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Tue publication of the Correspondence be-
tween certain Holders of Special Surveys in
South Australia and Lord Stanley, exhibits,
in a new light, the mean and shufiling cha-
racter of Colonial Office policy. Having
turned a deaf ear to the constant appeals of
the friends of the Colony in general, for a due
appropriation of the Land Fund, the Colonial
Minister would also resist the demands of those
whose claims are special and peculiar. The
case of these gentlemen is briefly as follows :—
Believing South Australia to present, from all
accounts, a very desirable field for the em-
ployment of labour and capital, they purchased
special surveys, for the most part with: the in-
tention of settling on their lands such of their
puorer neighbours and dependants as might
be desirous of emigrating. The Actof Par-
liament, under which the land was sold,
guaranteed to them the application of the pur-
chase-money to free emigration ; and the spe-
cial contracts between themselves and the
commissioners stipulated, that within a period
of eighteen months, they should be at liberty
to select their own emigrants. These purchases
were all made in the years 1839 and 1840.
Before the expiration of the eighteen months,
the commissioners, a body appointed by the ex-
ecutive to administer the affairs of the Colony,
!lad violated the agreements they had entered
into, by appropriating the money to other pur-
poses,—and, the sales.of land having ceased,
and being . unable to raise the sums they were
authorised to borrow, had no means of repla-
cing it when called upon to fulfil their engage-
ments. The Government now took the matter
into its-own hands, and laid the whole case
before Parliament. A Select Committee, after
long and patient examination, decided, that
the whole of the misappropriated money ought
to be restored to the Land Fund, as an act
of justice to those who had relied upon the
public faith; but no provision was made by
Parliament, at that time, for its repayment.
Satisfied with the acknowledgment of their
just claims, in this and other ways, which will
be presently noticed ; and finding that the Co-
‘lony was not, from circumstances, in the im-

‘mediate want of labour, no divect application

was made on the part of the Survey Holders
to Government, to obtain a vote for this pur-
pose. In the course of the last year the de-
~mand for labour became, however, so urgent,

that these gentlemen deemed it advisable to
‘bring forward their ¢laims; and hence the cor-
rrespondence before us, a digest of which, with
‘copious extracts, we have given in another
‘page. This correspondence is conducted, on
ithe part of the. memorialists, in a very diflerent
‘spirit from that which animates the Colonial
Office ; and the clear and straightforward state-
ments of the former, supported by official do-
cuments, contrasts strikingly with the shufiling
ovasion and forced inferences of the latter.
The memorialists state their case plainly and
simply—prove that the Commissioners them-
selves had acknowledged the justice of their
claims—that a Parliamentary Committee con-
sidered the public faith pledged to the acts of
the Commissioners, and recommeunded the re-
payment of the sum borrowed from the
Emigration Fund—that Lord Stanley, hav-
ing himself called the attention of the Lords
of the Treasury to the peculiar circumstances
under which their (the memorialist’s) money
had been received, referring to ¢‘our ex-
press engagements,” their Lordships sanc=
tioned a demand to Parliament for money
to meet these very claims — and appeal
to the Colonial Minister, as the natural
guardian of their rights, to bring the case be-
fore the House of Commons, on whose sense
of justice they confidently rely. And what
is the reply of Lord Stanley to these state-
ments ? In the first instance, he endeavours to
gain time, and postpone the day of reckoning,
by informing the memorialists of facts, which
they very well knew, namely, that the re-
sources of South Australia did not supply the
means for defraying the expense of sending
out the labour claimed by them, and that Par-
liament had voted no funds for -the purpose.
But the memorialists purchased their land, as
his Lordship also knew, not of the Colony,
but of certain Commissioners nominated by
Government, who acted, or ought to have act-
ed, in accordance with the-Act of Parliament
under which they were appointed, and which
expressly-directed, that the whole of the pro-
ceeds of the Land Fund should be applied to
Emigration. They had nothing at all to do
with the Colony, beyond the possession of a
certain quantity of land, which was acknow-
ledged to be unavailable without the supply of
labour, for which they had paid their money,
and which was, by the non-fulfilment of the
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contract made with them, reridered inapplica-
ble to the benefit of those individuals, for
whose advantage it was intended by the pur-
chasers, This point is distinctly put to Lord
Stanley by the memorialists. We have not
space to enter upon His Lordship’sreply in the
present number. The assumption, that the
whole of the Land Fund remaining unappro-
priated, was liable for any deficiency in the
Revenue Fund, is at once so novel and extra-
ordinary as to demand careful investigation.

