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Message from the Editor 
 
Dear Friends 
 
The Friends Committee is delighted that Sharyn O’Brien has been appointed as 
Friends Executive Officer.  As many of you will know Sharyn had been acting in this 
position until now.  We have all come to appreciate Sharyn’s wonderful work on our 
behalf and it is marvellous that she will be continuing in this role. 
 
This edition of the Newsletter is particularly busy which has meant that we have had 
to hold over until next month the second instalment of our report of Christine 
Fernon’s lecture on the Building of the National Library. 
 
We are delighted to announce below that the founders of the highly-regarded series 
of Lonely Planet travel guides, Tony and Maureen Wheeler, will be the subject of this 
year’s Friends’ Celebration.  You will also find in this issue of the Newsletter advice 
on how to access from home some of the Library’s invaluable electronic databases, 
an update on the Australian Newspapers database and details of revised parking 
arrangements at the Library over the next few months. 
 
Best wishes 
Gary Kent 
 
 
Tony & Maureen Wheeler: A Celebration 
 
Each year the Friends of the National Library honour the work of someone who has 
contributed significantly to the creation of books and book culture in Australia.  This 
year’s joint recipients are Tony and Maureen Wheeler, founders of the internationally 
successful Lonely Planet travel guidebooks.  
 
Tony and Maureen Wheeler have set the standard for independent travel guides 
helping adventurous globetrotters track down the best places to eat, sleep and play.  
There would be few Australian travellers without at least one Lonely Planet travel 
guide on their bookshelves.    
 
Lonely Planet Publications has grown to become the world’s largest independent 
guidebook publisher, with more than 500 titles in print, over 500 staff members and 
300 authors, and offices in London and Oakland, as well as the head office in 
Melbourne.  In 2007, seventy-five of their business was sold to BBC Worldwide, which 
pledged to uphold Lonely Plant’s commitment to independent travel, trustworthy 
advice and editorial independence. Tony and Maureen are still actively involved with  



 

 

Lonely Planet, but now have 
the time to travel more than 
ever and devote their spare 
time to charitable projects. 
 
Please join us to celebrate 
the contribution of Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler to 
publishing in Australia.  The 
event will begin with a key 
note speech to be delivered 
by Dr Tracey Dickson, 
Research Fellow at the 
Centre for Tourism Research, 
University of Canberra.  
David Kilby, former radio 
presenter with 666 ABC 
Canberra, will then lead Tony  

 
Tony and Maureen Wheeler  

and Maureen Wheeler in conversation about their life in publishing and travel.  
 
The Celebration will be held on Saturday 8 November at 2pm in the National Library’s 
Theatre. This event is sure to be very popular, so contact the Friends office on 02 
6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au to guarantee your place.  The event is free and an 
afternoon tea and book signing in the foyer will follow the lecture.  
 
 
‘Beloved’ Nation: Toni Morrison’s American Classic in 2008 
A Friends Book Club Special Event 
 
The unexpectedly powerful candidacy of Barack Obama in the current United 
States presidential election campaign means that, once again, the troublesome 
issue of race weighs heavily on the American mind: can the nation now take an 
even greater step towards summoning home its long abused African-American 
siblings?   
 

 

In this respect Toni Morrison’s brilliant novel 
Beloved, which mourns and honours the millions 
of “disremembered” Americans who lived and 
died under the shadow of slavery and racism, may 
now be even timelier than when it first appeared 
in 1983.  For Beloved is above all a book about the 
tragedy of a national community that for 
centuries disowned so many of its own. Its power 
and eloquence derive from its insistence that the 
ghost of the title must be laid to rest—but only, 
paradoxically, by resurrecting and reclaiming her.   
 
Please join us for a lecture and discussion on this 
modern American classic novel, Beloved by Toni 
Morrison.  Dr Rich Pascal, Visiting Fellow in the  

School of Humanities at the ANU, will speak about the book before participants 
break into small groups to discuss the themes further over a glass of wine.    



 

 

 
This event will be held 6-8pm on Monday 27 October in the Friends Lounge.  
Bookings and payment can be made by calling the Friends office on (02) 6262 1698 
or by emailing email friends@nla.gov.au. The entry fee for the evening is $10 
Friends, $15 non-members. 
 
