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In our number for July last, we mentioned
the formation of a Committee for Diffusing
Information on the State and Prospects of
South Australia; and it gives us sincere plea-
sure to bear testimony tu the judgment, zeal,
and perseverance with which they have pro-
secuted the object of their appointment.

Alithough all the members give their ser-
vices gratuitously, they have been very régu-
gular in their attendance on the meetings of
Committee, which have been held, in general,
weekly.

Agents have been appointed in different
parts of the country, all of whom give valua-
ble and gratuitous assistance, in circulating
intelligence, and some of whom have exer-
cised a favourable influence on the Local Pe-
riodical Press. :

Some of the Metropolitan Papers also,
have given valuable assistance; so that the
ignorance and misconception, which formerly
prevailed, have been greatly removed. A
spirit of inquiry has been, in many quarters,
excited ; and a decidedly better state of feeling
produced.

The Pecuniary Contributions received by
the Committee, have been very limited. We
know, that they have been very judiciously
and economically expended. Besides many
copies of the interesting Address issued by
the Committee at the time of its formation,
there have been about 25,000 copies of Statis-
tical details circulated, chiefly in a small Pam-
phlet, 12 pages duodecimo. ~ Our readers will
be surprised when- we inform them, that all
this has been done on an expenditure of less
than sixty pounds.

Their funds, however, are now exhausted ;
while it is obviously of great importance, that
the desire for intelligence from South Austra-
lia, which has been excited in different parts
of the country, should be gratified, by the
circulation of more recent details.

The Committee are willing to continue their
exertions—they are desirous of doing so, pro-
vided the friends of the Colony will join
them, in furnishing the limited pecumary
means requisite for that purpose.

It is not intended that any personal applj-
cations should be made for subscriptions, but
these will be received by the Treasurer E. J.
WueeLER, Esq., 54, Old Broad-street; the
Editor, or any member of the Committee.

future prosperity o

GERMAN EMIGRATION.

In our last, we announced the arrival of
the < George Washington’ at Port Adelaide,
on board of which, were 197 German emi-
grants. ‘The owner has determined to send
her back again, on her return from India:—
she will sail about the 1st of July.

The German emigrants in the colony find,
that they have made so advantageous a
change, that they urge their relations and
acquaintances to follow them to that land of
Goshen,—and so numerous have been the
applications for passage, per ‘ The Patell,’
now loading at Bremen, for Port Adelaide,
that many will be disappointed. To obviate
this, the ¢ George Washington’ is to make
a second voyage to the colony.

We are pleased to think, that thus the co-
lonists will receive additional supplies of labor,
—but is it not provoking, that the advantages
which this British Colony presents to honest
industry, should be withheld from our own
hard - working, ill-paid laborers, and trans-
ferred to those of Germany ? In their case,
the difference of language must occasion great
mutual inconvenience to employers and em-
ployed ; and this must be aggravated by dif-
ference of habits, and by the peculiarities of
the German character; so that we cannot fail
to regret that British laborers have not been
benefitted —that the distress in our own agri-
cultural districts has not been relieved, as it
might have been, by a judicious and extensive
system of emigration to South Australia. And
why has it not? Because the funds, which
ought to have provided the means of free
emigration, have been misapplied; and be-
cause our colonial rulers in Downing-street,
will not appropriate a fractional part of the
Surplus Income, to repay the money with-
drawn from the Emigration Fund! This is
the root of the evil—and till it be remedied,
we must protest against it.

Dury oN AusTRALIAN CoOmrN. — A petition to
Parliament, of which the following is a copy, has
been prepared by the Conunittee of the South Aus-
tralian Society, praying for the reduction of the duty
now levied on corn and flour,—the produce of the
Australian colonies. The petition will lie, for a
short time, at our Publisher’s, No. 27, Leadenhall-
street, for the signatures of those who may be de-
sirous of promotin% this measure so essential to the

the colonists of South Australia.
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To the Commons of England in Parliament assem-
bled. The hnmble Petition of the undersigned
Proprietors of Land and others intevested in the
prosperity of South Australia.

