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The Subscribers to the * SOUTH AUS-
TRALIAN NEWS’ are requested to

take notice, that it is now Published ati ter ;
" those restrictions only, which may be neces-

27, Leadenhall Street, instead of 104, as
heretofore ; and on the ist, in lieu of the
15th, every Montk.

WEe stated, a short time since, on good au-
thority,
to South
early period, under the auspices of Govern-
ment. No public notification of such resump-
tion has yet issued from the office of the Colo-
pial Land and Emigration Commissioners, but
we have been favoured, by a friend, with a
copy of the following Circular, which has,
we understand, been addressed to all their

agents:—

¢« Colonial Land and Emigration Office,

9, Park-street, Westminster, Sept. 9th, 1844.
_ «§tr,—I am directed by the Colonial Land and
Emigration Commissioners, to acquaint you, that a
limited sum of money has been placed at their dis-
posal for the purpose of aiding Emigration to South
Australia, in which colony the demand for labour is
now reported to be considerable, and at good wages.,
It is proposed therefore to offer a passage to parties
of the description named in the accompanying regu-
lations, on payment of the sum of £6. for each adult,
and half for children, if they should prove on inspec-
tion to he in all respects eligible.

« I am desired to state, that should you happen to
have any emigrants to recommend on these terms, or
be able to state what prospect there is of procuring
any, and what number, in your neighbourhood, the
Commissioners will feel much obliged for the com-
munication. I have the honour to be, Sir, your obe-

. dient servant,
) « Joun WALPOLE, pro. Secretary.”

Whilst we hail with pleasure the prospect,
however limited, of supplying the Colony
with the labour it is so much in want of, and
has so pressingly demanded, and while we
cordially aprove of a judicious and econo-
mical expenditure of the small sum placed to
the credit of the emigration fund, we believe
that very different terms must be offered to
emigrants, if those alone are to be selected
who intend to work for wages on their arrival
out. We believe, that few if any agricultural
labourers will be found in England, who can
afford to pay anything like this amount to-
wards the passage of themselves and families
to South Australia : or who can do more even
than provide the outfit required by the strin-

that in all probability Free Emigration
Australia would be resumed at an|

gent regulations of the Emigration Commis-
sioners. We do hope steps will be immediately
taken to offer a FREE PASSAGE to these, with

sary to secure suitable selection. It is true,
that the sum at present to be applied is limited,
but further supplies may come from the same
source ; and, at all events, there is the large
amount due to the emigration fund, which
ought to be repaid, and devoted to its legiti-
mate purpose. The friends of the colony-
must never relax in their efforts till they ob-
tain the restitution of the unappropriated
£56,000, which would furnish ample means for
the providing free passages for as many fami-
lies as the colonists would desire or could
employ ; while it would, at the same time,
eminently serve those, who might by its dis-
bursement, be enabled to leave poverty and
want for comfort and competence.

DOMESTIC PROCEEDINGS.

SINCE the publication of our last number,
there have been no arrivals from the colony,
and very few indeed from any of the neigh-
bouring colonies; yet we flatter ourselves, our
present number will not be by any means
deficient in interest. Some very important
moves have taken place at home. As wean-
nounced in our number of August- 15th, the
emigration of labourers, under the sanction of
the Colonization Commissioners, is to be
immediately resumed, and a Parliamentary
Return, relative to the affairs of South Aus-
tralia in general, and to the general question of
emigration thither in particular, has been
published by order of the House of Commons.
On both these subjects, we have thought it
proper to express our sentiments fully and
freely. The vital interests of the Colony are
concerned ; and as we cannot imagine, that
either the Colonial Secretaries, or the Colonial
Land Emigration Commissioners have any
objects in view, but the advantage of the Co-
lony, we deem it the part of their friends, to
point out how these interests may be most
effectually advanced, and to endeavour to dis-
suade from those measures, which tend to re-
tard and mar those interests. In this spirit we
write, and in a corresponding spirit, may our
remarks be received.
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORT.