 
Friends Spring Day Tour – seats still available 
 
At the time of this newsletter going to print, the first bus for the Spring Day Tour to 
Yass on Saturday 25 October is booked out and we currently have 23 people on our 
waiting list for a second bus. Although a second bus has been booked, it will not be 
financially viable to run unless we can secure a minimum of 34 passengers for it.   
 
If you are interested in joining this tour but haven't yet booked, or would like more 
information about the tour, please contact the Friends office as soon as possible on 
02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au to express your interest.  Payments will not be 
required until we have enough bookings to confirm that a second bus will be hired. 
 
 
E-Resources 
 
In previous editions of this newsletter I have referred to some of the marvellous 
resources made available by the Library through its E-Resources collection.  I forgot 
on each occasion, and have quite appropriately been gently reminded by several 
readers, to indicate that a number of these databases were not generally available 
except within the Library itself. 
 
It is with much pleasure then I note that the Library has now made available many of 
its subscription databases over the internet to anyone with a National Library 
reader’s card.  The list of resources is hugely impressive and includes American 
National Biography, AusLit, Book Review Digest, Encyclopaedia Britannica Online, 
Economist Historical Archive, Factiva (Australian and Overseas Newspapers), Grove 
Music On-line, and the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 
 
As mentioned previously, the collection includes some wonderful series of British 
periodicals, which are fully text searchable.  These include the Times Digital Archive, 
British Periodicals Online I and II, Eighteenth century Journals I and II, 19th Century 
British Library Newspapers and 17th-18th Century Burney Collection Newspapers.  
Genealogists will welcome the availability through E-Resources of the Origins 
Network, which features a large range of British family history records, and Burke’s 
Peerage and Gentry. 
 
It is easy to access these wonderful databases.  Simply visit the Library’s home page 
and click on the E-Resources link at top right.  Enter your user ID (located on the 
reverse of your NLA card) and family name and you are away.  If you do not have a 
Library card, you will find instructions on how to obtain one at 
http://www.nla.gov.au/getalibrarycard.  Anyone who resides in Australia may obtain 
a card and resultant internet access to E-Resources. 
 
 
 



 

 

Australian Newspapers 
 
In the last edition of this newsletter, we previewed the Library’s new Australian 
Newspapers Beta database.  New content is being added at a rapid rate and at the 
end of September 2008 there were 294,000 newspaper pages available for browsing or 
searching, or 2.888 million articles. Long runs of newspapers from Australia’s capital 
cities may be found on the site and, at the time of writing, the most recent addition 
appears to be the Argus newspaper (Melbourne) for the late 1920s/early 1930s.  The 
latter will be a boon for anyone with Victorian research interests. 
 
I was especially delighted that the site now includes a good run of the Hobart Courier 
for the middle of the nineteenth century.  Knowing that my convict ancestor, John 
Riches Kent, lived in Tasmania around this time I searched for his name, using several 
possible variants and, lo and behold, found several articles, including the following 
gem: 
 

PORTLAND BAY:  The Portland Gazette will in future be published at Belfast. 
This journal of the 16th ultimo gives the following history of a “bolter," John R 
Kent, from that colony. Having contracted debts in Portland and Belfast to a 
considerable amount, and having been proceeded against, and judgments 
obtained in the Small Debts Court, Port-land, he abandoned his house and 
station on Wednesday, 7th March instant, converting into cash, or carrying off; 
all his available effects before a seizure could be made. His destination is 
supposed to be the neighbouring territory of South Australia.  
 
This notorious swindler commenced his colonial career in the Hobart Town 
Penitentiary, and was afterwards employed as a constable in the Police in Van 
Diemen's Land. In Launceston, where he figured as an informer, he was usually 
known by the cognomen of “Byron’s Lap Dog," Byron being at the time Chief 
Con-stable, and Kent his lacquey. On leaving the police he opened a public-
house in Hobart Town, known as the Union Inn, and having tricked several 
creditors while conducting the house, he left that place and opened a butcher's 
shop in the interior of Van Diemen’s Land.  Here he contracted debts which he 
never liquidated, and a party happens to be now in Portland holding a bill for a 
considerable sum which he (swindler Kent) paid away, never to be honoured.  
 