Sheweth,—That the colony of South Australia
possesses advantages of soil and climate which emi-
nently adapt it for the growth of corn, and that the
settlers in that colony raise considerably more than
is required for their own consumption.

That, from the limited demand in the neighbouring
colonial markets, a portion of the surplus wheat has
been sent to the mother country, is much esteemed,
particularly for seed, and commands high prices.

That a large quantity would be sent home. and
thus both the trade of the United Kingdom and of
the Colony be extended, were it not for the heavy
import duty levied on the agricultural produce of
Australia.

That the Australian Colonies, as an integral part of
the empire, and consuming a large relative proportion
of British manufactures, are entitled to the same
privileges as those granted by your Honorable House
to Canada, with respect to importations of corn and
flour from that colony.

That the Australian Colonies have even a stronger
claim to these privileges than Canada, inasmuch as
their greater distance subjects their produce, when
sent to England, to much heavier charges than that
of Canada; while more employment to British ship-
ping is necessarily afforded in the former case than
in the latter.

That these charges on Australian produce consti-
tate a protection to home-grown wheat, of not less
than 20s. per quarter, irrespective of Duty, the con-
tinued exaction of which must, to a great extent, ex-
clude the colonisis of South Australia from the En-
glish market,

That the geographical position of the Australian
colonies also gunarantees thatno foreign breadstuffs
would be transmitted through them, but that their
exports to the mother country would be strictly the
produce of British industry and British capital.

That, while the prosperity of the settlers in these
colonies greatly depends upon their being able to
procure a remunerating market for their corn, the
quantity which could be sent to England would never
be so great as to affect the interests of the British
farmer. ..

Your petitioners would therefore pray your Hono-
rable House to place the Trade in Corn and Flour
between the United Kingdom and the Australian
Colonies, on the same footing as that between the
United Kingdom and Canada.

And your petitioners, etc,

SourH AUSTRALIAN WHEAT.— We understand
that the wheat, per ¢Augustus,’ has sold at the
highest market price, and that several factors who
have examined the samples, have pronounced it most
excellent in quality and condition.

WE exceedingly regret to find, that our extracts
from the South Australian Papers relative to the
supposed massacre of a party of whites by the natives
of the Darling, have, notwithstanding the explana-
tory remarks appended to them, awakened alarm in
the minds of some who are not familiarly acquainted
with the relative positions of the different colonies of
Australia ; and that the circumstance itself has been
made use of to dissuade persons from emigrating to
the colony of South Australia, in which it is incor-
rectly represented to have occurred, We again dis-
tinctly state, that the scene of this murder, it murder
there. has heen—for the whole statement, as far as
we at present know, rests upon the unsupported
testimony of some natives whom Captain Sturt had
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accidentally met—is situated in the territory of New
South Wales, at a great distance from any of the
settled districts of South Australia, and even 150
miles out of the regulay route between the two set- )
tlements ; that the tribe of natives charged with
the massacre, are not resident within the juvis-
diction of South Australia; and that in fact, the
government and police of the latter colony have
nothing to do with the matter any further than that
general interest which wonld prompt them on re-
ceiving early intelligence of such an eceurvence, to
investigate the truth of the rumour, and to provide
for the security of the enterprising traveller, whose
proposed track would lead him in this very direction.

PosTAL COMMUNICATION WITH SouUTH AUSTRA-
L1a.—A deputation from the South Australian So-
ciety waited on Col. Maberly, secretary to the Post
Office, on Wednesday 3rd ult, to represent the in-
convenience suffered from the want of a direct
communication with South Australia, via Sydney ;
Jetters so addressed being detained at Sydney, un-
less the postage onward to Adelaide be paid by some
agent or friend of the writer, to whose care the
letter must be directed. The deputation was in-
formed, that no steps could be at present taken to
remedy this evil, as two commissioners had been
appointed, and were now on their way to New South
Wales, with instructions to vepert on the various
systems adopted in the colonies of Australia, which
have been, in this respect, independent of each other
and of the Post Office authorities at home, and to
make arrangements for the introduction of some
uniform plan. A year or two might be expected to
elapse before the new arrangements would he
completed. :

LECTURES ON SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

On Tuesday Evening, Fcb. 25th, a lectuve on this
subject was delivered in the large room, King’s Arms.
Inn, Thrapstone, (a similar one had been delivered
at the Town Hall, Oundle, on the Thursday pre-
ceding) by George ¥ife Angas, Esq., well known as
a gentleman of enlightened philanthropic principles,
who has devoted much of his time and property to
promote the religions, moral, and social advantages
of his fellow-countrymen.

