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:

AT the very close of the session, when the
wearied attention of Parliament almost in-
capacitates it for the careful consideration of
any important measure, Lord Stanley has in-
troduced a Bill, affecting, to a considerable
extent, ‘the interests of the Austratian Colo-
nies; ‘and particularly calculated to check
the spirit ‘of’ enterprise, which the discovery
of the miigral treasures of South Australia is
awakening;to the great benefit of that colony.
‘We have elsewhere noticed the provisions of
this Bill, and have given at length the Peti-
tion preparéd and adopted by the Committee
of the South Australian Society, in which.the
objectionis ‘to -this' measure are very. plainly
and forcibly stated. . The Petition will be
presented before. our present number appears ;
and although the shortness of the time will
deprive many persons of the opportunity of
marking their disapproval of this flagrant at-
tempt at hasty legislation,—we trust it will
be so - influentially subscribed, as to convince
the Government of the decided opposition of
the friends of South Australia to a course
which prevents the colonists from expressing
any opinion on matters vitally affecting their
rights and interests. 'We are happy to find,
that every available means will be used by
those members of the House of K Commons
who wish well to the Australian Colonies; to
stop the further progress of the Bill. Should
it be referred to the next session, time will be
afforded the colonists and their friends to ex- |
amine it carefully and candidly, and to act
accordingly.

’

—

WOOL SALES.

The July, Wool Sales commenced on the 3rd ult.,
and terminated on the 26th, The advance procured
at the May sales, say about 13d. per 1b. on the
niddling and better sorts, has been fully maintained.
The condition of the South Australian wool has
been regularly improving; and fully justifies the
gratifying observations, made by Messis. Southey
and Son, in their last circular,—namely, “We have
gréat satisfaction .in stating, that several flocks from
ﬁghth Australia, showed a great improvement in the
wool from that colony, and that the districts where
those flocks depastured, were ' very suitable for
sheéjy; the chavacter being soft, firm ‘inthe staple,
and ih‘every respect, extremely good-proving wool.”
They added, what we hope -the ‘settlers will not
ﬁypxj!ook', “¢¢a’ considerable’ proportion - of. wool. from’
‘tife colony cdiitiniies‘open to great improvement.”
*. 'THe  total Tqnantity “sold | last*-month ‘was ‘about
33,000 bales, ‘aiid “of ‘these about 1800 hales were

South Australian. In Day sales, the total quantity
was about 16,000 bales, and of these 1781 bales
(acéording to Mr. Hughes’ circular) were South Aus-
tralian, so that we have, in these two series of sales,
nearly 3,600 bales of wool from South Australia.
The average weight being about 220 1b., there isin all,
about 800,000 Ib. We assume, we believe, a very
low average price, wlen we takeitat one shilling and
fourpence per pound ; but even that yields a gross
amount of from fifty-three to fifty-four thousand
pounds sterling ; while, we understand, that a consi-
derable proportion of the bales received per the ¢ Jane’
ave ‘held over for sale by private contract, or for
next public sale..

. We have heard that the condition in which the
South Australian Company’s wool was received
this year, and the prices obtained for it, were
very satisfactory. The quantity was considerably
larger than last year, and the average price 1s.
8d. per lb., while the quality was so uniformly
gaod, that nine-tenths of the parcel brought 1s. Gd.
per lb, and upwards: last year, the average price
was ls. Gd. per b, and in 1843, the highest price
obtained ' by the Company, or ay importer of South
Australian wool, was only 1s. 6d. per 1b.

What would have been the condition of our an-
cient manufacture, which gives profitable employ-
ment to so mnch capital and labor, and which adds
so much to the comfort of the whole population of
the British Empire, had we been dependent on
Germany and Spain for the supply of the raw mate-
rial? And yet, instead of exercising a kind and
fostering care over those colonies which have pre-
served this manufacture to the mother-country, the
colonial minister seems to grudge them bave justice,
and to envy them their hard-earned and well-deserved
prosperity—seems, as if he wished to stint it.

HOME NEWS.

—

NEW WASTE LANDS BILL.

