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THE attempt to carry the Waste Lands
(Australia) Bill at the fag-end of the session,
has met with the fate it deserved. Indeed,
the small but increasing party in the House
of Commons, who appreciate the value and
importance of our colonial possessions in Aus-
tralasia, and who acknowledge the justice of
their claims upon the support and encourage-
ment of the mother country, conscious of its
growing strength, and well supported from
without, will no longer permit measures of
vital importance to these dependencies, to be
smuggled in, and hurried through Parlia-
ment at the pleasure of the Colonial Office.
Many months must now elapse before this
Bill can be again brought forward. Having
been read a first time, for the express pur-
pose of being printed and submitted to the
examination of the parties most interested in
its provisions, it cannot, with any decency,
be proceeded with until the opinion of the
colonists has been expressed upon it, how-
ever little that opinion may be subsequently
regarded. But although the evil day may be
distant, we cannot be too early prepared to
meet it; and that our readers may have
full opportunity of examining the details of
this Bill, we publish it in a complete form,
amended but not improved, by the last
touches of its authors. The amendments re-
fer principally to the leasing of the waste
lands in New South Wales, already occupied
by squatters; in the particular clause which
most especially concerns the interests of
South A ustralia — the second which empowers
the reservation of the minerals—no alteration
has been attempted, nor could anything but
its entire withdrawal satisfy the friends of
that colony ; one of the original principles
upon which it was founded, being, that
. nothing, either above or below the surface
of the land offered for sale, should be re-
served to the Crown; a principle adopted
from a conviction—arrived at aftec careful ob-
servation and enquiry-—.that all such reserva-
tions were no less injurious to the best interests
of the settlements in which they had been
made, than contrary tothe whole spirit of Eng-

lishlaw and custom. Itis unnecessary torepeat

at length, the various and weighty objections

which have been raised against so important:

an alteration, in the system of selling the
waste lands of Australia,—a change which

none have desired or asked for, but which
seems to be proposed for no other purpose,
than to enable the Home Government, with a
better grace, to refuse the applications of
other colonies to be placed, in this matter,
upon a level with South Australia. These
objections are admirably stated in the Pe-
tition lately presented to Parliament, and are
briefly as follows, viz :—That the proposed
reservations would be a breach of the princi-
ple upon which the land was originally sold,
and which mainly induced purchasers to in-
vest monies in the colony, depriving the co-
lonist of the opportunity which he now pos-
sesses of obtaining, by purchase, any valu-
able lands which he may discover; and to the
full and entire possession of which he looks
forward as the fair reward of his enterprise,
in adventuring his person aud property in a
new and untiied soil ;— that they would
create an unfair and invidious distinction be-
tween the present holders of land, and future
purchasers ;—would fetter the tenure of land
with conditions inconsistent with the right of
the freehold ;—would check the enterprizing
spirit by which alone the capabilities of the
Colony can be developed ;—and would im-
pede the sales of land, by destroying that
competition for sections containing valuable
mineral products, which, while it secures the
payment of the full value of such land, in-
creases the fund for supplying the colony with
the labor already so much required, and be-
coming more and more essential as thevarious
mining undertakings get into full operation.
There are many other very serious objections
to this measure. Amongst them may be no-
ticed :—the arbitrary powers proposed to be
given to the Governor,—the difficulty and
expence attending the management of Crown
leases, the securing responsible tenants, the
collecting ~ royalties, rents, agistments, and
the like ;—the withholding of lands which
may be desired for agricultural and other
purposes, on account of the minerals they
may be supposed to contain,—and the levy-
ing taxes upon the colonists without their con-
sent previously had and obtained, a proceed-
ing acknowledged to be decidedly unconstitu-
tional. We leave this Bill, for the present,
in the hands of our readers, who will do well
to give it the most attentive consideration ;
and unless they come to a different conclu-.
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sion to ourselves, they will see the necessity
of preparing for it, on its reappearance, a
very vigorous and decided opposition. IFrom
the colonists of South Australia, we antici-
pate the most urgent remonstrances, which
will doubtless be supported by representa-
tions from the other colonies; and we trust
their friends in England will allow no private
interest or party prejudice to interfere with
the zealous and powerful advocacy of the
privileges and advantages of which they are
now so unjustly sought to be deprived.

