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W E cheerfully defer our further commeats on
the correspondence of the Special Survey
Holders with Lord Stanley, to make room for
the great variety of interesting intelligence
brought by the late arrival. The ¢ Isabella
Watson,” which arrived the 24th October,
brings a valuable cargo, including 1383 pack-
ages Gum, weighing 199 tons 4 cwt. 3 qrs.
14 lbs; 2162 bags, 8204 imperial bushels
wheat, 124 bales of woul, 49 cwt. bark, 51
tons of copper ore, 106 felloes, 493 spokes,
and 2225 Staves. The grain will arrive to an
excellent market, the quotations for Australian
wheat being from 60s. to 72s. per quarter.
‘The duty is at present 4s. but will probably.
be lower under the next average. The sales
of previous arrivals of grain realized from
44s 6d. These prices would give anamoun of
from £4000 to £5000 in favour of the Co-
lony. The copper ore is in high estimation,
a parcel having been sold, during the past
month, at €24. 10s, per ton. The news
from Adelaide is of the most favourable cha-
racter. The colonists have not laid aside in
more prosperous times the energy and activity
which enabled them to surmount the adverse
circumstances, through which they have had
to pass. A glance at the varied extracts
which fill our pages will convince any one,
that the prospects of South Australia are
brighter and more cheering than they have
ever yet appeared to its most sanguine friends.
We are very pleased to find, that some
mincrals of a very valuable character have
lately been discovered on the property of our
friend, G. F. Angas, Esq. The unwearied
exertions of this gentleman for the benefit of
the colony, and the great sacrifices he has
made in its behalf, are indeed worthy of a rich
reward.

LATEST INTELLIGENCE.—ADELAIDE A FREE PORT.

Since writing the above, we have been
favored with a sight of a copy of the « Syd-
ney Shipping Gazette,” of the 26th July,
containing the important intelligence, that on
the 2nd July, the Legislative Council of
South -Australia determined, that Adelaide
should be a FREE Port. This very gratify-
ing fact is announced in the following letter
from H. W. Phillips, Esq. Agent to Lloyd,
at Adelaide, to S. A. Donaldson, Esq.,
Agent to Lloyd’s, at Sydney.

-3rd August, in lat, 36 S,

PORT REGULATIONS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

. Adelaide, 4th July, 1845,
Sir,—I have much pleasure in informing you, that
by an act of council, which came into force this day,
Port Adelaide has become a freé port; all charges
for harbour ducs, pilotage, mooring, entering, and
clearing, and lights being abolished, and although
ships will be provided with pilots, as herctofore,
they will be exempt from all charges whatsoever.
The government wharfage is also abolished. The
following duties have been imposed to cover the
outlay, instead of 10 per cent., “ qd valorem,’ as
previously. I shall feel obliged by yowr making

this information known as publicly as possible.
H. W. Pireies, Agent to Lloyd’s.

New Scale of Duties :—
8. d.
Tea ......perlb. 0 2| Refid.Sug. percwt

oo wnm
owo

Coffee ..per cwt. 4 0] Beer, draugt. gal,
Rice ceceee 5 1 6] Do., bottled doz.
Raw Sugar,. », 2 0

HOME NEWS,

We understand that twenty-two sacks of very
fine wheat and barley by the ¢ Isabella Watson” are
consigned {o Messys. E. J. Wheeler & Co. of Win-
chester House, Old Broad--ive-t, on account of the
South Australian Agriculturai Society. This con-
signment includes three parcels of wheat, which
gained the first, second, and third prizes at the late
agricultural show; No. 1, weighing 673 1bs.—No. 2,
66 1lbs,, and No. 3, 65 lbs. per bushel ; also the
sample of barley, which gained the first prize, and
which weighed 57} 1bs. per bushel, Messsrs. Wheeler
and Co. will, we have no doubt, have much pleasure
in exhibiting these splendid specimens of South
Australian produce to any of our friends who may
be desirous of inspecting them.

Woor Sares.-——Thelcireular of Messrs. T. Southey
and Son, announces the conclusion of the third
series of colonial wool sales of the present stason on
the 24th ult. The quantity offered was very con-
siderable, including 608 bales, South Australian, and
prices were generally maintained. South Australian
are quoted for fair and good, flocks 1s. Gd. to s, 9d.;
ordinary do. 1s. 3d. to 1s6d.; lambs 1s. 3d. to 1s. 83d.

Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Racehorse,’ was spoken on
long. 856 E., bound for
We presume the new Governor

South Australia. v
Grey will proceed by

was on board, and that Capt.
her to New Zealand.