From Van Diemen's Land he found his way to Melbourne, where he vended fish 
and fruit in a wheelbarrow. He stayed only long enough in this part of Port 
Phillip to contract as much debt as his credit would gain him, when he 
honoured Portland with his presence, in 1847, as a schoolmaster. Few knowing 
him, he obtained credit in this township without making payments, and 
contracted debts on his first arrival which he left unpaid on bolting. Having 
procured a Country Inn at Arrandoovong, by a little cash and several bills, he 
commenced publican once more, and terminated his career in that capacity by 
swindling every inhabitant in Portland and Belfast who would trust him. One of 
his creditors, Mr. Thomas Best of Portland, has lost £118 14s by him.  (The 
Courier (Hobart), 14 April 1849) 

 
This find illustrates the bonanza that is Australian Newspapers.  It is a site to which 
you will find yourself returning again and again as new content is continually added. 
Again, the Library must be congratulated on this magnificent endeavour, the full 
significance of which has yet to be fully appreciated. 



 

 

Parking at the National Library 
 
As you may have noticed, the forecourt of the National Library was fenced off for 
building works in early September.  This work is part of a redevelopment by the 
National Capital Authority (NCA) as part of the new Science and Humanities Campus 
Square, which will be located between the Library and Questacon.  Further 
information on this project is available on the NCA’s website at 
www.nationalcapital.gov.au. The full project is expected to be completed by mid 
2009, while the Library forecourt should be completed in early 2009.  This 
redevelopment has impacted slightly on parking at the Library, with the spaces 
alongside the forecourt currently unavailable for use.   
 
Another change impacting on parking at the Library is the arrival of Cirque du Soleil 
for their 2008 Canberra performances.  The asphalt car park opposite Questacon is 
currently closed as this area will be used as the site for the Cirque du Soleil tents, 
and it will remain closed until early December 2008.  During this time a temporary 
car park will operate on the Patrick White lawns, located between the Library and 
the lake. 
 
Cirque du Soleil performances will run from 23 October to 16 November, with 
performances at 8pm on Tuesdays, 4pm and 8pm on Wednesdays to Saturdays, and 
1pm and 5pm on Sundays.  There are no performances on Mondays.  The Library’s 
sealed car park will be available for use by Library patrons and Cirque du Soleil 
special guests during performance times.  Please identify yourself as a Library user if 
a security guard approaches you on entry. 
 
We recognise that these changes may result in some parking challenges for Library 
users and staff over the next two month.  Please keep this in mind when visiting the 
Library and allow yourself plenty of time to find a parking place.  You may need to go 
further afield to find parking during performance times, such as to the Questacon and 
Department of Treasury car parks which are located near by. 
 
 
SPECIAL OFFERS 
 
Rising Stars of Voice – Art Song Canberra  
 
Art Song Canberra presents Rising Stars of Voice, featuring Karen Fitz-Gibbon and 
Nina Birkel (sopranos), Ben Connor (baritone), and Paul Cambridge (bass-baritone), 
with Alan Hicks (piano) on Tuesday 21 October at 6 for 6.30pm at the Wesley Music 
Centre, National Circuit, Forrest. 
 
These four advanced students of the ANU School of Music, together with the Head of 
the School’s Voice Area, perform songs by Kurt Weill, Rodrigo, Chausson and Wolf as 
well as Keel’s Saltwater Ballads and other sea songs. 
 
This twilight concert will offer an opportunity for the working music lover to relax 
and unwind after a day’s work, enjoying a high-quality vocal recital preceded by 
complimentary wine and cheese at 6pm.  And there will still be plenty of time for 
dinner after the one-hour concert. 
 
 



 

 

Friends of the National Library are entitled to admission at the discounted price of 
$22.  This includes program and refreshments.  Tickets are available at the door 
ONLY.  For further information about the Season of Song 2008 please visit:   
www.artsongcanberra.org.  Enquiries: artsong@cyberone.com.au or phone Oliver 
Raymond on (02) 6295 9613 
 
 
 

Cirque du Soleil  
pre-show dinner 

at  
 

 
ex libris 

 
Tuesday to 

Saturday nights 
23 October-  

14 November 2009 
 

From 6pm 
 

 
Have you got tickets for the amazing  
Cirque du Soleil – Dralion? 
 

 

Park and enjoy bookplate’s great food and wine before 
the show.  Afterwards stroll across to the Grand 
Chapiteau for a dazzling night of entertainment. 
 
Special offer:  a complimentary glass of sparkling 
wine on presentation of your Friends card. 
 