CAPTAIN STURT’S EXPEDITION TO EXPLORE THE
INTERIOR.

By way of Launceston we have news from the co-
lony to the 9th of April. The accounts are of the
most favourable character. 'T'he following notice
of Capt. Sturt’s further progress to the northward,
is the more interesting, from the good report it
gives of the country through which he travelled.

 'We have very great pleasure in being able to re-
port further intelligence from Capt, Sturt,

A letter from Captain Sturt, conveyed by natives
has recently received by Mrs. Sturt. We have not
seen it, but E. Sturt, Esq., the Captain’s brother, has
kindly communicated to us its contents. The letter
is dated ten days after Captain Sturt’s last despatch,
dated Oct. 16th, (a copy of which appeared in the
¢ Gazette’ of Nov. 7th, and in this paper of the sub-
sequent day), and gives an account of his examina-
tion of the country to the north of the position of
Mr. Poole, at the time the latter ¢ had a view of dis-
tant ranges to the north and north-west,” and saw,
what appeared to be water, extending from south-
west to west 13° east of north. That position was,
as nearly as could be ascertained, long E. 141° 46,
lat. S. 320 4,

Capt, Sturt states that he followed up the long. to
lat, 31° 207, a distance of 52 miles, and found that
the country was a table-land, considerably ele vated
above the plain on which he had been, with plenty of
food for the bullecks, and water, The water sup-
posed to have heen seen by Mr. Poole was mirage.

High ranges appeared in the distance, and a native .

told the captain that his country was to the north,
Adding to this the circumstance of Mr. Poole having
scen thousands of paroquets coming from the north-
west, there js the strongest evidence that the high
good country would continue,

It seems highly probable, then, that the theory
originally started by Mr. Burr, that a backbone
yange of mountainous country extends to the north,
which will render the penetration of the interior, in-
dependent of the course of the great rivers, an easy
task, The captain’s position in latitude 31° 20, we
may observe, is nearly parallel to Mount Daubeney
and about 30 miles south-and-by-west of Mount
Lyall,

It is not known what kept the natives so long on |

their journey; but it is remarkable that Mr, Eyve,
hefore he left, said, that the natives would leave
Capt, Sturt very soon.—South Aust, April 1,

We have much gratification in recording the fact,
that the ¢ Templar,” Capt. Brown, which sailed on the
25th July last, carried out about 80 passengers, in-
cluding some highly respectable families, who have
sclected South Australia as their future home, This
is a pleasing proof of the high estimation in which
the colony is again held as a mostdesirable location.
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WASTE LANDS (AUSTRALIA) BILL.

This Bill was introduced into the House of Com-
mons by Mr. G. W. Hope. In consequence of the
opposition made to its further progress this last ses-
sion, the bill was withdrawn, except a portion which
related to Van Dieman’s Land as will be seen by the
annexed report.

Mr. G. W. Hore moved the second reading of
the Waste Lands (Australia) Bill. He said he had
some important amendments to introduce.

Mr, C. BuLLER stated his determination to oppose
the bill by every means in his power. He under-
stood it would not be pressed if objected to; and he
conld assure the hon, gentleman, that it would be
very earnestly and resolutely opposed in every stage.
The Government had better withdraw it,

Mr. AcrioNBY said, not one but every interest
was opposed to the bill,

Mur. J. A. SMi1TH also spoke in opposition to the
bill.

Sir J. GRAHAM supported it, and moved that the
second reading be deferred till to-morrow.

Mr, Hawes, on the opposition, moved, as an a-
mendment, that the second reading be deferred until
that day six months.

The House divided, and the numbers were —
For the adjournment till to-morrow, 34; for the
amendment, 11 ; majority, 23.

Mr. WARBURTON moved the adjournment of the
debate until Monday week.

