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The Subscribers to the < SOUTH AUS-|
TRALIAN NEWS’ are requested to:
take notice, that it is now Published at.
27, Leadenhall Street, instcad of 104, as
heretofore ; and on the 1st, in licw of the,
15th, every Month. ‘

FREE EMIGRATION RESUMED. -

anuounce, that the Landf

WE are happy to
and Emigration Commissioners have recon-.

sidered their proposals, respecting the emigra- :
tion of labourers to South Australia, and are:
now prepared to offer a FREE PPAssAGE toa-
few agricultural labourers, shepherds, and mi-
ners, if married, and of good character, and
also to single women going out under proper,
protection. With regard, however, to child-"
ren under fourteen, and to single women, the
Board have determined to require the sum of
£3, for each, towards the payment of the pas-
sage out. Not less than ninety statute adults
will be taken out, and a vessel, the ¢ Isabella
Watson,’” will sail from London on the 28th
of the present month,

IMPROVING SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

We have not laboured in vain. Being well
assured of the goodness of our cause, —know-
ing the superior capabilities of South Austra-
lia, we laboured in lhope—hope, which we
were sometimes obliged to cherish ‘¢ against
hope ;”” and now we are, in some measure,
reaping our reward. ‘I'he apathy into which
so many of the friends of the colony in
England had sunk, has been, of late, passing
away-—the clouds, which obscured the view,
are clearing off—the misrepresentations which
were so rife and gross, have been silenced ;
and while our limited, yet cordial efforts have
been by the periodical press, (with one or two
exceptions) for a long period either unsuppor-
ted or opposed, we now receive friendly aid
from many very influential quarters.

The ¢ Patriot’ has never wholly deserted us,
and has of late given us very efficient assist-
ance, The ¢ Colonial Gazette’ the ¢ Wesleyan
Chronicle,” the ¢« Mining Journal,” and several
provincial Papers, are friendly and valuable
coadjutors ; and among the daily metropolitan
Papers, the ¢ Morning Chronicle’ gives occa-
sionally a prominence to South Australian

intelligence : and so does the ¢ Morning
Herald,” a proof that political bias influences
neither in this matter. And last of all, we
have now the pleasure of ranking among the
advocates of South Australia, the newspaper
leviathan, the ¢ T%imes.” This is a ‘¢ great
fact,” and with great pleasure we announce it.
Does not this fact justify us in the title which
we have prefixed to this paper? On the
22nd ult., a powerful ¢ leader” appeared in
the ¢ Times, which we give entire in the
following pages. And now that the ¢ Times’
has taken up the right position, and taken it
up, as we are led to believe, deliberately, and