ApELAIDE RarLway Coxpany,— We can now
state, upon authority, that every arrangement 1s
made, and the prospectus of this Company will be
ready in a day or two, with the names of an influen-
tial directory and committce of management con-
uected with the colony. We congratulate the colo-
nists on this evidence, of the intention of the mother
conntry to apply its capital to the wants of the
colony. We belicve this step to be very important
to the welfare of the colony, and likely to repay the
Company for its investment.
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COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE,

We are in receipt of Adelaide Papers to the 10th
June. Trom the great body of interesting intelligence
contained in them, we have sclected the more im-
portant paragraphs,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA IN 18415,

The ‘Isabella Watson®’ is now fixed to sail for
London at the end of this week, and, in all proba-
bility, will have left the port hefore our next publica-
tion appears,

We think it therefore right, for the convenience
of those who wish to communicate to their triends
the state and prospects of their adopted home, to
call the most interesting facts in the ¢ Statistical
Returns,” just published at this office. Being
derived from the most authentic sources, the state-
ments may be relied on, as giving an accurate view
of' the present state of the colony.

I. The sales of Crown land.—These, in 1813, had
dwindled to 598 acres, which produced £613. i3s.
in 1814, 3428 acres were sold, which produced
£5666. 13s. During the peried from 1st March to ;
30th May, 1845, the guantity sold publicly by auction ;
has been 2016 acres, which have produced £43l4.i
19s.; besides which, a considerable quantity has'
been sold privately, after the public sales, i

2. The revenue, which in all previous yearvs had
been insuflicient for the public expenditure, became !
nearly equalised in 1844 ; and in the first qllarteri
of' 1845, the total receipts (all from colonial sources)
were £8766. 11s. 11d., and the expenditnre £6,648, i
7s., showing a surplus in one quarter of £2238.
4s. 114, f

3. Banking Establishments.—The circulation and
deposits of the banks were at their lowest depression,
in 1843, the circulation having heen £9939. 11s. id., -
and the deposits £51,867. 7s, 6d. The increase in |
1844 was comnsicderable, but it has become very!
marked in the first half-year of 1845. The circula- !
tion, according to last statements, is £15,304, 10s. 5d,
and  the deposits £63,170. 18s, 4d., making the !
increase hetween the two periods in circulation more
than 50 per cent., and in deposits, about 25 per ecnt.

4. Exports of colonial produce have inereased
from £5040. in 1638, to £82,268 in 1844. In the
first quarter of 1845, the exports of colonial pro-
duce amounted to £45,819. 6s. Gd.

5. Mines.—The progress of these may be esti-
mated from the fuct, that in 1844, the whole export
of copper and lead ore was valued at £6436. 10s,
while in the first quarfer of 1845, the estimated va-
lue of these minerals exported was £7424. 13s. 6d.

6. Cultivated Land.— In 1840, the number of
acres cultivated was 2403 ; in 1844, the number in
cultivation was 26,918, The following estimates
in refcrence to wheat cultivation, made by one of
our cornfactors, are particularly interesting at this
time :—

The quantity of land preducing wheat cropsg, during the last
three years, appear by the Government Iteturns to have
been—

Acres. Jushels.
1842—14,000 producing at 15 hushels to acre 2i0,000
1843—23,000 ‘e o, .. 345,000
1644—18,980 .o .. .. 284,709

Total seeee.839,700
The quantity required for home
consumption in the three years,
1843, 1844, and 1845, would be 420,000
Tor seed during the same period . 69,000

480,000

Total veacansess 359,000

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS.

The quantity exported, up to the end of
June, 1845 ..eeieiis cenascnasess.cee 203,343

Leaving a gross available overplus of bushels 156,357

The estimate of the produce, it will be perceived,
is very low, and allows for every kind of waste, the
cutting of green crops, fires, and all other casualtics,
The quantity stated as surplus, is, we believe, very
nearly correct.

The cultivation of wheat has rather fallen off in
consequence of the low prices obtained for it., The
highest prices for wheat, during the last two years,
have been from 2s. 9d. to 3s. per bushel, though the
quality is such as to have produced for it the
highest prices in Mark Lane, and in the neighbouring
colonies. A considerable increase has, however,
taken place in the cultivation of barley and oats ;
the former of which has been most extensively used
for brewing ale.

7. Manufactories and Works.—The number of
these in the provinee in 1844 was 56. Of flour-
niills alone, the number was 21, of which 8 were
driven by steam.