A Bill has been introduced and carried through
the House of Lords to amendthe Australian Waste
Lands Act. The objects of this Bill are to enable
the Governor of any of these colonies to lease or
demise the waste lands for a term not exceeding 21
years, provided that such leases be offered by pub-
lic auction; the reversion of the land so leased not
to be sold without the consent of the lessee or person
to whom the lease may bclong—to allow in all con-
veyances or leases of waste lands the reserving of
all or any portion of the minerals lying or being in
or under such lands, or any rents or royalties to be
paid in respect thereof—to give power to the Gover-
nor to grant licences for a time not exceeding 12
months for the occupation of waste lands, or for fel-
ling, removing, and selling the timber thereupon ; the
occupier of such lands, uuder licence without fee
or payment, paying by the year a sum not exceeding
'one  penny for every sheep, and threepence for every
‘horse and head -of - horned cattle depastured upon
ishieh’ waste ‘lands persons occupying such lands
fwithout License, to pay a fiue of £10, for the first
‘offence, £20. for the’ second, and £60. fer the thivd.
The gross -proceeds’ of sums paid for Agistment,
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Rents, Royalties, ete. to he appropriated to the same
purposes as the proceeds of the sale of waste lands.

The Committee of the South Australian Society
have drawn up the following Petition to the House
of Commouns against the Bill—

To the Honourable the Commons of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Irveland, in
Parliament assembled. The humble Petition of
the undersigned residents in Great Britain,
being Purchasers of Land, and otherwise in-
terested in the Province of South Australia—

Sheweth—

That the said province of South Australia was
established by the Act of Parliament passed in
the 4th and 5th years of the reign of His late
DMajesty King William the Fourth, cap. 95 ; and
nnder such Act, and the regulations made by the
Commissioners in pursuance thereof, it was repre-
sented to be an essential and inherent principle,
and, as such, was held out as an inducement to
purchasers, that the lands in the said province
were to be sold at the fixed price of £1. per acre,
and that ¢ nothing, whether above or below the
surface of the lund, will be reserved to the Crown.”

That the sales under the said Act continued until the
Act of Parliaiment passed in the 5th and 6th years
of the reign of Her present DMajesty, cap. 36,
came into foree in the said province of South Aus-
tralia, under which last-mentioned Act the system
of selling the Waste Lands by auction, instead ot
at a fixed price, was introduced ; but still the prin-
ciple ahove referred to was left untouched.

That the principle of such unreserved grants was
first introduced in the said province of South Aus-
tralia, and was adopted, after much consideration,
in consequence of the evils which had resulted in
other colonies from grants subject to reservations.

That the principle of unreserved grants was from
the first highly appreciated by the purchasers of
land in South Australia, and is still highly valued
by the colonists, and has been fonnd in practice so
desirable, that it has been since extended to the
other Australasian Settlements,

That lands containing mineral productions have been
discovered in South Australia, sold by the Govern-
ment at high prices, and that the energies of
many of the settlers have been successfally devoted
to the development of the mineral resources of
the colony.

That your petitioners have very lately seen with deep
regret, that a Bill has been introduced into your
Honourable House, entitled, ¢ An Act to amend
an Act,” intituled, “ An act for regulating the sale
of Waste Lands belonging to the Crown in the
Australian colonies, and to make further provision
for the management thereof.”

That your petitioners have reason to believe, that the
colonists of South Australia are strongly opposed
to the system which such Bill would cstablish,

That your petitioners humbly hope that your Honour-
able House will refuse to pass the said Bill, for the
following, among other reasons :— -

That the said Bill is introduced atso late a_period of
the Session, that it is impossible for the majority of
the persons whose rights and interests will he
thereby affected, to have the opportunity of con-
sidering, or even of becoming acquainted with
the provisions of the proposed measure.

That the system sought to be introduced by that
Bill is a direct infringement; and is, as your
petitioners submit, a fraud upon the principle held
out to your petitioners and other land-owners in the
said province, and which operated as an induce-
ment to them to invest their monies under the said
Act establishing the colony. ’
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That the said proposed measure would, if carried
into execution, most materially injure the prospects
of South Australia; as by checking sales of land,:
which have lately been renewed after a very
lengthened cessation, it would prevent that sufh-
cient supply of labour, without which South Aus-
tralia must vitally suffer, and her colonists be
deeply distressed.