The Rev. W. S. Bagshaw, rector of Thrapstone,
kindaly consented to occupy the chair; and in open-
ing the meeting, among other, highly appropriate
observations remarked, that the subject of the lecture
must necessarily be of great importance to the in-
habitants of a sea-girt country like our own, with a
population so rapidly increasing, that the time must
be fast approzching when the consequences of such
a vast increase will be very seriously felt. The
remedy for this state of things, he observed, is
pointed out by nature in the cconomy of bees, who,
at the proper season, colonize, not emigrate, a term
which the rev, gentleman said conveyed to him an
uncomfortable and anti-social idea ; and form a new
community, well organized, industrious, prosperous,
and happy. .

My, Joseph Manton, of Isham, then introduced
Mr. Angas to the Meeting, who commenced his
lecture by remarking that the time was near at hand,
it it had not already arrived, when our overgrown
population must find a scope for their talents and
industry in some distant country,—that Divine Pro-
vidence had bronght to light and presented to usa
country rich in the elements of substantial, perma-
nent wealth, with unlimited resources and capabili-
ties in respect to agricultural, pastoral, and mineral
riches,—that the founders of this colony, profiting
by the mistakes as well as by the successful experi-
ments of the founders’ of other colonies, have
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succeeded in securing for it a constitution and code
of laws universally admitted to be excellent,—that
¢he security for property is simple and satisfactory,—
that the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty is
amply provided for,—that the difficulties which
in every new colony almost universally follow «
season of prosperity, real ov fictitious, and which tho’
a severe trial to this colony, are, through the energy
and perseverance of the colonists, passing away,—
that the home government had re-commenced send-
ing over lahourers and mechanics of good charvacter
free of charge, halt the produce of the land sales
in the colony being devoted to that purpose; the
other halt being appropriated to making roads,
erecting bridges. and other public works. The
jecturer then directed tlie attention of his audience
more in detail to the agricultural and pastoral capa-
nilities of the colony, its beautiful scenery and fine
climate, particalarly divecting their attention to the
abundant supply of water, and consequent freedom
7rcm dronghts.

In noticing the geographical portion of the colony.
Mr, Angas alluded to the very serious mistakes which
ad arisen from confounding South Australia with
the other Australian scttlements of New South
Wales, Port Phillip, and Swan River, and even with
Van Diemen’s Land and New Zealand., ‘The mone-
tary embarrassments of New South Wales, and the
cueounters with the natives of New Zealand, had
cach been spoken of as occurring in South Australia,
though the one is 1,200 and the other 2,000 miles
distant, The prejudice thus ignorantly excited
against the colony, was incalculable, Mr. A. then
procceded to notice the commercial statistics ot the
colony, the variety of its exports and manufactures,
its mineral wealth, and many other topics of interest,
including its religious and educational institutions.

The lecture occupied more than two hours and a
halt in the delivering, and was listened to with
intense interest by the auditory. Specimens of the
grain and minerals were shown at the close ot the
meeting.