The friends of South Australia, have been laid
under additional obligations to Edward Divett, Esq.,
M. P., by his recent_parliamentary exertions on be-
half of the Colony. On a motion made by him in the
House of Commons, there have been printed, as a
Return to an address of the -House—

« Copies of all Letters and Accounts which have
passed since the first day of January, 1843, between
the Manager of the South Australian Company on
the one hand, and the Colonization Conumissioners
for South Australia, or the Colonial Office, on the
other :—Also, of all Memorials and Letters to Sir
Robert Peel, and the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, and of the Replies to the same, on the subject
of the Emigration Land Fund of South Australia :—
And Extracts from the Despatches of Governor Grey,
on the Expediency of renewing Emigration to that
Colony.”

It will be observed, that there are three classes of
Papers contained in this Return. They are arranged
in the Retarn in the inverse order, in which they
appear in the title ; so that we have the extracts from
the despatches of Governor Grey first; and the ac-
counts of the South Australian Company last.

Even although our supply of “news” from the
Colony had been overflowing, instead of being,as it
is, scanty in the extreme, we should have considered
it our indispensable duty to present our readers
with an analysis of this very interesting document, Its
official character, and the great importance of its con-
tents require this. '

Already some of our. contemporaries have dissected
it, and by the prominence which they have given to
it, have shown the high estimate which they have
formed of its importance. The ¢ Morning Chronicle’
has presented its readers with a pretty full abstract of
its contents, and the ¢ Wesleyan Chronicle,” (which
we hail as anew ally in the cause of South Australia,)
has criticised it, in a very fair but spirited leader. We
shall advert to the different snbjects embraced in this
Return, in the order in which they appear in its
pages. '

1. Extracts from the despatches of Governor Greys
on the expediency of renewing emigration to
South Australia.

These extracts extend from 7th Oct. 1843, to 19th
Teb. 1844, and contain not only the statement of the
Governor’s mind on the propriety of resmming emi-.
gration, but quarterly returns trom the Emigration
agent in the colony, to 30th Sept. 1843 —resolutivns
adopted by the Legislative Council of South Aus-
tralia, on the 14th November, 1843, and a Petition
to the Right Hon, Lord Stanley, from the Magistrates,
Landowners, Stockowners, Bankers, Merchants, Far-
mers, and Traders, in the province of South Austra-
lia, transmitted by His Excellency, on the 16th
Feb., 1844.

These official documents confirm all that we have
ever stated, on the subject of the necessity and ad-
visableness of renewed free emigration to that colony.
We make a brief extract from each of these docu-
ments,

The Governor in his despatches to Lord Stanley of
the 7th Oct. 1843, expressly says,—

¢« I heg, however, to assure your lordship, that emi-
gration to the extent of from 500 to 1,000 labourers
a year, may very safely be carried on to this country
from Greuat Britain ; and that, during the last week,
very great difficulty has been experienced by the
Government, in procuring a few mechanics to work
at a council-chamber, which
erection.

is in the course of
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Xt would certainly be desirable thatthe immigrants
who arrive here should be chiefly agricultural servauts

Jand shepherds, and that they should be. carefull

selected ; but upon the whole, T am satisfied that
emigration has been most judiciously conducted by
the Colonization Commissioners, and that no greater
boon could now be conferred on this coleny, than a
recommencement of emigration from Great Eritain,”

The Emigration agent reports to His Excellency
under date, 30th Sept. 1843, that ¢ no emigrants have
arrived in the colony since the 14th Dec. 1840.”
He furnishes a list of prices of provisions, and of the
curvent wages of mechanics and others, to which we
shall afterwards advert.

The Resolutions adopted by the Legislative Conncil,
contain the following :—

¢¢ 1,—That this council,in common with the colonists
at large, are deeply impressed with the importance of
a rencwed supply of labour, as involving the best
interests of the province. .

¢« 10.—That notwithstanding the factof the individu-
als composing previous importations of emigrants,
being in many instances totally unfitted for the
situations they were intended to fill, such has been
and is the demand for labour, that, with the exception
of such as are physically incapable of active employ-
meut, they have all been eagerly engaged to supply
the places of those, who, from circumstances pre-
viously alluded to in these Resolutions, have been
abstracted from the labour market.

« 11,—That in the opinion of this Council, a revival
of immigration would act very favourably on the
demand for land, and occasion the purchase of. con-
siderable quantities from the Crown.”