The gallery was cleared for a division, but none
took place.

Mr, AGLIONBY suggested that the bill should be
printed and circulated in the colonies, and then
proceeded with next session.

Sir .J. Graham said that there were urgent reasons
why that part of the bill which related to Van
Diemen’s Land should be immediately passed,

After a few words from Mr. Hawes,

DMr. Scorr said he thought it advisable that the
discussion on this bill should be postponed umtil the
Under Secretary for the Colonies might have an
opportunity of explaining its provisions to-morrow.

The galleries were again cleared for a division,
but, as had been the case on the former occasion,
none took place.

The debate, as far as relates to Van Diemen’s
Land, was then adjourned till five o'clock to-
morrow.—QColonial Gazelte, August 2.

The Bill, with certain amendments, was again
introduced on the last day of the session, that it

might be printed and circulated for the benefit of

those whom it might concern.

WASTE LAND (AUSTRALIA) BILL.

A Bill to amend an Act for regulating the Sale of
Waste Land belonging to the Crown in the Austra-
lian Colonies, and to make further Provision for
the Management thereof, .

Whereas by an Act passed in the Session of Parlia-

ment held in the fifth and sixth years of the reign of

Her Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for regulating the

Sale of Waste Land belonging to the Crown in the

Australian Colonies,” provision is made for the con-

veyance and alienation of such waste land: .

And whercas doubts have arisen whether, 'unde\*
that Act, Her Majesty, or any person acting in the
name and on behalf of Her Majesty, can convey or
alienate any waste lands of the crown in any such
colony by lease or demise, reserving an annual rent
or payment for the same:

Be it therefore enacted and declared, by The
Queen’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the ad-
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vice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal,
and Commons in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, that nothing in the
said recited Act contained shall extend or be con-
strued to extend to prevent her Majesty, or any such
person acting in the name and on the bhehalf of Her
Majesty, as aforesaid, from demising for a term of not
more than seven years, any waste lands of the Crown
in any such colony, at an annual rent payable to Her
Majesty by the lessee for and in respect of such
lands : provided always, that all leases so to be made
and granted shall contain clauses of forfeiture and
provisoes for re-entry for non-payment of such rent,
or for underletting or assignment of the whole or any
portion of such lands by such lessee without license
in that behalf first obtained from Her Majesty, or
such person acting in the name and on the behalf of
Her Majesty as aforesaid, and shall be offered by
public auction to the highest bidder for the same,
after due notice of such public auction given as in
the said recited Act is directed, together with a spe-
cification of the lands intended to be demised, and
of the duration of the proposed term : and provided
also, that during the continuance of any such lease it
shall not be lawful for Her Majesty, or any such per-
son acting as aforesaid, to sell the reversionary estate
expectant upon the determination of such lease, with-
out the consent in writing of the lessee or other party
to whom the lease may then belong.

And whereas doubts have also arisen whether, in
carrying into execution the provisions of the said
recited Act, Her Majesty, or any such person acting in
the name and on the behalf of her Majesty, as afore-
said, is at liberty to reserve, to and for the use of her
Majesty, any portion of the minerals lying in or under
any such lands ; be it enacted and declared, that no-
thing in the said recited Act shall extend or be con-
strued to extend to prevent her Majesty, or any such
person acting in the name and on the behalf of her
Majesty as aforesaid, from reserving to and for the
use of her Majesty, in any conveyance or alienation
as aforesaid, or in any lease of any such waste lands
as aforesaid, the whole or any portion of the minerals
lying or being in or under any such lands, or any
rents or royalties to be paid or rendered in respect
thereof.

And be it enacted, that from and after the day
when this Act shall come into effect in the maunner
hereinafter mentioned, so much of the said recited
Act as relates to the granting, under certain condi-
tions therein mentioned, of licenses for the occupa-
tion of any waste lands of the Crown in any of the
said colonies, and for felling, removing and selling
the timber growing on any such lands, shall he re-
pealed : provided always, that nothing herein con-
tained shall render invalid any license which shall or
may have been granted previously to the day when
this Act shall come into effect.

