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WE have devoted the whole of the present
enlarged- Number to a full and complete
report of the proceedings of the recent Din-
ner of the friends of South Australia. We
had intended making a few remarks on this
peculiarly interesting festival, but our already
crowded space obliges us to defer them.
The speeches of those gentlemen from the
Colony, who responded to the toasts given
on the occasion, bore a valuable testimony to
the capabilities and prospects of the Colony ;
and, as now recorded, will inform and en-
courage many who had not an opportunity of
being present at their delivery. The whole
scene must have afforded intense gratification
to those who have stood by the Colony
through evil and through good report.

HOME NEWS,

General Post Office,
June, 1845,

The Postmaster General having now reason to
believe that Letters and Newspapers addressed to
S0UTH AUSTRALIA, or to NEW ZEALAND, and trans-
mitted by the Monthly Mail Packets to Sydney, will
not be liable to any postage for their receipt and
despatch by the post-office of New South Wales,
provided they are made up in this country in sealed
mails, addressed to South Australia or New Zealand,
as the case may be, but that they will be forwarded
to their destination by the first opportunity present-
ing itself ; all letters and newspapers posted heve-
after, addressed to SouTH AUSTRALIA or NEW ZEA-
rAND, not directed to be torwarded by private
ship,” will be despatched in sealed mails to Sydney
by the packets before alluded to.

Under this regulation, the rate of postage to be
taken hereafter on letters tor South Anstralia or New
Zealand, not directed to be forwarded ¢ by private
ship,” will be 1s. for a letter not cxceeding half an
ounce, 2s. for a letter not exceeding an ounce, etc.
British newspapers, however, provided they are duly
stamped and posted in conformity with the regula-
tions required by this department, will not be liable
to any postage in this country unless addressed Ly
private ship.” -

SourH AUSTRALIAN SocieTy. — The Annual
General Meeting of this Society was held at No. 4,
New Broad Street, on Wednesday last, the 25th ult.,
W. W. Whitmore, Esq. occupied the chair, and a
very respectable body of members attended. Among
other resolutions passed on this occasion, we are
glad to notice the following :— '

That the friends of South Australia in England,
view with unqualified satisfaction, the recent
demonstration in that colony, of the continued
repugnance of the colonists to any approach
to the introduction of convict labour under
any form ; involving, as it does, an infraction

of the principles upon which the colony was
established,

The Annual Meeting of the SouTH AUSTRALIAN
BANKING CoMPANY was held on Wednesday, the
25th ult., and that of the Sourn AusTRALIAN CodM-
pany on Thursday, the 26th. We are compelled
to defer further notice of these meetings until our
next,

DINNER OF THE FRIENDS OF THE SOUTE
AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY.

Tue friends of South Australia dined together at the
TFreemasou's Hall, on Saturday, 21st of June, when
upwards of eighty Gentlemen sat down to an excel-
lent repast, which did credit to the establishment —
W. WooLRYCHE W HITMORE, Esq., president of the
Society, in the chair,-—amongst other gentlemeu_pre-
sent, were Sir Hyde Parker, Bart,, G. F. Angas, Esq.,
J. R, Todd, Esq., George Davenport, Esq., Bertie
Cator, Esq., S. J. Capper, Esq., H. De Castro, Esq.,
John Fussell, Esq., Thos. Murray, Esq., C. Roberts,
Esq., S. Page, Esq., H. Grainger, Esq., Jacob Monte-
fiore, &c. The following Gentlemen, recently arrived
from South Australia, on a visit to this countvy, were
present as guests :—E. I. Eyre, Esq., G. Morphett,
Esq., Anthony Forster, Esq., Erancis Dutton, Esq.,
Lewes Gilles, Esq., R, Davenport, Esq., R. Hamilton,
Esq., G. Phillips, Esq., and C. Bagot, Esq.

After Non Nobis Domine had been sung, the chair-
man gave the following toasts in succession, each of
which he introduced with appropriate rematrks-—
« The Queen,” “ H. R. H. Prince Albert, and Al-
bert Prince of Wales,” ¢ Queen Adelaide, and the
rest of the Royal Family,” ¢ Her Majesty’s Dlinis-
ters,” *“ The Army and Navy.” In proposing this
last toast, the Chairman alluded to the connection of
the Duke of Wellington with the early history of the
Colony.