LATEST NEWS FROM THE COLONY.

Extract of a Leiter from Adelaide, dated March,
31st. 1845,

« T take the earliest opportunity of informdng you
that the ¢ Isabella Watson’ will load here for London,
direct; and, as all the outward cargo is engaged, she
will have quick despatch, and will, I doubt not, be
close at hand when you receive this letter. The em-
igrants per ¢ Isabella Watson’ are all in employment,
and the demand for labour does not seem to be in the
least affected.

““The land sales to-morrow, which include some
sections with minerals, are expected to give another
lift to the land-fund.

‘ April 19th, 1 o’clock, ».»1. The section, 80 acres,
adjoining Capt. Bagot’s mine, has just been knocked
down to him, at the government land sale, for
£2150.”

HOME NEWS.

The two following paragraphs were accidentally shut
out of our last number.

The Queen has been pleased to appoint George
Grey, Esq. to be Lieutenant Governor of -the colony
of New Zealand.

On Monday, the 28th Aug.,the sum of £3,171,
was voted by the House of Commons, to defray the
expenses incurred in South Australia.

SHIPPING FOR ADELAIDE.—The ¢ Kingston,” Capt.
Harwood, left Plymouth on the 17th ult. with nine
cabin and five steerage passengers, and about fifty
emigrants, The ¢ Enmore,’ left the River on the 28th,
also with a full complement of passengers.

RaiLways.—We are glad to learn that the old
plan of forming a Railway between Port Adelaide
and the Town is about to be revived, with such
modifications as the superior science and experience
of the present time will render desirable, The at-
mospheric system of Mr. Pilbrow will probably be
adopted, from its superior economy and safety, We
helieve the necessary forms are nearly completed,
when the plan will be submitted for public approba-
tion. We shall be happy to forward the proposal, by
giving any information we may possess, to enquiriers
at the publishers,

Mr. EYRE, the Australian traveller, has recently
published a very interesting work, entitled, * Jour-
nals of Expeditions of Discovery into Central Aus-
t!'alia," &c., These veolumes contain much informa-
tion respecting the country to the North-West of
Adelaide ; and a considerable space is devoted to an
account of’ the aborigines, with whose character and
habits Mr., E. had so good an opportunity of becom-
ing acquainted, This Work, being mainly devoted
lo a simple narative of facts, in reference to the
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hitherto unexplored western borders of Sonth Aus-

tvalia, and the country beyond it, does not necessarily

treat of the extent and fertility of those portions of
that colony which are already known, and which are

only partially occupied. The object of the expedition,

of which Mr, Eyre had command, was simply to as-
certain whether a practicable route existed by which
a land communication might be established between

Adelaide and the located districts of Western Aus-

tralia, for the transit of stock. As, however, the pre-
cise locality of Sonth Australia is so little uuderstood
by the public, and as theve may be some misapprehen-

sion on the subject of its extensively available lands,
from the general report of barrenness and sterility
given in Mr, Eyre’s work, in relation to other parts of
the continent of New Holland, it may be well to state
that in respect to South Australia as a colony, he en-
tertains the highest opinion. In a letter recently ad-
dressed to a gentleman in London, he says :(—

«The fact of the existence of a great extent of
desert north and west of South Australia ought not to
affect that colony. Its character, capabilities and re-
sources within certain limits, as to extent of country,
are great and important beyond meusure, and it may
well stand upon its own merits, setting at defiance ca-
lumny or misrepresentation. The truth may he hid-
den or perverted for a time, but it must eventually
prevail.?

