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Secret Stories from Remembered Gardens

As Floriade blooms around Canberra, the Friends of the
National Library join in the floral festivities with Secret
Stories from Remembered Gardens, a presentation by
Holly Kerr Forsyth about her recent book, Remembered
Gardens: eight women and their visions of an Australian
landscape.

Holly Kerr Forsyth is a writer well known through her
weekly garden column in The Weekend Australian.
Remembered Gardens is a lively discussion of Australian
gardening during 200 years of European settlement, and
focuses upon how women reconstructed the landscape
they found into their vision of an English arcadia. It brings
the lives of eight key public and private women in
Australia’s gardening history - including Elizabeth
Macarthur, Georgiana Molloy, Edna Walling and Kath Carr - into sharp focus against a
background of their passion for gardens, and describes the evolution of Australian
gardening from a style which stamped the land with a British footprint, to a more relaxed
blending of exotic species and native plants.

Holly Kerr Forsyth also looks at the garden as a repository of meaning. Was the garden
a site of bounded or gendered space, did it provide information on demographics? Was
it a site where women could gain or demonstrate some degree of power in their lives,
communities and marriages? Issues of women’s education and women'’s franchise are
among several themes developed within the description of women’s garden making.

Remembered Gardens is a book that will interest everyday gardeners — both men and
women — and students of horticulture and design, as well as those interested in the
different aspects of Australia’s history.

You can hear Holly discuss the work of these important figures in
Australian garden design on Sunday 8 October at 2pm in the
Theatre of the National Library of Australia. Copies of
Remembered Gardens will be available from the bookshop, and
the author will be available to sign books after the lecture.

Entry fee is $2 for Friends of the National Library, and $5 for non-
members. Bookings are recommended on (02) 6262 1698.
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Friends Day Trip to Goulburn

.l The second Friends day trip for the year will run on
Saturday, 14 October , and will give you the chance to
immerse yourself in the history of Goulburn. Lunch,

" morning and afternoon tea are all included in the price
¥ of $75 for Friends and $85 for guests.

! We have been inundated with bookings since providing
# advance notice of this trip in our August newsletter. If
you would like to join the group but haven't yet booked,
call Jessica at the Friends office on (02) 6262 1698.
But be quick! We only have about 15 seats left.
Payment is required by 5pm Friday, 6 October to

1 secure your seat. Numbers are strictly limited.

Itinerary:

8:00am: Coaches depart from National Library and will travel via Bungendore,
Tarago (location of “The Loaded Dog” Hotel), Lake Bathurst and
“Inveralochy” station. The new Woodlawn Bioreactor near Tarago uses
modern technology to dispose of waste railed from Sydney as fuel for
producing sufficient landfill gas to generate green electricity for a population
of 30,000 for more than 50 years. At Lake Bathurst, “Fonthill” station on
the right forms part of the Maple-Brown estate.

9:30am: Anticipated arrival at “Springfield”. Light morning tea (tea, coffee or juice
pack and cake or biscuits). Tours of garden and outbuildings (led by Pam
and Jim Maple-Brown respectively)

11:00am: Depart for the Goulburn Brewery, Braidwood Road.

11:20am: Tour and tasting at the very historic Goulburn Brewery on Bungonia Road
(host: Michael O’Halloran — 4821 6071). The tour (in two groups) will
include a barley maltings, a steam powered flourmill, a brewing hall (and
tower) a cooperage, a tobacco curing kiln, a mews of stables and workers
cottages (all designed in 1834 by Francis Greenway as an integrated
industrial complex for Jonas Thomas and William Bradley and completed
about 1839). Water quality from some 15 wells determined the site.

12:30am: Lunch next door at the Steam Mills Restaurant where menu will start with
damper and soup followed by a choice of:
Bushies Lunch (meats, salad, damper and cheese)
gourmet pie with salad
warm chicken salad
Please nominate your lunch choice when you pathfaday trip so that
orders may be placed before arrival
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1:40pm: Bus to Rocky Hill for view over Goulburn. Brief tour of places familiar to
girlhood of Miles Franklin.

2:15pm:  Brief comfort stop at Belmore Square and Conservatory gardens.
Opportunity for photographs of Goulburn Courthouse and Goulburn Railway
Station.

