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[}LIMATE OF SOUTH- AUSTRALIA.

WE are sometimes amused with the inquiries!
vhich are still made, now and then, as to[
he climate of South Australia ; and \Vltll the !
wssertions which are still made, in “certain |’
juarters, of the want of rain in that Colony.

During this last week, our opinion was asked,

n the first of these points. When we meet
vith awy person prejudiced, or even ignorant
m these subjects, we at once look upon him

18 one who has not availed himself of the
)pportuiities. afforded, through the SouTh
AUSTRALIAN N-EwWws, of obtammg correct in-
ormation on these VITAL statistics.

In the prospect of free emwratlon belng
esumed which will’ ‘very -soon be the case,
ve thmk it proper to direct the “attention ot:
ur readers, very particularly, to these impor-
ant: subjects,—the salubrity of the cllmate,
nd the supply of raia.

In no Colony. of the Brlllbh Crown have
nore effectual .mmeasures been adopted, to
urnish' minute and’ authentic information on
hese subjects, than in South Australia. Ac-
urate daily registers have been kept, both
f the state of. the temperature, and of the
juantity of rain, ever since' the arrival of the
rst emigrants. 'We refer to the tabular state-
1ents’ given .in. pages 247, from which it will
e seen, that the climate is a most enviable
ne, The annual -mean temperature having
een, with siqgular uniformity for four- years,
7°, than which, no state of temperatule
AN BE. MORE AGREEABLE.,

But is it HEALTHY? Yes, very healthy
s-it not sometimes very HOT 7 Yes, very.

Lte there not great variations :in the tempe.|

iture in' the course of a day? "Yes, some-
mes there ‘are. But notwnthqtandmg, the
limate is as singularly HEALTHY as it is
GREEABLE. The extreme heat is sometlmes,
ra day or two, 105° or 106° in the shade,
ad varlatmnﬁ to the, extent of 30° have been
bserved,-from 9- AM. (0.9 P.M.; yet, after |-
1,-a--more healthy country is. not to..be found |
the world.” ‘An accurate Return of Deaths
’ 1643 was obtained, whlch ‘dmiounted ‘to
i4,.in a; popula.tu)n of i6 51@,,bemg oply
NE'! BER {'GENT:; whllst muEngland :the
qrtah?y is nekrl HEEE "PER ‘CENT 1

uch & resullt.. ascertﬁl ed in! slichia’ ﬁlhnhie:,

ought to convince the most incredulous, and
remove the fears of the most timid and appre-
hensive. So much for the CLIMATE.

But is not' the country subject to long,
dreadful droughts? 'We, unhesitatingly say
NO. -And evidence, equally undeniable, has
been furnished’ on thw subject too. A Regis-
ter of the state of a RAIN GUAGE, has been
kept for upwards of five years, the results of
which are given on page 247. The average
number-of days on which rain fell, during the
five years, ended 31st Dec.. 1843, was upwards
of One Hundred per Annum, bezng nearly on
.an average, every thirdday !! And, what is
more striking, and utterly fatal to the allega-
tion of ternble droughts, there was not, dulmg
these five years, ONE single calendar month
WITHOUT RAIN. Nor is this all, that the
' Register of ‘the Ram-guage has proved. It
has proved that there' is, comparatively, little
variation in the’ quanhty during any one year
.and another ; there having been far less dif-
ferences in South Australia, than in London,
during 1840 and '1841. The annual average
quanutvof'ram in South Australia, during these
two years, was 21. inches; and in London,
22,77 ‘inches. Besides, the quantity of rain,
which fell in London during the year 184C,
was 18.184 inches, and in Nouth Australn,
23.997 inches. These are the FACTS of the
case, ascertained, in the most unexceptionable
mauner, — placed beyond all contradiction,—
and culculated, most eﬁectually, to silence
misrepresentation, and give confidence to in-
tending emlgrantb, on those points, as to
which, misgivings are very painful, and as-
surance very desirable.

SALE. bF .SO’UTH AUSTRALI;AN GUM:

On the 22nd inst,, ‘149 packages, about 16 tons, of
Wattle Gum, recently drrived per ¢ East London’ from
South Anstralla), sold .at public salé with much spirit
at 623. to Gds.: per cwt., in bond for good quality,
and ‘a few packages of blocky, at 60s, to 66s, per
‘cwt, ; these extreme: prices are, in gleat measure, to
‘be :,xccounted for by the great scarcnty ‘of gum'sene-
‘gilyand other descuptmns gmtable f})r mannfacturmg
purposes. With incteased, atteption to tire collection
and shiph\ent, it must beeome e‘)entua]ly, an article
‘of ‘gredt iniportance'to, this juterésting colony. .
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CORRESPONDENCE.

