; we shall illustrate

both parts of our statement by brief extracts.

« When we consider the question of emigration in a
general point of view, it must be evident that it is, of all
othersy the most importunt, and most intimately con-
nected with the destinies of the English nation. The
appointed mission of this nation evidently is to people
the boundless*regions of America and Australia with a
race of men professing the purest religion, inheriting
the richest literature and proudest history, and endowed
by nature with the largest share of personal energy,
perseverance, moral courage, self command, habits of
order and industry, and, in a word, possessing the
lighest degree of aptitude for practical civilization, of
any race which the world has yet seen. Already the
flood of Anglo-Saxon population sweeps westward
across the continent of America like a great tide,
swallowing up the solitary prairies, and conquering
every year from the Indian and the buffalo, a wide
belt of six or seven miles along the line from the Rio
Grande to Lake Huron. Already the outposts of the
Australian continent are securely accupied, and the
sceds of future empires planted in New Zealand,
Yan Dicmen’s Land, and wherever a favourable situ-
ation presents itself to British enterprize.
imeasiness and distress at home, the pressure of popu-
lation on employment, the wonderful discoveries in
science, and even the mechanical tendency, money-
making spirit, and restless discontent of the age, are, to
the eye of a philosophical observer, so many incentives
and aids in the accomplishment of the two great mis-
sions of the English race—first, that of filling new
worlds' with a civilized and Christian population;
secondly, that of bringing the religion and civilization
of Europe in contact with  the stationary forms of
society and religion which have existed for so many
¢enturies.in the ancient East. Nor can. it be well
doubted that it is in a wise co-operation with these
great designs of Providence that we are most likely to
find o solution of our social difficulties, and relief from
the evils which oppress us. - .

The -

« It is clearly the duty of the Government to afford
every reasonable facility to private emigration, and to
treat every portion of the British empire, .however
remote, as an integral part of the same family. To
the extent to which it is the interest of a colony to
import labour, and the interest of labour to transfer
itself to the colony, there can be no question that the
Government ought to encourage emigration, both by
applying the publie resources of the colony in the most
efficient and economical manner, and by removing
obstacles at home arising from ignorance, prejudice,
and timidity.”

But on the other hand while the author ad-
mits “ that the.unoccupied land of a colony
constitutes a fund which ought to be applied
conscientiously for the benefit of the colony,
and that one of the most beneficial purposes
for the general interests of the colony to which
the funds realised from Land Sales can be ap--
plied, is the importation of emigrants.” The
idea does not seem to have occurred to him
that these unoccupied lands might be made
available xow for the purposes of emigration,
by means of an advance, on security of future
sales, such an advance being certain to give
an immediate value to the land, and afford
an immense impetus to colonization. He
expresses a fear * thatit is not yet possible
to return a satisfactory answer to the question
whether emigration on an extensive scale under
Government auspices, is practicable or de-
sirable.” : ,

He even states that it is a serious question,
« whether the rapid increase in the relative
amount of destitution, during the last ten or
fifteen years, may mnot have been partly oc-
casioned by the constant drain of the best and
most energetic portion of the population going
on under the system of private emigration.”

That in particular districts of the Highlands
of Scotland. according to the evidence of C. R.
Baird, Esq., one cause of the destitution pre-
valent there may be the removal of the able-
bodied men, seems not improbable, but the
practice of the young, the able-bodied, and
enterprising Highlander seeking to push his
fortune in more advantageous circumstances
than his native hills and glens afford, is not
of yesterday, nor do all that leave the High-
lands emigrate to foreign lands. ‘