The Chairman then rose and said—Gentlemen, we
now approach that which is more immediately the
business of the evening. I have to propose to you a
toast which I have not the least doubt you will re-
spond to with great cordiality, The toast I am about
to propose to you is, ¢ The Health of Mr. Eyre, the
distingnished Australian traveller, and the other Co-
lonists at present on a visit to this country.” (Pro-
longed applause,) Gentlemen, I feel that it is un-
necessary to preface this toast by many observations.
I shall leave it to those Gentlemen who have but re-
cently returned from the colony, to give themselves
an account of that of which they have been eye-
witness2s, ButI believe, that among those most dis-
tinguished as travellers prominently stands my friend,
if he- will allow me to call him so, Mr. Eyre. He
was the first who opened a wayby land, from Syd-
ney to Adelaide. There is no man to whom the co-
lonists are under greater obligations. (cheers.)

MR. EYRE.—DMr, Chairman and gentlemen,—It
was with feelings of no ordinary satisfaction I re-
ceived your kind invitation to meet the friends of
South Australia this evening. With deep gratitude
I rveturn you my sincere thanks for the flattering
reception you have given me. Connected as I have
been for many years past with the colony of South
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Australia, it is peculiarly gratifying to me to receive
the flattering testimony of the friends of that colony
whom I see around me, many of whom are the very
individuals by whose indomitable perseverance, and
untiring diligence, the colony was called into exist-
ence, and has been maintained amidst the difficuities,
embarrassments, anxieties, and even obloquy, which
any novel experiment of colonization necessarily
entails, (Hear.) Your chairman has been pleased
to allude in terms far too complimentary to my pro-
ceedings as a colonist and an explorer. Permit me
to return you my thanks for the kind approbation
you have expressed, But I am afraid you judge too
favourably of my deserts. The only merit I can
fairly claim, is that of endeavouring zealously and
steadily to discharge my duties, either as a colonist,
or as an explorer, or as an officer of the Government.
(Applause.) In doing this, I have done no more
than I am happy to say, many a fellow-colonist has
done also. I am proud to think, that South Australia,
young as she is as a colony, and embarrassing as have
been the circumstances under which she has been
established, has ever, from the very first, stood pro-
minently forward to promote whatever might con-
duce to the cause of science, or the advancement of
general knowledge, or facilitate the progress of
general improvement and civilization, (Hear, hear.)
I have been personally a resident in the colony for
three years previons to the close of 1844 ; necessarily
then 1 have been cognizant of the trials and difficul-
ties that colony has had to encounter, which she has
had to grapple with almost alone and unaided, and
which, from their very nature and magnitude, might
under ordinary circumstances have overwhelmed a
young and inexperienced colony. I congratulate you

on the manner in which those trials and difficulties'
and -
cheering prospects- which have succeeded to that-

were met and overcome, and on the proud

period of doubt. (Hear, hear,) It is with colonies
as with individuals ; the merits of the one, and the

capabilities of the other, are rarvely brought to light'
until they are put to the proof in the searching time

of difficulty or opposition. That test has been ap-
plicd to South Australia ; and as virgin gold remains
uninjured by the furnace, so that colony has arisen
from her ditliculties, and in brighter and purer colours
than before. (Hear, hear.) I will not trespass longer
upon your attention, for I see around me many gen-
tlemen and colonists whose interests are connected
with the mercantile, pastoral, landed, and mining
interests ; and of course they are far better acquainted
than 1 am with each of those various branches of
industry at present progressing in that colony, and
are far more competent to convey to you a just idea
of the prosperity and importance to which I trust
you will ultimately elevate the colony. I thank you
for the atention with which you have heard me, and
for the kind and cordial welcome you have given me
to my native shores atter so long an ahsence. (Pro-
longed cheers,) Gentlemen, I assure you that what-
ever may be my future destiny in life, I shall ever
look back with feelings of pleasure and pride to my
connexion with South Australia, and cherish to my
dying day a heartfelt gratitude and attachment to
many friends both in and out of that colony. I beg
sincerely to return you my most grateful thanks,
(Applause.)

THE CHAIRMAN-—The next toast I have to pro-
pose to you, Gentlemen, is,—‘ Prosperity to the
Colony of South Australia, in her financial, pastoral,
and agricultural operations!” (Applause.) I will
not oceupy your attention with any remarks upon
this toast, but I hope that some of those gentlemen
. who have kindly honoured us with their company
to day, will respond to it, and give us their account
of the present state of the colony. (Hear, hear.)
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Mr. MoRPHETT.—Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen,
1 am not surprised that my friend, Mr. Eyre, shonld
have been called on to address this highly respectable
meeting ; because his services would highly distin-
guish him amongst men, if they were publicly known.
Indeed, though at the risk of raising a smile at my
expense, I do not hesitate to say, that Mr, Eyre’s
journey from Swan River to Adelaide, was not sur-
passed by the journey ot the French army across the
Alps. (Hear, hear.) I am sure this will be well under-
stood by those who know anything of Australasian
life and Australasian difficulties. (Hear, hear.) That
1 am called before you, gentlemen, is owing to your
partiality for the colony in which you are interested,
and from which 1 am so vecently arrived, It is but
a few years ago since I attended a public dioner at
the Albion tavern, given to the first colonists who
were proceeding to South Australia, when the prin-
ciples of colonization propounded by Mr. Wakefield
existed but in theory—when thousands were agitated
by hopes or fears as to their future prospects, which
depended on circumstances ‘that time alone could
develope. But, gentlemen, what changes have tran-
spired in those few years! First and foremost,
South Australia has proved, and I believe proved
entirely, the success of those principles upon which
she was established ; and 1 have great pleasure in
stating this, because on this public occasion I give
you not only my opinion, which is a very humble