The Petition of the Magistrates, Landowners, and
others, contains the following statements :—

«That your petitioners beg, most respectfully, to
call your lordship’s attention to the fact, that there
has been no emigration of labourers since the 11th of
December 1840, a period of rather more than three
years ; and that since the time named, theland unda
cultivation has been increased from two thousand five
hundred and five (2,605) acres to twenty-eight thou.
sand six hundred and ninety (28,690) acres ; that the
sheep, horned cattle, horses, and other stock have
multiplicd abundantly ; that numerous manufactories
have been engaged in, and that during the term
mentioned, there has been a constant and considera-
ble drain npon the labour market, by the successtul
establishment of many labourers as small farmers.

¢ That a very considerable immigration of labour
would, in the opinion of your petitioners, be speedily
and most beneficially employed in the development
of numerous natural resources which the colony pos-
sesses, and in cairying on, even for export, many
manufactuies from native products ; but your peti-
tioners beg muost respectfiilly to state their convie-
tion, that a moderate immigration of labour is neces-
sary for the safety of those engaged in the iost
important productive employments, and for main-
taining the colony in its persevering and promising
advance towards the liquidation ot its liabilities and
eventual prosperity. )

«That in the opinion of your petitioners, there
will not be a fresh demand for Government land in
this province until a renewal of labour ‘immigration
shall have commenced, as without more lahourers
theve is no guarantee that capitalist emigrants will,
on their arvival in the colony, be able to cultivate the
soil profitably, or employ their capital beneficially.”

This department of the Return is closed by a.des-
patch of Governor Grey to Lord Stanidy, dated [9th
Ieb., 1844, advising the sale of land, mentioned in
our number; 15th Aug., in consequence of w rich as

1
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there was previously in the Colonial Treasury a ba-i
lance of Two Hundred Pound, there would be on the
16th March, 1844, about £2400 to the credit of the
Land fund ; and by a despatch from Lord Stanley in
veply, in which he approves of His Excellency’s
suggestion of the application of a moiety of that sum
to emigration purposes.

« With respect to the future mode of disposal of the

roceeds arising from the sale of public lands, it is
for the present only neccssary to inform you, that
wheunever yon may report that the general revenue,
exclusive of the land fund, shall be sufficient to admit
of the expenditnve (but not before) Hevr Majesty’s
Government will be ready to apply such a proportion
beyoud the half of the sum realized, to the purposes
of cmigration, as you may see fit to reconumend.”

I1.Theserepresentations from the colony havebeen
accompanied by various efforts on the part of several
fiiends af home. Some of these domestic proceed-
ings have been already noticed in owr’ columns, we
enumerate them in the order in which they appear
in the Parliamentary Return. They consist of a
Memorial to Lovd Stanley, from the Chairman and
Directors of the South Australian Company,—a Let-
ter from the Manager of that Company to G. W.
Hope, Esq., dated 5th July, 1843, applying for the ap-
propriation in whole or in part of the money received
in the Colony, during the year, 1842, from’ sales of
land, amounting to £5830. 3s. to the purposes of emi-
gration ; another memorial, addressed to Lord Stan-
ley, from the Chairman and Committee of the South
Australian Society :—One addressed to Sir Robert
Peel, from G. F. Angas, Fsq., followed by a long let-
ter from him to Lord Stanley,to whom the Right
Hou. Baronet referred the memorial :—A correspon-
dence hetween Admiral Hawker, Lord Stanley, and
Mr. Hope, and lastly a spivited coxrespondence be-
tween Samuel Page, Esq., and the Colonial Office,

We can afford room for only a very few extracts.
In the memorial of Mr. .Angas, the following passage
accurs, which we quote as containing the gist of the
landowner’s rejoinder, tolthe only semblance of an
excuse put forth by the Colonial Office, for the viola.
tion of the contract made by the British Government,
under sanction of an Act ot the Imperial Parliament,
with the purchasers of land in South Australia :—