Another very serious fallacy pervades the
chapter on Emigration—it seems to be as-
sumed by the author that the PRESENT extent
of the: demand for labor in the cclonies is the
maximum-of the extent of relief which they can
afford to the disfress prevailing in this country.
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Who does not see that there are in the colonies
almost unlimited fields for the investment of capital,
and that as as that increases, so must the demand for
labour, &c. The fourtcen or fifteen millions of the
inhabitants of the United States of America, with all
their wealth, enterprise, and mighty achievements, may
be ranked among the results of English emigration.
We did not indeed need an essayist to tell us, as Mr.
Laing has thought necessary to do, “that emigration
alone promises no panacea for existing evils.,” But it
is equally clear that no scheme for remedying these
evils can be complete without including emigration,
and that on a more extensive scale than has yet been
adopted. No man need desire a finer opportunity of
serving his country and raising for himself an imperish-
able monument as a benefactor of his race, than is
enjoyed by the Colonial Minister of Great Britain.
He it was, who proposeda grant of twenty millions to
secure the emancipation of the negro; and yet he
hesitates to take the initiative in any grand measure
of emigration, which would be doubly blessed to thou-
sands of our countrymen, blessed to those who went,
and blessed to those who remain.

HOME NEWS.

ALFRED MiLLER Muxpay, Esq. was Gazetted on
Friday as Colonial Secretary of the province of South
Australia.

We find that our esteemed friend George Fife Angas,
Esq. has been delivering addresses on the condition
and prospects of South Australia, in some of the large
towns in the north of England, which have excited
very considerable interest, and been attended by
numerous and respectable audiences.

Our attention has been called by a Constant Reader
to the fact, that the Penny Cyclopedia, just completed
in twenty-seven volumes, makes little or no mention of
South Australia, while New Zealand and Swan River
have each eleven pages allotted to them; both settle-
ments of inferior standing and importance. We regret
that we must defer the publication of the letter, but in
the meantime would express our hope that the publisher
of this work will rectify so strange an omission, in the
present re-issue, or in the promised supplement.

Most gratifying letters have, we understand, been
received from those members of Mr. Angas’ family,
who have gone out to South Australia, expressing their
great satisfaction and delight at the appearance of the
country. We hope to be favored with some extracts
for our May number.

The Dinner of the friends of South Australia will
probably take place during the month of May.

CORRESPONDENCLE.
To the Directors of the Secondary Towns' Association,
and the Currency Creek Special Survey, in South
Australia.

GeExTLEMEN.—Having, with others (upon the faith
of an Act of Parliament founding this colony, passed
the 15th of August, 1834, in the fourth year of the
reign of William the 4th,) taken Town and Country
Land in the above Association and Special Survey,
upon the understanding that the whole of the purchase-
money was to be appropriated in sending out labourers
of all classes, and the Commissioners not having kept
faith with the Directors, I think they would be justified
(in case the original agreement is not fulfilled) in calling
upon them to refund the whole of the money and
interest ; but, if the money were properly appropriated,
the present would be a very desirable time for Settlers
and Emigrants to go out, there being a great demand
for every description of agricultural labourers at good
wages, und provisions of all sorts being very low, offers
a double inducement to the colonist.
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Many members of the Association would be willing
to let their land on very moderate terms, to enable
small capitalists to commence farming advantageously,
which would, at the same time, be bringing a fair retutn
to the land-owner for his outlay.

It would be pleasant and desirable for a Community
to go out and settle themselves in o near to either of
the above Townships, viz.—Wellington, on the River
Murray; Victoria, on the River Light; or Currency
Creek, on the River Goolaa,

I consider the above Townships are upon too large a
scale, and that each appropriation should only havea
quarter of a Town-acre instead of one acre, and the
remainder (to which they would be entitled).should be
in suburban acres.

I therefore respectfully suggest that a meeting of the
subscribers should be immediately called by the Di-
rectors to memoralize the Government, and to consider
what other steps should be adopted under present cir-
cumstances. 1 remain, GENTLEMEN,

Your obedient Servant,

London, April 1844, A LAND PROPRIETOR

PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE.
TuespAy, Marcu 20TH.

COLONIAL CORN.