. under the influence of CONVICTION, we hope

they will never swerve from it; through good
report and bad report, let them maintain their
position—it is based on TRUTH, and defended
by facts, those ¢ stubborn chiels, that winna
ding, and downa be disputed.”
} As that article in the ¢Times’ bears so
‘hard on the Governmental authorities, the
i ¢ Morning Herald’ hastened to the rescue.
“On the following day, 23rd ult., the demi-
official paper argued the case at some length.
We can afford room only for some ex-
i tracts, but these give the substance of the
largument. Our readers will soon perceive,
‘that in that defence there is nothing new,—
the old fallacy is served up again. The
, obligations contracted by the Imperial parlia-
 ment with the purchasers of land in South
! Australia, are to be disregarded and violated,
' because an oflicer of the Crown, furnished
* with defective instructions, exercised what his
“superiors considered an unwarrantable and
unwise discretion. What has that to do
! with the contract entered into with the pur-
chasers of land? Were they cousulted by
"that officer? Oh! no. Had they any con-
trol over his proceedings? WNo, no. Why
then should they suffer? A contracts with B,
and C with D; C alleges that D has mis-
understood and transgressed his instructions ;
D alleges that the instructions were vague,
and left a great deal to his own discretion—
pleading, and pleading justly, that he acted
in good faith, according to the best of his
judgment, in what he considered to be the spi-
. rit of his instructions—but his masters are not
satisfied, and they dismiss him. 'Well, what
has all this to do with A’s contract with B?
Nothing : literally nothing. And as litle
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has Colonel Gawler’s administration of the
aflairs of South Australia to do with the con-
tract entered into by the Imperial parliament,
with the purchasers of land in South A ustralia,
by the Act 4 and 5 William IV, cap. 95.
The writer in the ¢ Herald > will have it, that
the colonists of South Australia are under great
obligations to Lord Stanley. ¢ Itwas princi-
pally owing to Lord Stanley’s exertions,” it is
alleged, ¢ that the disasters of 1840 were
provided for.”” Lord Stanley was a member
of the Select Committee of the House of
Commons in 1841, and so was G. V. Hope,
Esq. : that Committee expressly recommended
to the House, that £56,000, withdrawn from
the Emigration Fund, should be repaid, aund
applied to emigration. The House of Com-
mons adopted, and by adopting, confirmed
this resolution. So far well. And what was
;oNE?  Lord Stanley is appointed Her
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State FOR
THE CoLoXiks, and Mr. Hope under-secre-
tary. What course of proceedings could have
been expected, but that they should have taken
an early opportunity of calling on the House,
to carry into eflect that resolution?  Instead
of this, Lord Stanley has uniformly resisted
all attempts of this nature, and placed his
authoritative and cfiectual vefo on all move-
ments, which had for their object, the obtain-
iny of the repayment of that money. If his
loidship has any wish to enjoy the gratitude
of the colonists of South Australia, let him
study to DESERVE it, and it will be cheerfully
awarded.

For his lordship’s ready appropriation of a
part of the procecds of the recent sales of
land in the colony, to the purposes of emigra-
tion, we frankly and cordially tender him our
best thanks. Vve cheertully acknowl: dge that
his lordship has done more. In his despatech
to Governor Grey, of the 12th of August
last, he said, that when ¢ the gencral re-
venue of the colony, exclusive of the land
fund, shall be sufficient to admit of the ex-
penditure, Fler Majesty’s government will be
ready to apply such a proportion” of the land
sales, “* beyond the halt of the sum realized,
as the Governor may see fit to recommend.”
For this intimation, our best thanks are due,
and respecifully tendered ; and be it known,
that that state of things has alrcady been
realized. By the oflicial return in the South
Australian Government Gazette, of the 11th
April, we learn that the general vevenue for
the quarter ending the 3}st March last, was
£7296. 17s. 8d., and the expenditure for the
same period, £6887. 8s. 7d. This is an
improvement, not of ¢ the signs of the times,”
but of the TiMEs; and right glad are we to
record simultaneously, this improvement of the
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times in South Australia, and the improvement
of the ¢ Times’ in London, to which, in the
previous part of this article, we have adverted,

THE GOYERNMENT AND THE PURCHASERS OF
LAND IN SOUTH AUSTKALIA.

OpinIONS OF THE PuBLic PRress,
From the « Times’ of the 22nd October, 1844.

Our colonies are presenting just now a pleasing
diversity of misfortune and error. Each seems to
illustrate a several law of abervation. One might
suppose that they were in the hands of some inge-
nious experimentalist, who wished to work out all
the possible conditions'which the case of a colony
admitted of, Acvoss the Atlantic we have two or
three millions of labourers and small tarmers, with
scarcely a gentloman or a good income among them,
Our West Indian possessions are exhibiting the re.
sults of sudden emancipation, and still more sudden
diminution of protective aids. Thken we have
colonies in which felons are the staple population,
crime is left to ferment into virtue, and compulsory
labour into habits of independent industry. New
Zcaland is suffering the crisis of an experiment,
We shall see what we shall see soon, but at pre-
sent we see nothing but a scuffle for land between
cunning speculators and rude barbarians, both of
them with very vague ideas on the subject of
property. Tasmania is said to be ruined. The
ill-guarded convicts are fast becoming bush-rangers,
and the settlements are fringed with daily out-
rage. But South Australia beats them all for
simple conditions and lucid results. There you have
a redundance of land and gentlemen, and a suffi-
ciency of capital. The one deficiency is lahour. It
is the exact contrary of our social state at home.
No wonder that it should, therefore, have a deceitful
charm in our eyes. The mere sight of fire is com-
fortable in winter, and in summer a panorama of the
North Pole wounld be very refreshing. Yo, at a
respectful distance, we will just beguile our domes-
tic difficulties with the singular spectacle of South
Australia.