Within the parts of South Australia already ex-
plored, a sufficient extent of fertile country has been
discovered, through which flow all the great rivers of
the north and eastern parts of New Holland, afford-
ing thereby the means of extensive inland navigation,
to ensure the prosperity, and increase the riches of
the Province. ‘

RIDLEY’S REAPING MACHINE.

THE GRAIN MARKET,

The most satisfactory accounts continue to be
received from South Australia, of the successful
working of Ridley’s Reaping Machine,

The value of this invention can he rightly esti-
mated, only by recollecting the difficulties, which
the farmers formerly experienced, in harvest time,
and the wages which they were under the necessity
of paying, to rReAPeErs. In December, 1842, as
reported in our number for July, 1843, ¢ tweuty-five
to thirty shillings were paid, per statute acre, for
reaping—with plenty of grog and rations. Soldiers
were ordered out to assist—and tradesmen left their
shops to do the same,—sickles were 10s. each, and
none to be got.” Our correspondent added, ¢ A
great many acres of wheat on Adelaide plains, never
will be cut, for want of men.” .

During the last harvest, some of the deserving
tenants of the South Australian Company, were
favored with the use of one of Ridley’s machines,
for which, they were charged, only FivE shillings per
acre, for the use of machine and- the requisite labor,
in REAPING and THRASHING. And even at this rate,
the original cost of the machine might be cleared in
one harvest. We have reason to believe, that con-
siderable shipments of wheat, will be made this
season, from South Australia to England ; and they
will certainly come to a good market. Prime Aus-
tralian wheat would bring in the London market, at
this time, 70s, to 72s, per quarter. The duty is_still
4s. per quarter—but there is a great probability,
that it will soon fall to 3s., if not to 2s. per quarter.

Many of our readers are probably not aware, of
the way in which the rate of duty is determined.
It is,as follows, when the average price of wheat,
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made up, and published in the manner prescribed
by ¢the corn-law, shall be—

Under 66s. per quarter, the duty is &s. per qr.

When &5s. and under 56s. 4s.
5  D6s. ’» 67s. 3s.
5 OTs. ” 68s. 2s.

5  58s. and upwards 9 1s.

1t is possible, that by the time Parliament re-
assembles, the duty on Australian wheat, may. in
spite of Lord Stanley, be equalized with that on
Canadian wheat; but we hope, that nothing will
prevent the colonists of South Australia telling the
Parliament of England, that they have been un-
kindly and unjustly treated ; and demanding, that
they be put on the same footing, as the mast fa-
vorved colony. If such a distinction is to be main-
tained, among nations, with which we have com-
mercial treaties, let it be forthwith abolished, among
our own colonies. It is one of the most barbarous
pieccs of legislation, extant, at the present day.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.

A Paper, No. 624, has just been issued, entitled,
<« Copies of Correspondence on the subject of the
Colonial Land Fund of South Australia,” (in coun-
tinunation of the papers presented 8th August, 1844,
No. 609.) Wesshall, in this and the following Num-
ber, present our readers with a digest of these
documents, extracting, at length, only such points as
are of particular importance. We have, elsewhere,
expressed our opinion on this correspondence.

In August of the past year, certain gentlemen
being holders of special surveys in the colony of
South Australia, finding that labour was much in
demand in the colony, and that therefore it was
a very appropriate time for urging their claims on
the attention of Government, addressed a Memorial
to Lord Stanley, praying that steps might be taken
to secure the “ due appropriation of the monies paid
by the memorialists, under the guarantee of the
Act of I;‘,arliament, 4th and 5th of his late Majesty,
cap. 90.