3:00pm: Arrival at the Towrang Stockade on the Wollondilly River at “Danganelly”
station (10 km from Goulburn). The Stockade served as the main penal
camp for the Great South Road construction from Sydney (1833-43) and
accommodated at least 250 felons under the charge of a regimental
detachment. A walking tour (after crossing over a fence by makeshift stile)
allows the opportunity to inspect relics such as the site of the stockade,
weir, powder magazine and graves (convicts, soldiers, a woman and a
child). Discovery of several Aboriginal artifacts identifies Towrang as a
camping site.

3:30pm:  The buses will transport everyone to Derrick VC Rest Area on the other side
of the Hume Highway (too dangerous to cross here) for afternoon tea and
inspection of the Towrang Bridge, convict built culverts and the old road
bed.

4:00pm: Depart for Canberra, with brief detour via Collector and the Bushranger
Hotel.

Thomas Keneally: A Celebration

Each year the Friends of the National Library
honour the work of someone who has contributed
significantly to the creation of books and book
culture in Australia. This year’s recipient is
Thomas Keneally, one of Australia’s most prolific
and best known writers. The Celebration will be
held in the National Library Theatre at 2pm on
Sunday 22 October (see enclosed invitation).

More details of this event will be included in the
October newsletter, but we recommend you
reserve your seats early as we expect this event
to book out quickly. For bookings, please contact
the Friends office on (02) 6262 1698.
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Science of Speed Dating
Is love an art, a science or just about very clever marketing?

For centuries humans have sought to understand the nature of love; why do we crave
it, where do we find it, is it really blind and, when love comes to town, how can we catch
that train?
Perfect Match or Perfect Marketing: The Science of
Speed-Dating is an interactive event for anyone interested
in human nature and the laws of attraction, and is a fun,
mind-blowing insight into the way we operate.

Lish Hogge, fast talking science nerd with a GSOH, will

undress the nature of lust, whisper softly about the

language of love, tease out the truth about the hormones

of desire, and flirt dangerously with the delicious science of
attraction. While we can’'t guarantee that you will meet Mr or Ms Right on the night, you
will definitely be entertained and enlightened by Lish’s explanations of love and human
behaviour. This event will provide a lesson in love and a few handy hints and ideas on
how to use science to help you find, and keep, love.

Perfect Match or Perfect Marketing will be held in the foyer of the National Library of
Australia at 6pm on Friday 22 September . Entertainment will be by Liz Frencham
playing sultry tunes on her perfectly proportioned double bass. Cost is $25, or $20 for
Friends of the National Library, which includes a complimentary glass of wine on arrival
and finger food. Drinks will be available from a cash bar. Bookings essential on (02)
6262 1698. Be quick - limited seating!

Kenneth Myer Lecture 2006 — now online

The annual Kenneth Myer lecture was delivered at the National Library by Geoffrey
Robertson QC on 16 August. For those of you who couldn’t make it in person, a
recording of this fascinating lecture, entitled Crimes Against Humanity - International
Affairs Post Iraq, is available on the National Library website at
http://www.nla.gov.au/friends/seminars/2006.html

Friends of the NLA Book Club

The Friends Book Club is held on the last
Tuesday of each month, from 7-8.30pm in
the Friends Lounge. The September
meeting will be held on Tuesday, 26
September and the book for discussion will
be Riders in the Chariot by Patrick White.

All participants in the Book Club must either
be members of the Friends of the NLA
program, or be willing to become a member.
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At each meeting, a new coordinator will be selected from amongst the group for the
following month’s meeting. The only responsibility of the coordinator is to get the
discussion started, and break the group up into smaller groups depending on the
numbers at each meeting. The coordinator for the September meeting will be Pat
Stone. Tea/Coffee will be available in the Friends Lounge as usual, but you might also
like to bring some snacks to share with the group.

If you would like to participate in the September Friends Book Club, please RSVP to
Sharyn in the Friends Office on (02) 6262 1551 or sobrien@nla.gov.au. Numbers are
limited to a maximum of 30 participants. The National Library bookshop does not stock
Riders in the Chariot but can order in a copy for you. If you plan to purchase this book,
the bookshop staff recommend you order early, as the book is likely to take two weeks
to arrive. And don't forget that Friends receive a 15% discount on purchases at the
NLA bookshop.