When the colony was fonnded, the British Crown
sold the land with a distinct undeitaking, that the
whole of its price should be spent in emigration,
‘The purchaser gave his money not merely for land,
which of iteelf was good for nothing, but for a cer-
tain qnantity of labour also. This made all the dif-
ference. No man in his senses would give a thou-
sand poundsfor a thousand acres of dirt, unless there
was a tair prospect ot human assistance towards its
cultivation. 7The bargain was thought a very advan-
tageous one to the purchaser, and many who had
little or no intention of turning colonists themselves
caught at this combination of land and labour as a
good investment. The word of the British empire
was solemnly pledged for the performance of the
contract,

The result was, that the city and port of Adelaide
were speedily founded and peopled, and South Aus-
tralia made a wonderful start. (Government was
very honcst at first,y It shipped off cargoes of emi-
grants, as per order; and if' they did not all turn out
the ‘genuine agricultural article, it must be remem-
bered that landlords aud overscers, and even clergy-
men, do not make a point of recommending to Go-
vernment the best and most useful men in their
parishes. A really good shepherd, or a really good
labourer of any kind, is not easily parted with any-
where. So there was the usual mixture of disorderly
subjects, gardeners out of place, hailf labourers, half
school-masters, and other unserviceable beings. The
helpless eruwd settled where it was landed, in the
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town of Adelaide, and its increasing suburbs, to the
immense gain of about a hundred gin-shops, and to
tie immense loss of government, which was bound to
maintain them till they found masters, whom it ap-
pears they did not consider it their place to look for.

At a very remote and almost forgotten period of
the antiquities of Adelaide—viz., about six vears
since—one Colonel GAWLER was sent out to govern
this little empire of sheep and gentlemen, gin-drink-
ers and publicans. He was a Waterloo soldier, a
gentleman, and a christian ; with every quality to
adorn either the tented field, or the domestic hearvth,
or, we believe we may add, the anniversary meeting
of an auxiliary missionary association. But, unhap-
pily, e had never yet felt the weight of official re-
sponsibilities, not at least in such a sphere as that
ander notice. It is the usual policy of the zealous
bodies with which the Colonel had been chiefly con-
nected, to consider the public enthusiasm as an inex-
haustible fund on which they may draw at discre-
tion. Next toa good object, they love a good debt
It stimulates their activity, and evidences their faith.
Colonel GAWLER acted as if he had his “ladies and
gentlemen” to come upon, instead of stern officials
and a necessitous public treasury. Finding a ra-
pidly increasing colony, a crowd of emigrants de-
pendent on him for food and employment, and a host
of clerks and engineers, he followed up the destinies
of Adelaide with constitutional impetuosity.

To secure the harvest of land was his first care.
Had the eternal solitudes of Australia been as fleet-
ing and precarious as a shoal of herrings, he could
not have been in a greater hurry to cast his net
over the prey. He appears to have felt himself
monarch of all he surveyed; so, commissioning an
army of surveyors, draughtsmen, and their pupils,
he speedily overran the continent with figures, con-
quered the most difficult positions with the peaceful
artillery of theodolites, occupied the country with
points of observation, and rejoiced in a kingdom of
triangles, The seat of this trigonometrical gavern-
ment grew with corresponding, but vather move solid,
activity. Splendid public buildings, churches, mecet-
ing-louses, prisons, macadamized roads, bridges of
magnificent span, connecting the various suburbs of
this picturesque sitnated metropolis, custom-houses,
harbours, and quays, were not only designed on
paper, but substantiated in wood, and brick, and
stone,