In this memorial they state, that believing South
Australia to be a suitable field for the employment
of British labour and capital, they purchased land
there, under the guarantee that the monies paid by
them should be applied to emigration ; and with the
special agreement, that within eighteen months of
the date of purchase, they should be allowed to
nominate their own emigrants, That these pur-
chases were all made in the the years 1839 and 1840 ;
but that emigration having been suspended in the
latter year, in consequence of the appropriation of
the land fund to purposes not contemplated by the
Act, the purchase money paid by them was not duly
applied, Their peculiar position, at that time, is
distinetly set forth in the following passage of the
memorial :—

< That some of your memorialists, being friends to
emigration, and possessing landed estates in the
United Ringdom, and having purchased land in
South Australia, solely with the view of providing
a home for many of their laborers and other depen-
dents, or persons in humble life well known to them,
claimed the right of nomination aforesaid within the
time specified, but were informed by the commis-
sioners, that the claim could not be met, as they had
no funds in hand applicable to emigration: Thit
others of your memorialists did not make such claim,
because the financial difficulties of the South Aus-
tralian commission, and. its inability to carry on free
emigration, being publicly known and acknowledged,
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it would have been useless to have then exercised
their right; and others, bécause, not having received
advices of the selection of the land on which they
proposed to locate the emigrants they might. send
out, such nomination was inexpedient, their view
being not to send off a certain number of people,
but to place them in a comparatively comfortable
home, suited to their former habits.

¢« The memorialists thercfore submit, that while they
would be willing to waive the right of nominating
emigrants, they have a gpecial and peculiar claim to
have the sums paid by them properly apyplied, a claim
which they state to be acknowledged by the select
committees on South Australia, (session 1841) ¢ who
indeed recommended the repayment of the whole
sum borrowed from the emigration fund ;” and by the
Lords of the Treasury, in their letter to their lord-
ships, printed at p. 65 of the ¢ Papers relative to
South Australia;” and a claim which they had re-
frained from urging ¢ while the colony was by some
persons *considered, not to be in a state to receive
supplies of labour,” but which they thought it right
to press, now that a supply of labour is essential,
as testified by resolutions passed in the legislative
council of the province itself.”

To this simple and forcible statement of the case of
the special survey holders, Mr. Hope replies, on the
6th of September, in the following terms:—

«Sir,~—With reference to the memorial from various
holders of special surveys in South Australia, en-
closed in your letter of the 13th ultimo, I am
directed by Lord Stanley to acquaint you, that the
colony of South Australia having become insolvent,
the resources of that settlement did mnot supply any
means of sending out emigrants in respect of the
previous purchases of land to which the memorial
alludes, and that no_vote was taken of Britich funds
for the purpose. Lord Stanley regrets, tiwrefore,
that Government has mo funds by which it can
comply with the prayer of the memorialists, that a
sum equal to the amount of their former purchase-
money may be expended in emigration. ButIam
to state, tiiat his lordship fully concurs in the ex-
pediency which the memorialists submit, of sending
to the colony any emigrants for whose conveyance
the means are forthcoming, and that a sum of £1300,
having recently been reported available for the pur-
pose, measures have been taken to expend it accord-
ingly, and to endeavour 1o make it go as far as
possible for so limited a suam.” . )

The Memorialists, not being satisfied with this reply,
forward to his lordship a second communication,
dated 4th October, 1844, in which, after acknow-
ledging receipt of Mr. Hope’s letter, they refer
to the fact, that no vote had been taken for emigra-
tion purposes, in the following terms :—

«We would thereon take leave to remark, that
however as individuals we may regret the insolvency
of the colony, our money was paid under the gua-
rantce of an Act of the British Legislature, 4 and 5
Will. 4, c. 25, and the terms upon which we paid it
not having been complied with by others than our-
selves, we trust your lordship will deem it your duty
to have onr peculiar claims laid before.the House of
Commons, and call upon the Legislature to take such
steps as may secure to us that justice which is never
asked from a British Parliament in vain.

¢ We are the more emboldened to press this matter
upon your lordship’s most serious and early con-
sideration, as Mr. Hope assuves us, -that you fully
concur in the expedicney of sending emigrants to
the colony ; and a committee of the House of Com-
mons, of which your lovdship and Dr. Hope wete
members, has already recommended Parliament to
vote the necessary funds to complete the bargain
entered into with us.’ )