« That the assistance afforded by Parliament fo
retire the dratts of the former Governor, and to
provide for other expenses incidental to the esta-
blishment of 2 new colony, cannot be construed as
atfecting the interests of the purchasers of land under
the tirst South Australian Act, because their contract
was perfectly simple and definite ; it was, that the
whole of the money they were to pay for land was
10 he applied to the enugration of labourers to those
lauds. ‘They were uot permitted to have any control
in the government of the colony, nor auy voice in
the application of its finances. ‘The Acts of Parlia-
ment engazed that the Government should establish
the colony, send out the poor emigrants, and govern
the province,”

We cannot refrain from giving the conclusion of
the correspondence, between My. Page and Her Ma-
jesty’s Secretaries of State for the Colonies. The
former writes as tollows to Lord Stanley :— -

<« Culloden House, Wandsworth-road,
28th June, 1844.

‘« My Lord,—I was favoured with Mr. Hope’s
reply of the 11th'instant, to my application to your
Lordship respecting the repayment of the money
paid for land purchased in South Australia, in default
of its being appropriated to emigration. Muv. Hope
states, that your Lordship cannot sanction the repay-

ment of that purchase, becanse the land has been
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conveyed to me; but this I must beg to observe, is
on’y one part of the contract, it being expressly pro-
vided by Act of Parliament, that the whole of such
funds should be appropriated to emigration; and as
my land is now worthless, without a supply of labour
to bring it into cultivation, T request, as a matter of
right and justice, either that the whole of the original
contract be performed, or else that my moncy be
returned, on receipt of which I will re-convey the
land aliotted to me. “1I have, &c.,

(Signed) SAMUEL PAGE’

To this, the following reply is sent:—

« Powning-street, 9th July, 1844°
« Sjir,—I am directed by Lord Stanley to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter, of the 28th ultimo,
renewing your application for the payment of the mo-
ney laid out by you some years ago, in the purchase of
land in South Australia, and his Lordship desires me
in reply to acquaint you, that it is wholly out of his
power to comply with your request.
« [ am, &ec. (signed) G. W. Hope.”
On receipt of which, Mr. Page sends the following
short and sweet epistle to my Lord Stanley :—

« Culloden House, Wandsworth-road,
13th July, 1844,

« My Lord,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of
Mr. Hope’s letter of the 9th instant, in reply to mine
of the 28th ultimo, to your Lordship. If 1 had re-
ceived such a reply from a private individual, instead
of a powerful Government, I should certainly have
commenced an action for breach of contract. Refer-
ring to my letter of the Gth instant,

« ] have, &c. (signed) SAMUEL PAGEe.”

Such, we are sorry to say, is the disreputable situ-
ation in which Her Majesty’s Government stands, in
relation to the purchasers of land in South Australia.
And thus unavailing, hitherto, have been all efforts to
procure justice to South Australia, in regard to the
eighty seven thousand four hundred and twenty-
seven pounds seventeen shillings and eightpence, the
amonnt of money which has been withdrawn from
tlie emigration land fund. Some of our readers, who
have lieard only of fitty-six thousand pounds, may
imagine we have made a mistake in naming the
larger sum, the mistake is not on our part. The sum
withdrawn has been £87,427. 17s. 8d. exclusive of
interest.

We cordially concur in every part of the following
extract from the ¢ Wesleyan Chronicle’ :—

« We say deliberately, is it not humiliating, that in
the proceedings of' the British Government fowards
Englishmen, there -should be so close an approxima-
tion to the now ahjured system of repudiation prac-
tised by some of the American States towards
Joreigners, ' ’

«\Ve are confident LORD STANLEY would act a very
different part, as an English nobleman. Suppose that
he nad engaged, in the leases granted to his tenants,
to lay out one-fourth part, or one twentieth part, of
the rents in repairing the farm-houses aund fences, or
in otherwise improving the farms: would he ever
think of violating his engagement, becanse a trades-
man whom he employed had expended a much greatei
amount than he ought to have done, or contracted
for, in building or beautitying the family mansion?

«Qverthe expenditure of the Colonial Government,
on account of which, the gontract;with the purchasers
of land in South Australia has: been violated, the
Colonists had as little control, as the tenants would
have had in the case supposed. . . .

*¢ Why does not, tlien; his-Lordship act in his official
character on the same principles as he: would do in
his private character? The eternal principles of
integrity and rectitude cannot vary with place and