And be it enacted, that from and after such day as
aforesaid, the Governor of any such colonies shall
have the power to grant to any person a license, for
any time not exceeding twelve calendar months from
the date thereof, to become and be an occupier of
waste lands of the Crown in such colony, or a license
for felling, removing and selling timber growing on
waste lands therein.

And be it enacted, that from and after such time
as aforesaid, any person, unless claiming under a sale
or lease as aforesaid, who shall be found occupying
any waste lands of the Crown in any of the said
Australian colonies, either by residing or by erecting
any hut or building thereon, or by clearing, inclosing
or cuftivating any part thereof, and who shall not
previonsly have obtained a license from the said Go-
vernor for the occupation of such lands, or who shall
shall occupy as aforesaid after such license shall have
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been determined by forfeiture or otherwise, shall be
liable, on conviction thereof, to the penalties follow-
ing; that is to say, for the first offence, a sum not
exceeding ten pounds ; for the second offence, a sum
not exceeding twenty pounds; and for the third or
any subsequent offence, a sum not exceeding fifty
pounds: provided always, that no information shall
be laid or brought for any second or subsequent of-
fence until the expiration of fourteen clear days
from the date of the previous conviction.

And be it enacted, that any person or persons oc™
cupying any such waste lands under such license as
aforesaid, which shall have been granted without fee
or payment for the same, shall pay by the year such
a sum, not exceeding one penny for every sheep, and
threepence for every horse and head of horned cattle
depastured upon the waste lands of the Crown, as
shall be fixed by her Majesty in her Privy Council,
or by the Governor of such colony with the advice of
his executive council.

And whereas in the colony of New South Wales,
there are certain waste lands of the Crown situate
beyond the limits allotted to settlers for location in
the said colony, which are now occupied under li-
cense, and upon which improvements have been made
by and at the expense of the occupiers thereof ; and
whereas it is expedient that certain portions of such
lands so improved shall be let on lease to the occu-
piers thereof, without offering the same by public
auction to the highest bidder as hereinbefore provi-
ded; be it therefore enacted, that when any waste
lands of the Crown, situate beyond the limits allotted
to settlers for location in the said colony, shall have
been occupied by any person under such license as
aforesaid, for a period of not less than five successive
years then next preceding, it shall be lawful for the
Governor of the said colony, if he shall think fit, to
demise such lands or any part of such lands so occu-
pied as aforesaid, to such person for a term of not
more than seven years, at such an annual rent as
shall be fixed by the said Governor, by and with the
advice of his executive council, without offering such
lease by public auction to the highest bidder as here-
inbefore provided : and provided always, that all lea-
ses so to be made and granted shall contain clauses of
forfeiture and provisoes for re-entry for non-payment
of such rent, or for under-letting or assignment of
the whole or any portion of such lands by such lessee
without license in that behalf first obtained from her
Majesty, or such person acting in the name and on
the behalf of her Majesty as aforesaid. .

And be it enacted, that, subject to the charges in
the recited Act mentioned, which shall be incurred
in carrying into effect the provisions of that or of th}é
present Act, the gross proceeds of the sums S0 pal
for licenses and for agistment, when such licenses
shall have been granted without fee or payment for
the same, and of the rents, royalties and other pay-
ments to be made and rendered under the provisions
of this Act, shall be appropriated and applied to an(}‘
for the like purposes as the proceeds of thp sales 0
the waste lands of the Crown in_ each of the said
colonies are appropriated and applied under and by
virtue of the provisions of the said recited Act.

And be it enacted, that if at any time the royalties
reserved on minerals, or the monies payable for
agistment, shall be in arrear and unypaid, the like re-
medy shall accrue to her Majesty for recovery there-
of by distress, as for the recovery of money rent re-
served by lease; and if at any time the yearly sum
payable by any person for agistment, under and by
virtue of the provisions of this Act, shall be in ar-
rear and unpaid for the space of three calendar
months, the license of such person to occupy such
waste land as aforesaid shall become forfeited.