On the 13th of March, Mr. Angas delivered a
similar Iecture in the New Town Hall, Chipping
Norton, to a numerous and respectable audience,
who appeared deeply interested in the information
communicated ‘The Oxford Chronicle, after giving
a report of this lecture, adds the following judicious
vemarks : —¢ We cannot but think, that if other
gentlemen, occupying the same high position in the
religious and commercial world as Mr. A, would
oceasionally favour the public with a litile of the
information they possess, that much good would
result from it ; and, especially, would it silence the
cavils of the ignorant and conceited, who scem to
regard it as a proof of philanthropy and patriotism
to deery emigration, and who shrink with affected
horror from the thought ot that system of coloniza-
tion, by which it is manitest the purposes of’ heaven
are to bhe completed, but the very first principles of
which they themselves do not yet understand.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

Extract of a letter reccived by a Gentleman in En-
gland, from a party in South Australia whom he
assisted to emigrate there.

South Australia,

(Copy) Aug. 3, 1844,
sir,—I take this opportunity of performing the
promumis made when I last had the honor of speaking
to you, relative to my success in South Australia, [
presented the letter you were so kind as to furnish
me with, to Mr, Very soon after my ar-

‘rival [ engage in the bush, sheep-herding for six

mounths, at the rate of onc pound a weak and ra-
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tions—then I left the bush, and came to town. 1
was told in the bush that wages was very high in
town, so then I engage with for two pounds
eight shillings a week, and to find my own rations. I
vemain with them for eighteen mounth, then the wa-
ges begpn to come down, and T left them and pur-
chased three hundred young ewes, for which I paid
three hundred pounds: the gentleman from whom I
purchased those sheep had six thousand of” his own,
and they were in a bad state with scab; but I soon
cured my three hundred. The gentelman happen to
pass my station, was.st pleased with the appearance
of my small flock, that he offered me £45. a-year,
and fo find a sheephard for my fiock, it I wonld su-
perintend his flocks. T accepted of those terms, and
entered into an agreement for two years—my two
years was up on the first of November, 1843, and I
entered into another agreament with the same gen-
tleman for another two years, to serve to November,
1845—the gentleman whom I am with, he pays_all
the expences of my sheep, sheep-harding, shearing
them, carage of wool, and all other expences about
them; but my wages is very small, but the increase
and wool makes up a good salary, without no expen-
ces whatever to me but my own labour, T have send
to market 100 wedders of late, of which I receive
£50. for them. My total number of sheep, young
and old, at presant is 2000—the gentleman whom I
am with las 12,000 sheep, which 1 have the charge
of that number. I purchas my sheep in Sutember,
1841—the wool I had of the first 300, ammount to
£48. sterling—in 1842 1 shored 700 sheep, the wool
ammount to £93—in 1843 I shorned 12,000 sheep,
ammount to £115. I only got but 9d. a-1b, for it—
the first year wool I had in 1841, I got 10d. for it—
in 1842 I got 11d. a-lb, for it—now very soon all have
the fourth clibbing, which I think my wool comes
somewhere about £200—all the money I received
and to receive is clear money to me, as the gentleman
whom I with pays all the expences of my sheep, till
my time is expired. I hope then to have as many
sheep as will take all my time up. We had a great
dale of rain this winter hear, and very cold along
with it—but very soon will have the hot summer,

1 trust, sir, you will excuse my not performing my
promise before, and that you will not think it was
carelessness on my part—but I was anxious to see my
way clearly before me, before I wrote to you, sir. I
now think that [ am certain, with God’s help, of’ do-
ing well—and I take this opportunity of expressing
my gratitude to you, sir, for your very kind recom-
mendations, and that you may

be long spared to your
family and country is the sincere prayer of,
Sir, yours respectfully, —————

o o .

The writer of the Letter which we last month
transferred from the columns of the Halifax Guar-
dian, and which is dated 31st of August, 1844,
quoting probably from some old statistical return,
greatly misstated the number of sheep and cattle
then in the colony. The latest authentic statement,
showing the numbers of stock at 3lst December,
1843, is as follows :—

Sheep 402,187 . Cattle 30,018, . Horses 1693.

The South Austialian Register of September 7th,
quoted in our last, says,—* This ycar, 1844, our sheep
will exceed 500,000; our horses, horned cattle, and
other live stock will have increased in a like pro.
portion.”

We remind our fiiends, that we shall always have
much pleasure in publishing suitable letters from
settlers in South Australia, with which they may
feel disposed to favour us.