Mr. Hurt presented three petitions: one from the
merchants and ship-owners of Hull connected with the
trade of the Australian colonies, another from the mer-
chants and ship-owners of London engaged in trade to
the Cape of Good Hope, and a third from proprietors
and others interested in the prosperity of the colony of
Soutk Auastralia, praying that the trade in corm with
these colonies might be placed on the same footing with
that from Canada. The hon. gentleman then proceceded
to bring forward the motion of which he had given
notice :—¢ That this House resolve itself into a com-
mittee of the whole house on the Corn-laws, for the
purpose of considering the following resolution :—¢That
it is expedient that corn impnrted into the United King-
dom from the British possessions in South Africa, India,
and Australasia, be made subject to the same duty
which is levied on corn imported into the United King-
dom from Canada.”” He said he had to lay before the
House a great grievance under which he conceived some
of our most valuable colonies were labouring, and hoped
he should have the good fortune to enlist the attention
of the House to this important subject. Last session a
bill was introduced by Government, and carried through
Parliament, by which certain duties were taken off corn
and flour imported from Canada. It was stated that it
was a measure which would give great encouragement
to the agriculture of Canada, augment the commerce of
the colony, and, being just and reasonable in itself, must
necessarily cement the union which existed between the
parent state and its dependency. It was on these
grounds that he (Mr. Hurt) asked for a further relax-
ation of our Com-laws, and that we should place our
colonies of South Africa, India, and Australia, on the
same footing, by admitting their corn at a nominal duty.
Ttappeared to him that those colonies had a much stronger
claim to this advantage than could be made out for
Canada. In the first place, they were separated from
this country by a much greater distance, and were, con-
sequently, more exposed to the vicissitudes of our
fluctuating scale of duties, and further separated than
Canada from any other corn-producing country. In
addition to these facts, there was the most important
one, that we had already applied the system of a free
trade to other portions of our colonial empire. Why
should not the people of the Cape of Good Hope, India,
and Australia not participate in the bencficial measure
which had been dealt out to the people of Canada? It
was true they had never risen against the authority of
the mother country, but they were members of the same
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community, subjects of the same Sovereign, and sub-
mitted themselves with at least equal obedience to the
same Legislature ; they were, therefore, entitled to the
same favor and protection. Their case wasnot like that
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, which, perhaps, were
very properly made exceptions to the regulations
regarding Canadian corn.  Government stated last
year that those colonies were not to be included in the
Canadian bill, because they never produced sufficient
corn for their own sustenance, and, if the regulations of
the Canada bill were to be extended to them, they might
obtain facilities for smuggling, but would gain no advan-
tage to themselves. This was not the case as regarded
our eastern colonies; on the contrary, he could show
that their case was decisive against Canada. Those of
the Ministers who took part of the debate of last year
said that Canada, producing generally a greater quantity
of corn than was required for its own consumption,
would derive great advantage from this extension of the
market ; it was on this they rested their case. Now, he
hoped he should be able to satisfy the right hon. baronet
and the House that the colonies to which he was re-
ferring were corn-producing countries, and could export
a large quantity of grain. Australia was peculiarly
adapted for the cultivation of corn. It was true that
the district round Sydney was in some degree an ex-
ception ; but even in Sydney corn had occasionally been
produced in sufficient abundance to be used in feeding
cattle ; and in the southemn districts round Port Phillip
it had always been a favourite article of cultivation, pro-
duced in great abundance and at small cost, and ex-
ported to other countries in that part of the world. But
the great granary of the sonthern district was Van Die-
men’s Land and South Australia. It appeared from a
paper which had been laid on the table, on his (Mr.
Hutt’s) motion, that a considerable quantity of wheat
was imported last year from Van Diemen’s Land, and
that large supplies had been sent from that colony to
other countries, and amongst them Mauritius. Not-
withstanding all the difficulties of the sliding-scale,
1,300 quarters were last year brought from the colony
to this country—a quantity small, it is true, when com-
pared with our consumption—but large enough to be of
great importance in connexion with the question he was
now submitting to the House. This was the first time
the corn, the produce of Van Diemen's Land, had come
into our markets, and the experiment had remarkably
succeeded. The corn arrived in remarkably good con-
dition, and was pronounced in Mark-lane to be corn of
very superior quality. After paying all the expenses
of freight and insurance, and a duty of 3s. per quarter,
it had left a very handsome profit to the importing mer-
chant. 1In this country, where a struggle so desperate
was going on to find an outlet for capital, it was needless
to say that an experiment, once successful, was certain
to be repecated on an enlarged scale. Indeed, there
were many circumstances which made this speculation
a matter of certainty. He had himself inspected a large
portion of the corn brought from Van Diemen’s Land,
and had never seen any equal to it, as regarded the
weight, thinness of the skin, or general appearance.
He knew that his hon. friend the member for Hythe,
who had used a portion of it for his domestic purposes,
was of the same opinion. The average official price of

