
May 2006

The Friends Winter Bookclub

Gothic Passion in Wuthering Heights

with Dr Rich Pascal

Do you like the idea of reading a book that a number of other Friends are reading then
getting together on a cold, blustery evening to discuss it?  Well, weÕre planning just
thatÉÉÉ..a Winter Bookclub in the Friends Lounge on Thursday, 22 June.  The book
is Wuthering Heights and Dr Rich Pascal, senior lecturer in English Literature at the
Australian National University is going to get us started.  Rich is an engaging speaker
with a great knowledge of the Gothic Novel and is more than happy to get us thinking a
little more deeply about this timeless classic.

Why I am I telling you now?  To give you time to read (or re-read) Wuthering Heights,
thatÕs why!  This is not a simple lecture, but rather an interactive discussion forum.
Therefore you should only come along if you truly have read the book recently!
Bookings will not open until Thursday, 1 June , but copies of Wuthering Heights will
be available in the Library Bookshop shortly (remember Friends receive a 15%
discount on all shop items).  The event will cost $10 for Friends and $15 for non-
members.  Light refreshments will be available on the evening.

Lawrence Olivier and Merle Oberon from the 1939 film adaptation
of Emily BronteÕs Wuthering Heights



Books. The bigger picture.

May is the month of the Sydney WritersÕ Festival, held this year from 22 to 28 May. International
speakers include 2005 Booker Prize winner, John Banville, Naomi Wolf, Alain de Botton and, via
satellite, Maya Angelou. Many, many Australian writers will be participating, too, including Alex Miller,
Robert Drewe, Kate Grenville, Les Murray, Peter Singer, Tim Flannery, and Gail Jones. The theme this
year is ÔBooks. The bigger pictureÕ, and it is sure to inspire many interesting discussions as writers and
publishers ponder what books mean in contemporary society.

If you are going to Sydney to enjoy the Festival, donÕt forget that Friends of the National Library enjoy
reciprocal benefits with the Powerhouse Museum (access to Members Lounge and concession
admission) and The Library Society Ð State Library of New South Wales (access to MemberÕs Room and
10% discount at the Library Shop).

Books, books, and yet more books

Winter is the season for curling up with a good book. When youÕve finished reading Wuthering Heights,
you might enjoy exploring some great Australian fiction. Why not try one or some of the titles nominated
for this yearÕs Miles Franklin Award? The books on this yearÕs Ôshort listÕ are:

¥ EverymanÕs Rules for Scientific Living, Carrie Tiffany (Picador)
¥ The Ballad of Desmond Kale, Roger McDonald (Vintage/Random House Australia)
¥ The Garden Book, Brian Castro (Giramondo Publishing Company)
¥ The Secret River, Kate Grenville (Text Publishing Company)
¥ The Wing of the Night, Brenda Walker (Viking/Penguin Group Australia).

The winner will be announced on Thursday 22 June.

Another book to add to your reading list is the winner of this yearÕs Pulitzer Prize for Literature, March, by
Australian author Geraldine Brooks. The book follows the absent father of Louisa May AlcottÕs classic,
Little Women, as he participates in the American Civil War. Described on the Pulitzer Prize website as
ÔRiveting and elegant as it is meticulously researched, March is an extraordinary novel woven out of the
lore of American historyÕ, it is as likely to intrigue those interested in American history as it is those who
grew up loving Little Women.

From the Friends Office

Friends of the NLA Executive Officer, Jillian Edwards, is currently on leave and is believed to be
travelling somewhere in Europe. While she is away, Hayley Pearson will be responding to all your
inquiries. Many of you will know Hayley already as she works on a part-time basis in the Friends Office.

Jillian will return to her desk early in June.

2006 Kenneth Myer Lecture

This yearÕs Kenneth Myer Lecture will be given by Justice Geoffrey Robertson QC, one of the worldÕs
leading human rights barristers. He has practiced human rights law in jurisdictions across five
continents, held numerous visiting professorships, and authored a number of books, as well as
presenting the ever-popular Hypotheticals series for both the ABC and BBC.

At the time of writing, arrangements for the Lecture were still being finalised. Look for details in the
Winter Program, available in early June, and book early. Seats will be limited.



Coming Events May 2006

The full program is available in the WhatÕs On section of the National LibraryÕs Web site at
http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/events/.

NLA exhibitions
CookÕs Sites
Until 18 June 2006
Exhibition Gallery

This thought-provoking exhibition goes beyond the
conventional study of Captain James CookÕs three historic
voyages of discovery in the Pacific, presenting an alternative
view of the people he encountered and the places he visited.
DonÕt miss the opportunity to view rarely seen items from the
National LibraryÕs collection, such as the Hawaiian tapa
collected during CookÕs third voyage; botanical specimens
collected in Botany Bay in 1770; and other original material
collected on CookÕs voyages. The exhibition also includes an
Indigenous perspective of Cook through works of art by
several Indigenous artists.

