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3f) Library week and on-going promotion of the sector

Peak Body involvement in Library and Information Week 2008 and beyond

Library and Information Week aims to raise the profile of libraries and information service professionals in Australia. In May every year, libraries and information services throughout Australia showcase their many and varied resources and services through different programs and events targeted to a cross-section of the community. The week provides the opportunity to introduce new services and highlight professional skills to the community, and to publicly canvas issues of importance to the provision of library and information services in Australia.

Library and Information Week provides the Australian community with the opportunity to:

· find out about the wide range of services which local public, state and national libraries offer; 

· recognise the vital role which libraries and information agencies play for research and education, including TAFE, University and school libraries; 

· recognise the contribution of specialist libraries for the work outcomes in corporations, government departments, hospitals and other institutions; 

· debate our information future and government approaches to it and to associated issues, such as equity of access to information; 

· emphasise the significance of libraries in the maintenance of our history and culture at community and national levels; 

· recognise the importance of library and information services as providers for people, who due to personal disadvantages, have no other alternatives for accessing and using information; 

· think about the role that libraries play in our local community, our work and our personal life. 

Australian Library Week - history

Australian Library Week was first celebrated in 1968 under the auspices of the Australian Library Promotion Council. The Council folded in the late 1980s. After an intermission of some years, ALIA assumed responsibility for Australian Library Week. In 2000, the name of the week was changed to Library and Information Week to reflect the broader coverage of the sector represented by the Library and Information Association. Today, Library and Information Week promotes all types of library and information services, the expertise and skills of the profession, and the key issues that need to be addressed to secure access to information.

LIW and Peak Bodies

Over the past few years many large library organisations are only conducting small LIW events – some do not celebrate the week at all. 

Recommendation : ALIA requests all Peak Bodies to commit to planning significant events and activities for Library and Information Week 2008 (19 – 25 May 2008) and to support the work of ALIA in undertaking promotion of the week, media liaison, producing and selling merchandise and gaining sponsorship for LIW.

To facilitate this, ALIA has recently written to all Peak Bodies to request a representative from each sector to form the ALIA LIW Advisory Group for 2008. ALIA will also be seeking the support and expertise of NLSA and CAUL representatives to further the outcomes of LIW2008.

This will :

· Demonstrate to the community the support for the promotional event

· Focus media attention to many different types of libraries and the events they are conducting during the week

· Encourage customers to reaffirm their love of libraries and the value and importance of libraries to the Australian community

It is our week each year to celebrate ! Plan to do so. Use the opportunity !