one, but the opinion of the great majority of the
South Australian community. (Hear, hear.) Then
las to its rise in position and resonrces. The colony
{ was proclaimed in Dec., 1836, from which time it
dates its existence. The Town Lands were not al-
lotted until March, 1837. There are now 1400 hou-
ses, at least, built there,—the greater portion being
built of brick orstone. There are religious edifices
and publie buildings, and all those conveniences and
facilities which are necessary to the colony of South
! Australia, in this early stage of its history. As much
has been written and said against the site of the
town, as being an improper one, in justice to Colonel
Light, a man endeaved to all the colonists of South
Auvustralia, I must give it as my nnqualified opinion,
that there is no single spot in South Australia at all
comparable to Adelaide, as a site for the metropolis
of that country., I speak this after considerable ex-
perience, and having seen the principal portion of the
settled districts of the colony. (Hear, hear.) And
with regard to Port Adelaide, which has been the
subject of much obloguy, I believe the evidence of
Capt. Stokes, Her Majesty’s officer who conducted
the marine survey in Australasia,and every merchant
captain who has visited the Port, of late years, has
established its excellence. When I left in Nov. last,
several ships, varying in burden from 150 to 500 tons,
were loading cargoes for this country. {Hear, hear.)
The country lands were as a wilderness, even in May,
1838 ; for it was not till then that they were allotted
to the public, and even then only a small portion of
the whole.” Now we have 52,000 acres enclosed ; and
we have 27,000 acres under cultivation. (Hear, hear.)
Up to the year 1840, we imported flour at, I sup-
pose, an average cost of about £60. per ton. We
have now become exporters to a great extent; and I
expect that we shall export a great deal more largely,
particularly to this country, if the same justice is
meted out to us that is accorded to other British set-
tlements, (Hear, hear.) And, gentlemen, as our
wheat is of so fine a character, that what we export
to this country, for some years to come, will be prin-
cipally used for seed wheat, I trust that though Sir
R. Peel says, and no doubt he is right, that the agri-
cultural body of this country is very sensitive with
regard to its interests, I trust that they are far too
sensible to refuse the admission of corn, if they can




SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS.