——

Translation of a Letter addressed by Mr. U.
BLEIKEN, chief mate on board the Danish South
Sea whaler ¢ St. Croix,” Capt. Paulsen, addressed
to his parents in Denmark, dated Hobart’s Town,
Van Dieman’s Land, January 18th, 1844.

My dear Parents,—As it is possible that the letter
has miscarried which I addressed to you four months
ago from Kangaroo Island, 1 forward a copy of it to
you by a vessel via London, to which I shall add a
duplicate for transmission by the French whaler
¢ George,’ bound to Havre. “The first opportunity we
had, of torwarding any communication to Europe,
was by an American vessel from the Cruzette Islands;
and you will doubtless have been informed by Mr.
Schmidt, of my being in good health, We left that
station on the 9th April,'passed the islands St. Paul
and Amsterdam on the 18th, and reached Port Lin-
coln on the 7th. May (my birthday), all well and
happy, after an absence from home of six months.
Port Lincoln is one of the most recent of the Austra-
lian settlements, and has a splendid harbour.
late the settlers have suffered considerably by the
predatory eruptions of the natives, so that more than
half their number have quitted the place for Adelaide,
a town situated at some distance to the east of Port
Lincoln. After having supplied ourselves at Port
Lincoln with wood and water, I left with the ship for
Kangaroo Island, and Captain Paulsen proceeded to
Adelaide for provisions; and after his return, we
hastened to Coftin’s Bay, (you must look in the
charts yourselves for all these places,) to enjoy the
advantage of the season. We remained there June,
July, and August, obtained 500 barrels of blubber,
quitted the bay again on the 3rd September, and
reached Kangaroo Island the 7th of that month. I
returned yesterday evening from Adelaide, whither I
had gone for provisions and stores. Adelaide is a town
about six years old, with a good port in the vicinity,
and a particularly fine surrounding country; and
promises, in a few years, to be one of the finest cities
of Australia; if only the English government would
do something for the vessels, the expences upon such
a ship as the ¢St, Croix,’ being between £30. and
£10.% These outlays are too heavy for whalers, whose
only object is to refresh, and therefore all vessels
ought to avoid entering the harbour as much as pos-
sible. Not far distant from Adelaide are the German
villages of Klemzig and Halinsdorf, the latter called
after our townsman, Captain Hahn, of Sylt. I visited
Klemzig, and found its inhabitants very much pleased
with their adopted country, and their altered con-
dition. Land there is mnot dear, but exceedingly
productive. Wheat and barley tlrive amazingly :
for rye the land is too vich. Vegetables of all des-
criptions are to be found in abundance. Meat cheaper
than in Holstein, and quite as good : and it is
astonishing to think, that a district that has only
been settled about six years, is in the condition to
export such quantities of flour, wool, and other pro-
ducts of the same kind, as is however the case.

From Kangaroo Island, where I am now writing,
and from which our correspondent at Adelaide, Mr.
H. C. Stackmann, will forward my letter to Europe,
we shall commence.cruising south of New Holland,
where the whaling scason now commences. We are
only awaiting two English harpooners whom we have
engaged in lieu of two French ones who have
thought proper to leave the ship.

(Signed) URVE BLEIKEN.

N. B. Since the date of .this letter, the port charges at
Adelaide have been reduced onme half. = e e
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T.ABourR MARKET IN SouTH AUSTRALIA—The
following letter has been addressed to Mr. S. Page,
by Mr. W, H. Belcher, who has recently returned
from the Colony. Both these Gentlemen will be glad
to find that Free Emigration is to be resumed, under
the auspices of Government.

July 30th, 1844

Sir,—Having recently returned to England from
South Australia, after a residence of four years and
upwards, and_knowing you to he desirous of promo.
ting the welfare of that colony, you will, perhaps,
excuse my calling your attention to its present state,
interesting as it must be to all who have the welfare
of their fellow-men at heart.