Advance notice: October Book Club
The October Book Club will be held on Tuesday, 31 October and the book for
discussion will be Secret River by Kate Grenville.
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Special Offers for Friends

Love and Desire Conference
The National Library will host Love and Desire: Literature and the Intimate, a two day
literary conference from 23-24 September 2006. Join David Malouf, Gail Jones, Brenda
Walker, Brian Castro and many others at this fascinating conference, exploring different
forms and expressions of love, friendship and intimacy, and how writing can encapsulate
desire. Nick Earls will be presenting the dinner address. Friends of the NLA are able to
attend this event at the special rate of just $50 for 1 day or $90 for both days. Bookings
essential (02) 6262 1271.

Cave of The Yellow Dog - 2-for-1 deal
Thanks to Hopscotch films, this month all Friends receive a 2-for-1 pass to the new
movie Cave of the Yellow Dog. These tickets are valid at Electric Shadows Cinema in
Canberra, plus selected cinemas in other capital cities, from 5-31 October 2006.

About the movie: Nansal (age 6), the oldest daughter of a Mongolian nomad family,
finds a small dog one day while out in the fields. When she brings him home, her father
is afraid that he could bring bad luck and demands that she immediately get rid of him.

Despite her father’s orders, she keeps the puppy and tries to hide him from her
sceptical father. When the family uproots to move to another camp, the father leaves
the puppy behind, tied up to a post. Only when the dog proves himself to the father by
protecting the family’s baby boy from a flock of threatening vultures does the father
accept him and welcome him into their family.

The Cave of the Yellow Dog tells the story of the age-old bond between man and dog, a
bond which experiences a new twist through the eternal cycle of reincarnation in
Mongolia.




Away — 20™ Anniversary Production
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of Away, Michael Gow directs a magical production
of his iconic Australian story. It's Christmas 1967, and following an end-of-year school
performance of A Midsummer Night's Dream, three families depart for their beach
holidays, but their apparent seasonal cheer masks deeper concerns. Immigrants Harry
and Vic love their adopted country, but are faced with their son Tom’s terminal illness.
Jim and Gwen fret over their daughter Meg’s blossoming independence and her
friendship with the socially unsuitable Tom. Roy is unable to console a grief stricken
Coral over the death of their only son in Vietnam. But with the help of some
Shakespearean fairies and a spectacular storm, these families are reconciled and face
the future anew. Since it's 1986 premiere, audiences have been enthralled by this
multi-award winning play about the coming of age of both a group of individuals and the
country they live in.

Thanks to the Canberra Theatre, all Friends of the National Library of Australia may buy
tickets to Away at concession rates. Away can be seen at The Playhouse from
Tuesday, 26 September until Saturday, 30 September. Performances start at 8pm,

with a matinee at 2pm on the Saturday. Full-priced tickets: $48, Concessions and
Friends of the National Library: $41 . (ACT and NSW Friends - see enclosed flyer for
further information.) There will also be a FREE pre-show forum in the foyer of the
Canberra Museum & Gallery at 7pm on Tuesday 26 September with Queensland
Theatre Company artistic director, writer & director of Away, Michael Gow.

For reservations call Canberra Ticketing on 02 6275 2700 or book online at
www.canberratheatre.org.au/
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The National Library at Floriade

This spring is world carnivale time in Canberra and the National Library of
Australia is joining the party.

Each year, Australia’s premier spring festival transforms Commonwealth Park into a
tapestry of colour. Over a million blooms create a stunning backdrop for a festival of
entertainment, world music, food and craft. This year, the National Library will be there,
offering a range of gorgeous gifts, cards and other items celebrating spring and
featuring the work of Australian artists including Olive Cotton, Ellis Rowan and Nora
Heysen.

Visit the National Library stand at Craftsman Corner, Floriade.
16 September — 15 October 2006, Commonwealth Park
Monday to Friday, 9 am — 5 pm

Saturday and Sunday, 8 am — 6 pm

The National Library will be offering a variety of special offers and discounts at the
stand, so check your email for updates or visit us at Floriade.