That the system of selling the land without reserva-
tion, in accordance with the objects and intentions
of the said Act establishing the colony, has pre-
vailed in the province of South Australia from the
establishment of that province, and is highly
valued by the colonists; while the abrogating of
that system, unknown to them, and without their
sanction, is improper and unjust.

That the sale of land containing or supposed to con-
tain mineral productions by auction, secures com-
petition, and obtains for the Crown the price which
must be considered to be the full value of the
land—that the proposed reservations would check
the enterprize necessary for the full development
of the mineral resources of South Australia—and
would fetter the tenure of land with conditions and
restrictions inconsistent with the rights of the free-
hold, and would be otherwise objectionable—so
that whilst on the one hand the revenue would not
be benefitted, the colonists would be materially
prejudiced.

That the proposed measnre is equivalent to imposing
a Tax without the consent of the colonists, and even
without the consent of the Legislative Council.

That the proposed measure would create an unfair
and invidious distinction between those who have
already purchased land, and those who will pur-
chase hereafter.

That the arbitrary powers to be conferred by the
proposed measure on the Governor are capable of
great abuse, and may be made productive of great
oppression and injustice.

That such repeated changes in the land system of
the Australasian Colonies are highly inexpedient.
That the proposed measure is an attempt to legislate
for distant colonics, on subjects peculiarly local,
in ignorance of the wishes and sentiments of the
colonists, and as your petitioners believe in a

measure prejudicial to their interests.

Your petitioners therefore most humbly
pray your Honourable House not to
pass the Bill before referred to.

And your petitioners will ever pray, &e.

The same Committee have also thought it advisable
to present a Petition praying for a General Assembly
in terms of the Act, for the better government of
South Australia ; which is as follows:—

To the Honourable the Commons of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in
Parliament assembled. The humble Petition
of the undersigned proprictors of Land and
others interested in the prosperity of South
Australia—

Sheweth—

That Her Majesty’s Province of South Australia
was founded in the year 1834, and has always
been, by express enactment, exempt from the
introduction of convicts.

That the Legislative Council of the said Province
makes laws and ordinances, regulates the raising
and appropriation of the revenue, and assumes
the power of imposing taxes.

That such Legislative Council consists of His Ex-
cellency the Governor, and certain officers of the
local government, with a minority of certain un-
official members nominated by Her Majesty, and
removabhle at pleasure,
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That the inhabitants of the said Province have on
various occasions humbly petitioned Her Majesty,
that Her Majesty will .be pleased to establish a
council within the said province, of which there
shall be members elected by the inhabitants, but
to such petitions the answers veturned by Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State fov the
Colonies have been untavourable.

That the said province of South Australia contains a
population exceeding 18,000 in number, posses-
sing in the said province a large property, and
better qualified to judge of the measures essential
and proper to advance the progress of the colony
than can be the case with a council composed
principally of members nominated by the Crown
and removable at pleasure.

That by the Act 5 and 6 Victoria, cap. 61, intituled,

« An Act to provide for the better Government of |-

South Australia,” it is enacted, “ That it shall be
lawful for Her Majesty to convenc a general
assembly to be elected by the freeholders and
others; and to authorize the Governor of the
colony, with the advice and consent of the said
seneral assembly, and of a Legislative Council, to
make laws for the peace, order, and good govern-
ment of the said colony.”

That your petitioners submit, that according to the
principles of the British Constitution, the power
of imposing taxes cannot exist without the consent
of the people—that the principle of self-govern-
ment is necessary to the proper maintenance of
all British possessions, is a right attaching to every
body of free settlers leaving Great Britain to
plant a colony—and is just and expedient as sub-
stituting a proper local legislation on subjects

essentially local, in the place of legislation origi- |-

nating at an inconvenient distance—under imper-
fect knowledge—and often so tardily obtained as
to permit the endurance of much injury, which
proper local enactment would have prevented.
Your petitioners therefore most humbly
pray your Honourable House, that
proper measures may be adopted for
granting to the inhabitants of South
Australia a general assembly composed
of members clected by the said in-
habitants in terms of the Act 5th aund
Gth Victoria, eap. 61.
And your petitioners will ever pray, &e.