During the years 1842 and 43, there was a con-
siderable number of labourers employed by govern-
ment, but in the ensuing harvest, they were all
employed by the colonists; and before the next,
considerable uneasiness was excited by the fact, that
there were not snfficient labourers, and that unless
something was done, there would be great loss to the
colony generally, I need mnot remind you of the
many attempts made by ingenious individuals to
make a machine that would cut the standing crops,
or that they all failed with one exception, that of Mr,
Ridley’s; and however sanguine he may be with
regard to the ultimate perfection of that machine, it
must be admitted by all who have seen it in operation,
that the loss of wheat is very great; and admitting
that he should be able to carry it out to its fullest
extent, it will still be a question whether the farmer
would be greatly benefitted by it, as in the settled
districts, the scarcity of pasturage will at all times
cause the straw to be valuable,—indeed indispensible
to the carrying on a good farm, which straw, when
the machine is used, is entirely lost.

Turning from the corn-grower to the sheep-farmer
and stock-holder, we shall find they are in a worse
position, as from the inunense increase of the tlocks
(say 90 per cent) and herds, it is impossible for them
to carry on their operations in the present state of
the labour market,—in fact there is no such thing as
a labour market. Remembering also what is now no
longer a supposition, but a fact, that the colony
abounds in mineral wealth, and that the almost daily
discoveries made, must and do draw away labourers
and others from pastoral pursuits, favmers and stock-
holders will of necessity suffer in proportion as the
various other resources open up and progress. By the
increase of shipping that is also taking place, since
that crying evil, the heavy port dues, has been
removed, many hands ave filled, and many more will
be regnired to meet their urgent and necessary
demands. Unless there is a large importation of
labour, it will be impossible for the colony to pro-
gress ; and having very carefully watched its past
and present position, I cannot help coming to a JSirm
conviction, that the time has now arrived, when the
fiiends and supporters of South Austvalia should
make a decided and determined effort for the purpose
of reviving emigration ; and that unless it is done,
and that quickly, the colony must, in spite of its
great resources and favoured position, make a retro-
grade movement. I hesitate not to say, that if a
thousand labourers were at once sent out, they would
find immediate employment; and if this could be
accomplished, I need not point out to you the im-
mense amount of good that would be done, as it
would enable the farmer to grow wheat, etc. for
exportation remuneratively ; while, undef existing
circumstances, it is frequently attended with a loss.
I have known many cases in which the standing
crops have been offered for sale at about 2s. per acre
more than was demanded for reaping.

In conclusion, I would beg to add to these few
thoughts, that if there is anything in which I could
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be of assistance in forwarding go desirable an object,
1 should feel it both a duty and a pleasure so to do.
And I beg to subscribe myself, Sir,
Your most obedient Servaut, .
W. H. BELCHER.
To S. PAGE, Esq.

COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE.

No papers have come to hand since our last. We
continue our extracts from the mass of papers
received by the last arrivals :—

NOARLUNGA STEAM Frour MiLL, AND PORT.—
The enterprising and industrious settlers to the
southward, having in conjunction with Messrs. Ste-
phens, Phillips, and Dehlorne, neatly accomplished
the important undertaking of erecting a steam flour
mill at the Noarlunga township; we think that a
description of it may be acceptable both to the set-
tlers in other districts, and to the numerous friends
of the colony at a distance.

Noarlunga township is situated on a fine alluvial
plain, about one hundred acres in extent, and is
nearly surrounded by the river Onkaparinga, in the
form of a horse-shoe. On the opposite side of the
river, and indeed, on every side of the township,
banks or hills rise abruptly to the height of several
hundred feet; so that from whatever side it is ap-
proached, except from the sea, the place is not seen
till the traveller is close upon it. The distance from
the sea by land, is two miles, but by the river, which
meanders through a rich open country, it is six miles.
The river is about twenty feet deep, nearly the whole
way to the sea; but unfortunately, at the month,
there is-an awkward bar. We were happy to hear,
however, that flat-bottomed boats of twenty tons
can enter and depart with a cargo twice in each
month, and smaller craft at all times, The anchorage
outside is excellent, and it is propesed to load vessels
in the offing, as is done at Port Macquaire and other
similar harbours. The Great Southern IRoad crosses
the river at the township by a good wooilen bridge,
of several arches, erected at the expense of Govern-
ment by the sappers and miners.