Bookings essential:  (02) 6262 1154 or 
bookplate@nla.gov.au 
 

 
 



 

 

COMING EVENTS  
 
The full programme of events can be consulted in the ‘What’s On’ section of the 
National Library’s website at http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/events/ 
 
Friends Events 
 

Spring Day Tour: Yass – Hamilton 
Hume’s Resting Place 
Saturday 25 October 
8am – 5pm 
 

Join the Friends for a day tour to Yass, led by former Friends 
Chair, Terry Birtles. 
Cost: $75 Friends, $90 non-members  
Bookings: (02) 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au 
 

‘Beloved’ Nation: A Friends 
Book Club Special Event 
Monday 27 October 
6:00-8:00 pm  
Friends Lounge  

Read Beloved by Toni Morrison and join Dr Rich Pascal for a 
lecture and discussion of this popular novel.  Light 
refreshments provided. 
Cost: $10 Friends, $15 non-members 
Bookings: (02) 6262 1551 or friends@nla.gov.au  
 

Friends Book Club There will be no Friends Book club this month due to the 
lecture on Beloved by Toni Morrison 

Tony and Maureen Wheeler: A 
Celebration 
Saturday 8 November 
2.00 – 4.00pm 
Theatre & foyer 

This year the Friends are delighted to celebrate the life and 
work of Tony and Maureen Wheeler, creators and publishers of 
The Lonely Planet travel guides.  Refreshments will be served 
in the foyer after the event. 
Free entry but bookings are essential on (02) 6262 1551 or 
friends@nla.gov.au 
 

 
 
NLA Talks and Events 
 
 

Opening Chapter Display Talk 
Tuesday 14 October  
12:30 - 1:30 pm 
Theatre  
 

Join curator Martin Terry for an in-depth look at the Opening 
Chapter display.  
 
Free entry, bookings not required.   

Henry Parkes Oration  
Friday 17 October  
6:30 pm  
Theatre  
 
 

The 6th Annual Henry Parkes Oration will be presented by the 
Hon Linda Burney MP, on issues relating to social justice, and 
how Australian people can have greater involvement in our 
political system by understanding more about our country's 
political and constitutional history.  Presented by the Henry 
Parkes Foundation. 
 
Bookings: kcjcgray@bigpond.com or 02 9953 2807 
  

Home and Away - Writing 
About Place  
Friday & Saturday, 24-25 
October 
Theatre and Conference Room  
 

A stimulating colloquium held in honour of Bruce Bennett, 
Emeritus Professor at the University of New South Wales at 
ADFA.  Hear prominent writers discuss their identification with 
and depiction of place, region and community. The first day 
will be devoted to conversations among scholars and the 
second day to creative writers.  
 
Bookings and enquiries: http://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/ 
hass/conferences/home_and_away.html or call Sandra Mason 
on 02 6268 8894. 



 

 

Poetry Slam 2008 - Heat 1 
Friday 7 November 
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm  
Foyer 

Bear witness to the competitive art of performance poetry, as 
Canberra's local poets, hip-hop artists and other wordsmiths 
compete in the Australian Poetry Slam 2008! 
 
To register to perform contact events@nla.gov.au or (02) 6262 
1122.  Bookings: bookings@nla.gov.au or (02) 6262 1271  
 

 
 
NLA Exhibitions 
 

A Modern Vision: Charles 
Bayliss, Photographer 1850-
1897 
Until 26 October 2008 
Exhibition Gallery, free 
 
 
 

Charles Bayliss was probably Australia’s greatest nineteenth 
century photographer. This comprehensive exhibition 
examines his work in depth and places it in the context of late 
nineteenth century life and culture. It features the full range 
of his output – portraits, architectural photography, 
panoramas of Sydney and landscapes.  
 

Wild Places: photographs 
by Richard Green 
Until 16 November 2008 
Visitor Centre and 4th Floor 
 

Richard Green is a photographer with a passion for landscape 
photography and for helicopters. He and his wife spend weeks 
at a time using their helicopter to access and then photograph 
remarkable remote areas of Australia – often wild places never 
before photographed.  Green’s works are large colourful 
panoramic landscapes – usually over 2 metres in length.  
 

The Opening Chapter: 
National Library of 
Australia 
Until 16 November 2008 
Visitor Centre 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the opening of the 
National Library building.  The Opening Chapter looks at the 
physical attributes of the building, including the vision of 
architects Bunning and Madden, photographs of the interior by 
Max Dupain and the important contribution of renowned 
artists Tom Bass and Leonard French. 

  
 
 

 
 