8. Immigration,— Po;ulation. — In 1844, 1114
persons arrived in the colony by sea, and 3147 left
it, making the balance of increase 973 souls. In the
first quarter of 1845, the immigration was 757, and
the emigration 140 ; making the balance of increase
617 persons. The population is now upwards of
20,000 souls, and has been lately inereasing at the
rate of nearly 8600 sounls per annum,

9. Convictions.—1In 1840, the nnmber of offenders
convicted was 47  In 1844 the number was 25.

10. Miscellaneous.—The number of schouls are
26, and scholars 719. Sunday-schools 19, number
of scholars 1159. Number of places of worship
35, number of attemdants 3,245. In 1844 the
Ietters despatched and received were 36,325, and
the newspapers 61,015, In 1843 the amount of
mortgages registered were £22,059. 1is. Gd., in
1844 the an ount was £20,038, 1s. 6d. In 1813 the
other liabilities registered were £27,053. 4s, 4d.,
in 1844 £22,133. 153, 4d. In 1842 the fiats of
insolvency were 37. in 1844, 10. In 1840 the writs
from the Sheriff’s Office were in number 154, in
1844, the number was 10,

The numbers of stock are not accurately known ;
but the estimate in 1844, from tolerably good data,
is as follows :—

Sheep eevvvs ceveennes 550,000

Cattle «o.viivs oovese 20,000
Jorses oo it iiiieeann. 2,000
Goats and Pigs ........ 12,000

From these few simple facts it will be readily
perceived, that the colony now enjoys a high degree
of prosperity,  For this, we may add, she is in-
debted, under Providence, to a fertile soil—to a
propitious climatc—to her mineral and other natural
treasurcs—and, ahove all, to the indomitable per-
severance and industry of her inhabitants, who,
unassisted by felon labour as in the other Australian
colonics, have literally put their own hands to the
plough, and, verily, have reaped their reward.—
South Aust. June 6.

STaTISTICS OF SoUTH AUSTRALIA.—We have becn
kindly favoured by Her Majesty’s Government with
a handsome pamphlet, containing a complete body of
statistics of" this colony, brought up to the close of
1844, There are no less than twenty-one returns,
several of them wpon subjets respecting which the
public have hitherto had no information.

These statistics reached us at such a late hour,
that we are unable, in our present publication, to
furnish our readers with even the shortest summary,
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We, however, promise them a lengthened notice in
our next, emhodying the most important and most
interesting facts—facts which, we are happy to say,
combine to present the most undoubted proof of the
advancing state of the province.

~ As a forctaste of the treat to be expected, we may
mention, that the fiats of insolvency have falleu from
37 in 1842, to 10 in 1844.
writs issued have dwindled down from 154 in 1840,
to 46 in 1844 ; and that in one year, (from 1843 to

1844,) debts secured by mortgage and other regis-

tered securities, were cleared off to the amount of
£6,864. 19s.—South Australian, April 8.

Our Invorts AND Exrports.—Below, we repub-
lish from Thursday’s Gazette, two very important
Custom-house Returns.

The first is an abstract of the imports and exports
of the province for-the first quarter of 1843, and
the sccond, an account in detail of the various
articles of colonial produce exported during that
(uarter.

The total imports consumed in the colony during
the quarter, have been £22,968. 9s. 5d., and the
total exports, the produce of the colony, £45,819.
6s. Gd., or double the amount of the imports,

Among these exports, the produce of the colony,
we observe, wheat, flour, and bran, valued at
£5,585. 9s.; grain at £1,081. 10s.; copper-ore at
£6,647. 5s. 6d.; lead-ore at 777. 8s. ; bark at £305.;
aud wool at 30,039, 15s.

It we except the article of wool, the whole of the
remainder may be lovked upon as articles of export,
of which, four years ago, scarcely any one in the
colony dreamed., Nay, two years ago, who would
have dreamed of our export of lead and copper-ore,
equalling in amount our export of wool 2 And yet
such an equalisation is rapidly approaching. In one
gnarter alone, the estimated value of the ore is
£7,424, 13s. 6d., and, for the next three quarters,
we have little doubt of its far exceeding the present
proportion, Besides, who can tell what other
hidden riches may not yet be discovered? For our
parts, we are nonc of the most sanguine tempera-
ment, but we should be blind to the most obvious
of facts, did we not observe in these unexpected
additions to our articles of colonial export, growing
indieations of our colonial produce.—S. 4. R. #tay 10

ImronTs For ApriL,18145.—1In the last ¢ Gazette,’
we find a return of all the goods imporied into the
colony for the gnarter ending the 5th of April, 1845,
with their estimated value. and the duties collected
thiereon.