In this township, the settlers of the surrounding
vales, and of the districts to the southward, having
determined to erect a flour-mill, they made arrange-
ments for that purpose towards the end of last year
with Messrs. Stepliens & Co. who possessed a very
superior steam-engine, which had been. purchased in
Sydney by Mr. Dehorne. The following is the result
of a personal inspection of the mill and machinery,

The main building measures 41 feet in_ length, by
29 feet in width. It has four floors, and its height
to the ridge of the roof is 33 feet 7 inches. The
engine-house is 16 feet by 8 feet 9 inches, and- its
height is 14 feet 3 inches from the floor. The boiler-
room is 22 feet by 14 feet. The whole is of brick
(made npon the spot) except the base of the engine,
which is of fine white stone. The wall of the mill at
the base is 2-feet work, and at the top is 18-inch
work.

On the ground-floor ave the bins aund the machi-
nery, which will be driven by straps. Here also is
a well, with four feet depth of” water,

The ground-floor is laia with Willunga slate, beauti-
fully fitted. The pump attached to the well is
worked by an eccentric motion from the main shaft,
. Onthe first floor are two paivs of stones, measuring
in diameter 4 feet 6 inches ; also the machinery for
working the pump, and the hoisting gear.

On the second floor are the smutting and dressing-
miachines, and on the third, or top floor, are the
blnﬁsi;The red gum timber is used throughout, and

there are screws in every part to remedy any shrink-

243

ing. ‘The buildings are covered with Willunga slate.
The engine is of twenty-horse power, is quite new,
in excellent condition, and is constructed according
to the best model, with the latest improvements. It
was made at the Atlas foundry, Market street, Glas-
gow. In the boiler-room there are two large tanks for
supplying the boilers, in one of which the water is
heated by steam before it enters the boilers, which is
a very great improvement on the old system, There
are aiso blow-off pipes, by which the boilers can at
any time be thoroughly cleansed from sand or dirt,
thas saving the friction which wears away the boilers
by the action of these materials ; and there are guagg
cocks with a glass tube outside, by which can be seenn”
at any time the quantity of water in the boilers.

Nearly all the castings were made by Mr. Wyatt,
of Grenfell-street, Adelaide. They are all very
excellent, and have given the greatest satisfaction.
We particularly admired a curved pipe, and portions
of the dressing machine. The patterns of the cast-
ings were made by Mr. Bagshaw, foreman to the Mill
Company. The dressing machine was nearly all made
upon the spot.

We had the pleasure of seeing the barge ¢ Onkapa-
ringa,’ twenty tons, lying in the river, about thirty
or forty yards from the mill buildings, which is capable
of exporting all the flour ground at the mill.

From the progress the work is making, we should
say that the mill will be completed and ready to
commence operations in about a month.

On the whole, we may heartily congratulate the
settlers in the southern districts on the immense ad-
vantage which will accrue to them from this splendid
mill, which is undoubtedly the finest in the province.
The immediate and certain benefits will be, the
establishment of Noarlunga as the port of the district,
the consequent improvement of the country, and a
great increase in the cultivation of the rich valleys
along the coast, which are already so well known and
appreciated for their agricultural capabilities.

The town of Noarlunga must also now become a
place of importance. There is an excellent inn, a
pumber of good houses, and commodious’ cattle and
sheep yards erected by the South Australian Com-
pany. We hear also that the Mill Company intend to
erect about a dozen cottages for their work-people,
and Mr. Quick, the postmaster, intends to build
another large house for the entertainment of travellers.

Noarlunga, the mill, and the surrounding country,
are well worthy of a visit by those who wish to see
the most convincing proofs of the rapid aud satisface
tory progress of the colony.—Southern Australian,
March 5th.

Prants AND Frurts.—There are a vast number
of plants and fruits which could be cultivated in
the soil and climate of this country to the greatest
advantage, and the products of which could be sent
to London, that market which can scarcely be
overstocked, and almost the only one which gives,
or can give, a permanent and certain value to
all our staple articles of production. There are,
however, two great barriers to the introduction
of such new article of cultivation, 1st.—The want
of seeds and plants in sufficient quantity, and at rea-
sonable prices. 2nd.—The want of intormation as to
the mode of cultivation.

We subjoin a list of a number of plants which we
understand might be grown here to the greatest
advantage.

Flax and hemp might be cultivated in many parts
where the soil is rich, and where it could be manured
by burdling sheep over it. The price is most remu-
nerative, and there is an unlimited marketin England,
the imports to that country in 1836 having been
1,600,000 cwt.






