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Suggestions Sought for 2007 Events Program �
 
The Friends Committee are currently planning the events program for 2007 and would 
welcome any suggestions from members.  If you have an idea for an event for 2007, be 
it large or small, please email your suggestion to sobrien@nla.gov.au or write to: 
 
The Executive Officer 
Friends of the National Library  
c/- The National Library of Australia 
Parkes Place 
PARKES  ACT  2600�
 
 

Friends of the NLA Book Club 
 

 
The Friends Book Club is held on the last 
Tuesday of each month, from 7-8.30pm in 
the Friends Lounge.  The October meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, 31 October and the 
book for discussion will be Secret River by 
Kate Grenville  
 
All participants in the Book Club must either 
be members of the Friends of the NLA 
program, or be willing to become a member.  
At each meeting, a new coordinator will be selected from amongst the group for the 
following month’s meeting.  The only responsibility of the coordinator is to get the 
discussion started, and break the group up into smaller discussion groups as required.  
The coordinator for the October meeting will be Janet Tomi.  Tea/Coffee will be 
available in the Friends Lounge as usual, but you might also like to bring some snacks 
to share with the group. 
 
If you would like to participate in the October Friends Book Club, please RSVP to 
Sharyn in the Friends Office on (02) 6262 1551 or sobrien@nla.gov.au.  Numbers are 
limited to a maximum of 30 participants.  The National Library bookshop stocks copies 
of Secret River if you don’t already own it.   And don’t forget that Friends NLA receive a 
15% discount on purchases at the NLA bookshop. 
 

**********����

Special Offers for Friends 
 

The Pirates of Penzance 
 

Thanks to the Canberra Theatre, all Friends of the National Library of Australia may 
purchase tickets to Opera Australia’s production of The Pirates of Penzance at 

concession rates (Canberra performances only).    



 

 

Starring Anthony Warlow, David Hobson, John Bolton Wood and Suzanne Johnston, 
The Pirates of Penzance can be seen at The Canberra Theatre from Thursday, 9 

November until Saturday, 18 November.   
Performances start at 7.30pm, with matinees at 2pm on the Saturdays.  

Full-priced tickets: $95, Concessions (and Friends of the National Library): $85.   
 

ACT and NSW Friends: see enclosed flyer for further information. For reservations call 
Canberra Ticketing on 02 6275 2700 or book online at www.canberraticketing.com.au 

 

********** 
ISAA Conference 

 
The Independent Scholars Association of Australia Inc will hold their annual 

conference, Independent Voices, on Thursday 19 and Friday 20 October 2006 at the 
National Library of Australia. 

 
Speakers at the conference include Natasha Stott Despoja, John Dowd, Anne 

Deveson, Antony Jeffrey, Jill Greenwell, Dorothy McRae-McMahon, Mike Austin, Bill 
Rowlings, Clinton Fernandes, William Levantrosser, Marilyn Lake, Ian Keese, Ian 

McAuley, and Sasha Grishin.  The conference also includes the annual ISAA lecture  
which will be given by Andrew Wilkie, former senior analyst in the Office of National 
Assessments and critical commentator on Australia’s involvement in the war in Iraq. 

 
ISAA are offering all Friends of the NLA the chance to attend this conference at the 
ISAA members’ rate of $85 for both days or $55 for a single day (full price $95/$60).  
For further information visit the ISAA website at www.isaa.org.au, or contact them at 

PO Box 268, Canberra City ACT 2601, info@isaa.org.au or on 02 62550827. 
 

********** 
Coming Events  
October 2006 
 

The full programme of events can be consulted in the ‘What’s On’ section of the 
National Library’s website at http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/events/ 
 
 
Friends Events 

Spring at Springfield - 
Goulburn Day Trip 
 
Saturday 14 October 
8.00am-5.15pm 

BOOKED OUT  
 
A day trip to the Goulburn area visiting the historic property 
‘Springfield’, the Goulburn Brewery, places familiar to Miles 
Franklin, and Danganelly Station. 