From the London Gazelte, July 15.

The Queen has been pleased to appoint George
Grey, Esq. to be Lieutenant Governor of the colony
of New Zealand.

Her Majesty has also been pleased to appoint
Frederick Holt Robe, Esq., Major in the Army,
to be Lieutenant Governor of South Australia,

On Monday, the 28th Inst, the sum of £3,171.
was voted by the House of Commons, to defray the
expenses incurred at South Australia.

GEOLOGY & MINERALOGY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

(Concluded from page 324.)
The following table will show at a glance
various rocks and minerals are situated :—

Kapunda mine, County

Light Copper

Mount Lofty ranges

hemeetites, dolomite,

where the

Copper and lead oves,
clay slates, ved micaceous
sandstone, fine white grain-
ed sandstone, sulphurets of
iron, oxides of manganese,
crystatlised quartz, talc,
micaceous iror-ore, brown

North Adelaide, 125 fect
below the surface

Mount Barker

River Gawler

Barossa range

Lyndoch Valley
Crystal Brook

River Torrens

Belvidere Range

Horse Shoe, Onkaparinga

Country beyond DMount
Bryan

Flinders  Range,
Mount Avden

Valley of the Nixon, or
Inman

near

Flaxman Valley

Mount Gambier

Range south of Yankalilla
South Adelaide

Sources of the Angas
Heireinian range

Hutt River

Yankal lla, gorge of the
River
Rapid Bay

Depot Creek, 3 miles
south of Mount Arden

Plains south of Adelaide,
at Brighton
River Murray

Red Cliff, fifteen miles
south of Mount Brown
Eyre and Sturt counnties
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Sulphurets of irom, py-
rites in clay slate, red and
white pipe-clays.

Sulphurets of iron py.
rites In gneiss, white mar-
ble, grey marble, granite,
gneiss, mica slate,

Sulphurets of iron, ox-
ides of iron, varieties of
compact quartz, elays, talc,
mica, wavelite,

Copper oves, oxides of
iron, do, of manganese, do.
of titanium, sulphuret of
tin, fibrolite, smoky quartz,
woodstone, hornstone, o-
pal, calcedony, hornblende,
plumbago or blacklead,
schorl, tale, mica, soap-
stone, feldspar, dolomite,
carrara  marble, tuffa,
gneiss, mica slate.

Oxides of iron,
blende, talc.

Oxides of iron, clay,
several colowrs, tuffa, sul-
phate of soda.

Oxides of iron (various)
alum,

Oxides of iron (various)
varieties of compact quartz,-
zeolite do., flinty slate,
hornstone, opal, zeolite,
garnet, hornblende, alum-
stone, tale, feldspar, dolo-
mite, alum, plumbago or
blacklead, grey wacke,

Osides of manganese,

Oxides of mangauese,
oxide of antimony, tale.

horn-

Black gnartz.

Compact quartz, schorl,
mica, feldspar, coarse por-
phyritic granite,

Woodstone, oxides of
iron, horustone, opal, cal-
cedony, siliceous and cal-
carious tuffa, chrysolite,
hornblende, white marble,

Black flint, silicions
pebbles, porous lava (ved
and black,) and cellular
wacke,

Jasper (pudding-stone.)

Variegated uuctuous clay

Pink pipe clay.

Talc.

Talc, in magnesian lime-
stone,

Mica, coarse porphyritic
granite, mica slate,

Dolomite, carrara mar-
ble, white marble, grey and
white limestone, with iron
pyrites, tuffa.

Brown and white veined
limestone, tuffa, alum, mi-
ca slate.

Gypsum.
Gypsum, nitrate of soda,
earthy bitumen, gianite.

Gypsum,

Granite, fine red and