.improve their own crops by it. (Hear, hear.) I told
. you the country lands were not allotted until May,
1838. We have now 12,000 farms and stations in
the country districts—the farthest north being about
130 miles from Adelaide, and the farthest south about
60 miles. That we have done so much, since May,
1838, is some little credit to us; but we could not
have done this if we had been at much expense for
clearing, or if unfortunately we had been subject to an
evil of which we heard so much in the debates of the
House of Commons, during the last three nights,
namely, what is called the freehold titles of the na-
tives. I wish, gentlemen, I could take you up to
some of the mountain ranges near Adelaide, and
show you the panorama for many miles around crow-
ded with the beauties of cultivation, and teeming
with the results of industry. The scene is wanting,
I admit, in some of the smiling characteristics of our
native land, hut viewed as the result of a few year's
exertion, it is more interesting, and, I must ventare
to say, quite unprecedented in the history of coloni-
zation. In the year 18140, we exported 52,000 lbs. of
wqol ; which if we turn into value at a small average
price, will give £2.600. sterling, I am not in posses-
sion of the return of the export of wool for the pre-
sent year, but I may state it at 1,600,000 lbs.; that
turned into mouey, at the same price as the other,
will give £€75,000 ; that is, from the year 1840 to the
year 1844, an increase from £2,600 to £75,000 in the
value of exported wool alone, (Hear, hear.) Then
we have other exports of oil, gum, bark, dairy pro-
duce, and various articles ; and I believe our exports
are now exceeding our imports, which is considered
by political econowists as a main ingredient in na-
tional prosperity. We get rice and tea from the
Indian archipelago, and sugar from the Isle of France,
and one great comfort is, that to most of the places
}vhence we import articles, we can send our produce
in return. A friendly relation exists between this
colony and others, and the feeling of rivalry has sub-
sided; for all feel that the success ot one is condu-
cive to the snccess of all. To Syduey we are indebted
for the overland communication, without which we
should not be as we are now ; and this communication
was formed by Mr. Eyre. and his friend Mr, Bonney.
It has been generally remarked, that there is a great
deficiency of water in the colony. This is said trom
ignorance of Australasian couuntry. Certainly we
have nothing like Twickenham, Richmond, and such
places; but our water is in summer contained in
deep holes, and if we had not those deep holes our
water would be always running out. (A laugh.) That
is rather an Ivishism, but it is true, Still we have
water; if we had not, how could we manage to
water 450,000 sheep, and maintain 30,000 head stock
of cattle, and least of all to water ourselves? (Laugh-
ter.) And when, gentlemen, you saw those who
stood up just now in return for the compliment you
paid them, I think yon must admit that you had the
evidence of your own eyesight, that e never wanted
many of the necessaries of lite. (Hear, and a laugh.)
Much has been said against our climate. Our climate
is undoubtedly at times very hot; but I do assure
you, that during this last week, I have felt the heat a
great deal more than I did in that climate. That the
climate of South Australia is healthy, there can be
no question, because its mortality does not quite
reach one per cent. a year. I left these shores in
August, 1840, in a ship with 168 commissioner’s emi-
grants, and up to 1844, only five had died: and
though, gentlemen, I have suffered considerable pri-
vations, and much anxiety, I have the pleasure of
meeting you now in better health than when I left.
Our population is now about 18,000 ; and here is one
fact which shews the excellence of the regulations
with respect to the transmission of emigrants. More
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than 17,000 are under the age of forty-five years.
Therefore you see what a promise there is for years
to come, of the active exertions of our colonists ;
and our colonists have been actively engaged, for the
chief rise of South Australia has been in the time of
her depression. The more fortune has frowned, the
more the colonists have exerted themselves to in-
erease their resources, and to make themselves inde-
pendent of foreign aid. In the midst of toil and
misery, and the most extreme difficulty, they have
always by the sweat of their brow and the toil of
theivr hand, advanced the cause of colonization.
(Hear, hear.) There are others here more qualified
than I am to give an account of the mining produe-
tions, which is a production of late years, but [ have
had the pleasure of visiting Capt. Bagot’s mine, and
some of the other principal mines in South Australia ;
and at Capt. Bagot’s I saw twenty drays laden with
ore for Adelaide, and at least 300 tons of ore at the
pit's mouth, I believe I am not venturesome in
stating, that the mineral indications in South Austra-
lia are more encouraging than those usnally found in
the mining districts of this country, and the expence
of working the mines hitherto has been decidedly
less. I give you only my honest opinion of what I
have seen. In respect to horticultuve we are highly
favoured. We have a few gentlemen of the colony
who have paid great attention to horticulture, and
have grown almost everything that is grown in En-
gland. We have some fruits that would make your
mouths water if you saw them. {Hear, and a laugh.)
With regard to our financial condition, I am enabled
to speak with somewhat of authority, because holding
the position of a director of one of the banks, I may
state that the crisis is past. True there have been
seasons of great distress, but upon these you will be
induced to look with a considerate eye, when you
remember that you are living in a country replete
with business habits, and methodical arrangements,
and proper ovder; and that we were in a colony full
of disorder, with hardly time to count up two and
two, and with scarcely an account-book in the place.
But I believe that our commercial community may
now vic with any other in respect to ability and trust-
worthiness. (Hear, hear.) I will sum up the other
improvements in a few words, We have justice fairly
and impartially administered ; we have a good and
efficient police ; we have no natives who commit mas-
sacres, or who tear down from the staff the emblem of
Britain’s glory., We have nothing of that sort,—we
have fuil protection of life and property. Our titles
are exceedingly good ; we have a pertect system of
registration ; and,above all, a community enlightened
and industrious, and sensibly alive to the benefits of

religion, and the advantages of education. 1f it is
not trespassing too much upon your time, I would
The sea

say a word or two to intending emigrants,
voyage from this country to that colany is not, as
may be supposed, a loss of time, but an opportunity
for great improvement From my own experience,
I may say that it affords good instead of evil, and
brings health rather than sickness. It gives time for
reflection : it shows us the ervors we have committed
in past life, and leads us to think how we can remedy
them. 1t is a good probationary time between leaving
the old country and arriving at the new. (Hear.)
When the emigrant is arrived at Port Adelaide, or
« Port Misery ”” as it used to be called, (a laugh) his
luggage is landed with facility, and at trifling expense,
and he and his family are conveyed, not by ommibusses,
we are not so civilised as that, but by cars which
run every hour to Adelaide; there he can find a
respectable place where he can leave his family
while he makes his researches in the country. He
can buy or rent land at a moderate price—he cap
purchase his stock, and put up his farm-buildings