Thomas Keneally:  
A Celebration 

Sunday, 22 October 
2pm, Theatre 

This year the Friends are delighted to celebrate the life and 
work of acclaimed writer, Thomas Keneally. The event will be 
followed by an afternoon tea and book signing in the foyer from 
3pm.  Entry is free but donations for the Friends Professional 
Development Grant will be collected at the door.   
Bookings essential: (02) 6262 1698 

 



 

 

 
 

Friends of the National 
Library Book Club  
 
Tuesday, 31 October 
7:00 - 8:30 pm  
Friends Lounge 

The Friends of the National Library Book Club meet on the last 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the Friends Lounge. The 
October meeting will discuss the book 'Secret River' by Kate 
Grenville. Bookings required on (02) 6262 1551 as places are 
limited.  

 
 
 
NLA exhibitions  

Facing Percy Grainger 
 
Until Sunday, 15 October, 
2006  
Exhibition Gallery  

 

Facing Percy Grainger explores the life, artistic world and musical 
achievements of a unique Australian. Forever associated, perhaps 
to his detriment, with the tuneful 'Country Gardens', Percy 
Grainger (1882-1961) was a celebrated pianist and composer, a 
pioneering folklore collector, musical inventor, social commentator 
and archivist.  
 

Melbourne ‘56 
 
Friday, 13 October 2006 - 
Sunday, 28 January 2007  
Visitor Centre 

1956 was the year nuclear tests, motels, drive-in cinemas and 
legalised poker machines came to Australia. If television, which 
was transmitted for the first time on 16 September, is the most 
enduring legacy of 1956, the XVI Olympics that were held in 
Melbourne from 22 November, was the most exciting. 

 
 
NLA talks and events 

Passion (1999) 

Thursday, 12 October  
6:00 pm  
Theatre 
Free 
 

A DVD presentation – 102 mins. 
Passion tells the story of Percy Grainger, musician and 
composer. 
 
R rated – Over 18s only. 

Independent Scholars 
Association of Australia 
Annual Conference  

Thursday and Friday, 19-20 
October  
9am-5pm, Conference Room   
Fees apply 
 

This conference will present papers in many different areas of 
scholarship. 
 
The program is available online at www.isaa.org.au.  For further 
information call 02 62550827 or (03) 9347 7839. 
 

Independent Scholars 
Annual Lecture -  
Andrew Wilkie 
 
Thursday 19 October 
6pm, Conference Room 
Free 

Formerly of the Office of National Assessments, Andrew Wilkie 
has continued to comment on national security and related 
matters.   
 
Bookings essential: (03) 9347 7839 or 
admin@independentscholars.asn.au 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Australia On The Map – 
Precedence of Contact 
 
Thursday, 26 October 26 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, Theatre  
Free 

Historians Bill Richardson and Miriam Estensen discuss the 
controversial topic of the European discovery of Australia. A 
lecture in association with the Australia on the Map Project. 
 
Bookings essential : (02) 6262 1271 

Small Bodies, Big Hearts 
– Why I Write Children’s 
Books,  with Morris 
Gleitzman 
 
Sunday, October 29, 2006 2:30 
pm - 4:00 pm  
Theatre  

 

The Freilich Foundation’s Tenth Annual Public Lecture on 
Bigotry and Tolerance 2006. 
 
Morris Gleitzman is an internationally acclaimed children's 
author. Among titles such as Two Weeks With The Queen, 
Bumface and Aristotle’s Nostril, there are three books in 
particular, Boy Overboard, Girl Underground and Once, which 
come face to face with questions of bigotry and tolerance. 
Come and hear Morris Gleitzman discuss the journey of writing 
these books.  
 
For further information please contact Renata Grossi at 
Freilich.Foundation@anu.edu.au or telephone (02) 6125 5527. 
 

 