If you have a favourite second-hand bookshop you’d like to tell us about, drop us a line:
The Editor, Friends of the National Library Newsletter, c/- The National Library of
Australia, Parkes Place, PARKES ACT 2600

Coming Events September 2006

The full programme of events can be consulted in the ‘What's On’ section of the
National Library’s website at http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/events/

Friends Events

Perfect Match or Perfect
Marketing: The Science of
Speed Dating

Friday, 22 September
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Foyer

Does your favourite pizza topping attract a mate more than your
pheromones? Join Lish Hogge, science explainer and presenter
extraordinaire, on a fascinating journey into the world of what
really happens in those first few minutes after you meet.
Entertainment by Liz Frencham.

Wine on arrival and then cash bar

Foyer, $20 Friends, $25 non-members

Bookings Essential: (02) 6262 1698

Secret Stories from
Remembered Gardens

Sunday, 8 October
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Conference Room, Theatre

Holly Kerr Forsyth reveals the stories behind the eight
wonderful women featured in her book, Remembered Gardens.

Bookings recommended on (02) 6262 1698.
$2 Friends of the National Library, $5 non-members

NLA exhibitions

Facing Percy Grainger

Until Sunday, 15 October,
2006
Exhibition Gallery

Facing Percy Grainger explores the life, artistic world and musical
achievements of a unique Australian. Forever associated, perhaps
to his detriment, with the tuneful 'Country Gardens', Percy
Grainger (1882-1961) was a celebrated pianist and composer, a
pioneering folklore collector, musical inventor, social commentator
and archivist.

Child’s Play

Until Sunday, 8 October, 2006
Visitor Centre

Child’'s Play is drawn from a wide array of material in the Library’s
collection, suggesting just some of the changes and constants of
that 200-year journey from Indigenous and settler/convict
childhood through to today’s children. The exhibition is loosely
arranged under the themes of colonial life, schooling, bush and
city life, Indigenous experience, street play and entertainments.




NLA talks and events

ISAA Annual Lecture in
collaboration with Civil
Liberties

Thursday, 14 September, 2006
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Theatre

Sedition: defending or subverting freedom?

With David Marr (SMH journalist, ex-ABC Media Watch
presenter, author) and Professor Simon Bronitt (Director of the
ANU's National Europe Centre and Professor of the College of
Law, ANU)

Bookings and information: Kris Klugman 6288 6137 or email
secretary@claact.org.au

Concert - Lincolnshire Posy

Friday, 15 September, 2006
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Foyer

Room-music: Tit-bits and Beyond

Enjoy the wind music of Percy Grainger with the Band of the
Royal Military College, Duntroon, conducted by Major Geoff
Grey, CSM.

Tickets: $25 or $20 for Friends of the NLA/Concession
Wine on arrival

Bookings: (02) 6262 1271

Love and Desire: Literature
and the Intimate

Saturday, 23 September -
Sunday, 24 September
Theatre

Join David Malouf, Gail Jones, Brenda Walker, Brian Castro
and many others at this fascinating conference, exploring
different forms and expressions of love, friendship and intimacy,
and how writing can encapsulate desire. Nick Earls will be
presenting the dinner address.

$110 for both days of the conference ($90 for Friends)

$80 for the conference dinner

Concessions apply

Bookings essential (02) 6262 1271

Reader Education
Successful Searching 2 -
Advanced Search
Techniques

Tuesday, 26 September
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Ferguson Room

Learn advanced search techniques and discover the tools to
find “hidden treasures” in the National Library’s collections. This
session will cover advanced searching of the Library catalogue
and Libraries Australia, and demonstrate finding journal articles
using the online resources available in the Library’s E-
Resources service. Successful Searching 2 is intended for
people who have completed the Successful Searching —
Research Basics Session, or are familiar with basic research
techniques.

Little Fish (2005)

Thursday, 28 September
10.30am - Parents & bubs
session

6pm — Evening session
Theatre

Free

DVD, 110mins, MA +

Cate Blanchett plays Tracey who after four years of treading
water and redeeming herself in the eyes of her hard-working
single mother, she has set herself the humble goal of owning
her own business. But the unexpected return of her ex-
boyfriend Jonny, the criminal aspirations of her brother Ray and
the emotional draw of troubled family friend and ex footy star
Lionel Dawson (Hugo Weaving), creates friction for Tracey.