The result was, that in a couple of yearsa popu-
lation of 16,000 souls enjoyed as extensive and
thorough a map of their territory, as splendid a port
and capital, and as complete a government establish-
ment, as wonld have been the usnal proportion of
thirty times that number at home. The result also
was, that in “ developing the resources of this in-
teresting and thriving colony,” #s it was commounly
calied, the Colonel drew on the Land Fund, and,
when that was exhausted, on the Imperial Ische-
quer, to the tune of we are atyaid to say the
exact sum; but, afier our ministers had left the
governor’s bills and the governor himself at a con-
siderable discount, by declining to cash the tormer,
it ended in Parliament declaring South Australia
insolvent, and advancing more than £200,000. to dis-
charge its existing liabilities. It paid that enormous
sum tor the sole benetit of a colony containing no larger
population than a small county town, and by o
means ill off compared with our own people ; besides
that, it had already gone to great expenses, and
entailed on itselt great expenses for the future,
without the smallest direct return.

The governor was censured and recalled. We
confess, however, that we think him hardly used.
His circumstances were most deceitful and seductive.
They might have betrayed the illustrious chieft him-
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self, under whom the governor had acquired his
laurels, into the sin of utopianism. The colony was
rapidly increasing, ships coming in every tide, a
stream of sheep and money, capitalists and labourers
fairly setting in, land in reqguest, the Land uund
consequently growing, and, what was more, there
were thonsands of emigrants who must be main-
tained and employed for the present, ‘The public
works were the only use to which their labor could he
applied. Tt must also be added, that the purchasers of
land were nothing loath to see the Land Fund drawn
upon for the above useful and necessary purposes.
They viewed it as a loan, which the imperial go-
vernment, in fulfilment of its pledge to then,
would have to repay. They thought themselves
certain of a supply of labour by virtue of their con-
tract ; and if the governor chose to be extravigant
in his colonial improvements, that was his look out,
and his masters’ at home, not theirs,

By declaring the colony insolvent, the imperial
government, somewhat strangely, has supposed it-
self released from its own obligations ; as if so far
as the colony is concerned, it was itself insolvent also.
It positively refuses to spend in emigration the
money paid for the great bulk of the land. Into the
validity of the above plea we will not enter; but we
think the repudiating states over the water might
make a very plausible parallel in their own exculpa-
tion. It might seem a better plea that the money
was actually spent in emigration, of which the main-
tenance of the emigrants till employed was an un-
derstood part, But was there such an understand-
ing? 1t 1s very desirable, for the credit of’ the
empire, that no party to an imperial contract should
have so much as a pretence for charging the empire
with dishonesty.

It is with the results we are now concerned. They
are not less alarming than striking. Not an cmi-
grant has landed at Adeclaide for tour years—i. e.
since Dec. 14, 1810. The flocks increase and mul-
tiply ; the crops are immeunse; but both perish tor
want of hands to tend, or to reap them. The price
of labour has visen far beyond any precedent. The
average is a bushel of wheat per diem. With such
wages the labourer soon becomes master—master in
reality, and soon master in name also. All ave set-
ting up for themselves; and large land-owners, and
flock-owners, are left alone in unprofitable abun-
dance. The cry is,labourers, labourers; but beyend
the wmoiety of fund acquired by the few land sales
now likely to take place, there are no means for
the purpose. Remedies might be suggested, but
the home government seems determined that the
experauent shall have fair play. ‘i'he colony is put
under an exhausted receiver, and we are to wait
and sce what it will turn into.

—

Irom the ¢ Morning Herald, 23rd Oct. 1541,

Mot a little virtuous indignation is thrown away by
a contemporary on the Colonial Office, for its treat-
ment of South Australia. The office is represented
as having broken faith with the colony in not apply-
ing the whole proceeds of the land sales to emigraiion.
Now, undoubtedly, the application of that runil to
any other purpose wenld have been a misappropri-
ation, had the colony of South Australin been new
under its original constitution. But it is not; and
the changes it has undergone have varied the obliga-
tions of the imperial government. s tounders sti-
pulated that the land fund shonld be exclusively de-
voted to emigration; but they also agreed that the
colony should maintain itselt. On condition that it
was a sclf-supporting colony, government consented
that the proceeds of its land sales should be applied
in conveying out labourers. The founders, however