I'rom this return, it appears, that the total imports
were £€27,911. 0s. 6d., and the total dutics of the
first class collected thercon, £1,279. 18s. 7d. Be-
youd this, however, there are the dutics levied on
wine, beer, spirits, tobacco, &c. delivered tor home
cousumption, amounting to £4382. 17s. Id., which
niuakes the grand total of duties collected £5,662.
15s. 8d.—S8. A, Register, June 7.

The ¢ Gazette’ of the 20th inst. contained returns
of the imports and exports of the province for the
year 1841; the totals being £119,648, 13s. 3d.. im-
ports, and £95,256. 13s. 6d. exports. The separate
anmount of imports retained for provincial use or con-
sumption was £166,660. 17s. 5d.; the amount of ex-
ports, exclusively the produce of the colony, £82,268.
13. 8d., which, uuder all the circumstances, appears
to us a sufficiently flattering approximation ; believ-
ing as we do, that a detailed description of the res-
pective imports would show that many of these were
of the reproductive or non consumable kinds; and
that the amount of consumable and unproductive
imports, if correctly stated, would be found wmuch
less than the amount in course of realization to the

That the number of

b
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colony for its legitimate exports. Reasonable cre-
dence in a state of things so sound and flouvishing,
is gratitying enough ; but we should have felt much
additional pleasure in being able to substantiate our
views by a reference to official details,—A4.0, Mar 1

Tue Revenue.—~We beg to direct the special
attention of our readers to the abstract of the
receipt and expenditure of the colonial government,
for the quarter ending 31st March last,

We are at a loss for words sufliciently expressive
to describe the extreme gratification which we feel
at the astonishing and triumphant position in which
this colony is now placed—a position for the attain-
ment of which she is indebted to the admirable
government of His Excecllency Governor Grey, and
to the persevering and iudustrious ecfforts of the
colonists themselves.

The change now is most gratitying. The revenue
last year was all but equal to the expenditure, and
in the first quarter of the present ycar now pub-
lished, the excess of revenue over expenditure is
no less than £2094, 15s. 6d. At the same time, the
abstract shows a very considerabie incrveasc over the
corresponding quarter of last year.—>. 4., April 18.

Tue LucstaTive Couxcin.—A further note of
preparation for the approacking mecting of the
legislative council has been sounded in the publica-
tion in the last Gazette, of a scries of abstracts of
bills then to be taken into consideration.

These bills are cight in number,—the weights and
measwwes anendment bill; a bill to regulate the
profession of the law in South Anstralia; the bank-
rapt and inselvent amendment bill ; a bill to assimi-
Jate the Iaw of this province to the law of England
in certain cases; the law of evidence bill; the
law of libel bill; and the governor’s salary bill.—
South Australian Register, May 10,

Coroxian Finance.~—The Gazette of Thursday
last, contains the abstract of receipts and expendi-
ture of our colonial government, for the quarter
ending March 31st, 1845. It is an official document
of which the excecutive and the colonists in general
may be justly proud, exhibiting, as it does, a clear
surplus of reveuue, amounting to £2.096. 16s. Gd.
for the quarter, being an increase of £1,489. 14s. 3:l,
upon the corresponding quarter of 1814. The ab-
stract is as lnminous as it is gratifying, and forms a
striking contrast to the financial statcments and
results for 16140. South Australia has thus become
not only a sclf-supporting colony, but a colony with
a surplus revenue that may fully justity a reduction
of taxes and imposis, under a government ujpon
whose disposition to remeve unnecessary restrictions
the colonists have learnt to rely. As to what these
reductions should be, there can scarcely be two
opinions ; the abolition of the port dues should be
the first boon, and a modified reduction, at least, of’
the auction duty the second; especially as affecting
sales of colonial productions.—Ad. Gb., 4pril 19.

PostAL INTELLIGENCE.—In the year ending 25th
March, 1844, 8,676 letters, and 16,219 newspapers
were sent through the general post ofiice, Adelaide,
to Great Britain, and only three letters arc un-
acknowledged. This speaks well for the punctuality
and cave of our postmaster-gencral.—d. G. April 12

IMMIGRATION.

We have had move arrivals this week—the ¢ Opos-
sum’ from Launceston, with 14 passengers ; the ¢ Ro-
sanna, from Western Australia, with 23 passengers:
and the brig ¢ Britomart,” from Singapore, with su-
gars, cigars, and miscellaneous merchandise.—~— ds
Obsercer, Murch 1,