corn at the time of its importation was 56s. a quarter,

and great part of that from Van Diecmen’s Land sold
from 60s. to 72s. It did not suffer atall from moisture
when put on board of the ship, or from heat in the
course of the voyage, and was imported into the Lon-
don market in a condition scarcely less suited to the
purposes of the merchants than when loaded in the
colony, It appeared from the circular of Parsall and
Co. in Mark-lane, that the cost of the wheat in Van
Dieman’s Land was 13s. a quarter, the freight 10s. the
duty 5s. and other chorges 5s. in all 58s. a quarter;
300 quarters were sold from 62s. to 63s. & quarter, and
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200 from 62s. to 70s. It was true that 10s. a quarter
was a very low freight—lower, he believed, than could
be remunerating to the ship-owner; but the alterations
made by Her Majesty’s Government two years ago in
all articles which enter into the construction and equip-
ments of a ship—alterations for which he had never
hesitated to say they deserved the thanks of the coun-
try—would no doubt have the effect of reducing the rate
of freight, without injuring the shipping interest. It
was stated in the circular of Mr. C. J. Heath, factor, in
Mark-lane, that the Australian wheat was peculiarly
fine, quite equal in quality to the finest qualities of
Essex and Kent, and so dry, owing to the heat of the
climate in which it was grown, that it was admirably
adapted for shipment; that the portion imported had
sold for high prices, and that there was every reason to
anticipate that Australian wheat would obtain prices
fully equal to the best qualities of English wheat.
He (Mr. Hutt) held in his hand two papers, signed
by various persons connected with the Australian
colonies, and among them some of the most respectable
merchants in the city of London. They declared that
the trade in corn with those colonies was well adapted
for the purposes of the merchant; that the quantity
imported had sold, notwithstanding the excessive duty,
at prices amply remunerating; and that if a duty
not exceeding ls. a quarter were imposed, it would
operate as a great encouragement to cultivation in the
colonies, and a much larger importation might be an-
ticipated. Such was the case of Van Diemen’s Land.
He now proceeded to South Australin. Such were the
natural resources of that country, the spirit and energy
of its inhabitants, and the wisdom of the prifciple
upon which it has been founded, that that which had
been a lonely wilderness, was now become the seat of
a British community, prosecuting all the arts of in-
dustry. He (Mr. Hutt) had been one of the first to
recommend the formation of this colony, and had taken
an active part in procuring the Aect of Parliament which
had established it. Tor several years he had acted as
a commissioner for regulating the aflairs of that colony,
and although he had no longer an official connexion
with it, his interest in it was unabated. All he asked
for South Australia was, that it should be placed on
an equal footing with Canada. The hon. gentleman
herve proceeded to show that the South Australian
wheat was abundant, and of excellent quality, and
quoted an.extract from a letter stating that the harvests
were abundant, and that having administered to the
wants of others, they (the colonists) had enough and to
spare for their own. So promising was the appearance
of the corn fields, that unless some new outlets were
found to dispose of the produce, they must cease to
enlarge the scope of their agricultural operations; and,
on the contrary, must contract them. They inquired
where new markets were to be found, and stated that
no market could be so inviting to the corn exporter of
South Australia as the Corm Exchange of his native
lund, although the distance and expense were both
great. ‘The letter he (Mr. Hutt) contended, expressed
the feelings of the colonists, and that they were looking
out for that measure of simple justice which he was
now asking on their behalf; and in further confirmation
of his views, the hon. member quoted two further ex-
tracts ‘from letters he had received from South Aus-
tralia, dated respectively the 27th.of May, and the
28th of June, 1843, in further confirmation of his
views. He then stated that he knew that constitutional
orders had been sent out to Australia for a much larger
importation of grain than could have been expected—
conditional, however, on the rate of freight and the
success of his motion. The hon. member then pro-
ceeded briefly to advert to the case of South Africa,
contending that it was little different to the others.
Strong, however, as these cases were, the case of India
was yet stronger. All those best capable of judging