Open daily, 9 am Ð 5 pm
Sir Isaac Isaacs (1855-1948)
Until 11 August 2006
Manuscript Foyer, 2nd Floor

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Sir Isaac
Isaacs, the showcases outside the Manuscript Reading Room
on the 2nd floor are displaying items associated with his
illustrious career.

Monday Ð Friday, 9 am Ð 5 pm
Trainspotting: The Buckland
Collection on Display
Part II
Until 16 July 2006
4th Floor

To commemorate the sesquicentenary of the running of the
first trains in New South Wales and similar anniversaries in
other states, the National Library of Australia is presenting
Trainspotting, a display of photographs from its Buckland
collection, chosen by Mr Bob Parker.

Part II of Trainspotting features Victoria, South Australia and
the former Commonwealth Railways and will be on display
until 16 July 2006. Part I, which was on display until 22
January covered New South Wales, Queensland, Tasmania
and Western Australia.

Open daily, 9 am Ð 5 pm
Country & Landscape
Until 9 July
Visitor Centre

The colonial view of landscape has been recorded by artists
such as S.T. Gill, Conrad Martens, John Skinner Prout and
Joseph Lycett. At times, however, they also recorded the
Aboriginal concept of country. In this display, guest curator
Ken Taylor, Humanities Research Centre, The ANU, invites
you to reflect on whose landscape and whose country it is
that you see.

Open daily, 9 am Ð 5 pm
Australian on the Map 1606Ð2006
Visitor Centre

The National Library is participating in a national initiative to
commemorate the voyage of the Duyfken and celebrate 400
years of mapping Australia. A changing selection of items
from the National LibraryÕs Map Collection will be displayed
in the Visitor Centre throughout the year.

Open daily, 9 am Ð 5 pm



NLA talks and events
Reader Education Ð New User
Sessions
Ferguson Room

Learn how to find information in the National Library and
how to use the LibraryÕs website and collections. Tour the
Main Reading Room and Newspaper/Microform Reading
Room.

Tuesday 9 May, 5 Ð 6 pm
Free

Reader Education Ð Successful
Searching 2 Ð Advanced Search
Techniques
Ferguson Room

Covers advanced searching of the Library catalogue and
Libraries Australia, and demonstrates finding journal articles
using the LibraryÕs E-Resources service. Intended for those
who have completed Successful Searching 1, or are familiar
with basic research techniques.

Friday 19 May, 12.30 Ð 1.30 pm
Free

Reader Education Ð Google Searching
and More
Ferguson Room

Effective techniques to get the best out of your Internet
searches. Highlights advanced searching and the invisible
web.

Thursday 25 May, 10 Ð 11 am
Free

Behind-the-Scenes Tours
Meet in the Foyer

Enjoy a free, behind-the-scenes tour of AustraliaÕs largest
library. Meet Charlie the robotic book trolley, visit the
enormous Stacks where the books are stored, as well as the
LibraryÕs magnificent works of art. This tour is great for
school-aged children. It explores the non-public access
areas of the Library and shows the inner workings of the
largest library in the Southern Hemisphere.

Every Thursday at 12.30 pm
Weekends: Saturday 27 May, 1.30 pm
Free

FRIENDS EVENT
Where are all the books?
Hume Annex

A tour of the Hume Annex and a glimpse of the new
Repository. Own transport required.

Thursday 11 May, 11.30 am Ð 12:30 pm
By donation
Bookings essential: (02) 6262 1698

A Look at Cook
Exhibition Gallery

Martin Terry, Exhibitions Curator at the National Library,
presents a Ôwalk and talkÕ through the Cook's Sites
exhibition.

Wednesday 17 May, 12.30 pm
Free

Film
Theatre

Japanese Story (2003)
DVD, 106 mins
(Toni Collette)

Thursday 18 May
Two screenings: Parents and Bubs session at 10.30 am and
evening session at 6 pm
Free



NLA talks and events continued
Library and Information Week Ð The
Thrill of the Chase
Conference Room

Hear the Indiana Jones's of the library world Ð the National
LibraryÕs Special Collections Managers Ð speak about the
intrigue of adding material to Australia's biggest historical
and cultural archive.

Wednesday 24 May, 12.30 pm
Free

What is Libraries Australia?
Ferguson Room

How to find information for school projects, work, leisure and
research.

Wednesday 31 May, 12.30 pm
Free


