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Library Administration

1) Library Organisational Structure (National Map)

A range of Library Councils, Associations and Foundations operate in Australia.
A full list is provided on the Australian Libraries Gateway at:
httt>://www .nla. gov.au/libraries/resource/org.html.

The Australian Libraries Gateway (ALG) is a free web-based directory service providing access to
current information about Australian libraries, their collections and services at
httt>://www.nla.gov.au/libraries/. The following breakdown of the number of libraries in Australia by
type was obtained from this source. Note that there are other Australian libraries not covered by the
following categories which may be accessed via ALG.

Public Libraries 1520

"Academic Libraries 677
(including T AFE and branch libraries for Australia's 38 universities)
"Special/Private Libraries 3,030
(Corporate/Business, Special, Health and Law libraries)
"Government Libraries (Government and Parliamentary) 652
(* actual numbers are slightly less, because there is some double counting when libraries identifjl in
more than one category)

2) New libraries built last year.

Data on new or refurbished libraries is not readily available. Several State libraries (South Australia,
Victoria, Queensland) are undertaking major building redevelopments, which span several years).

3) General trends of visitorship and membership

A number of Australian research libraries have reported in recent years that onsite visits are declining,
although visits to public libraries remains high. Use of library resources and services online is rising at
a rapid rate. In many cases library members can access subscription resources as well as free
resources from their homes, offices or other sites, without visiting the library in person. This is
particularly important for public and academic libraries. Visitor numbers to the National Library's
reading rooms have remained steady over the past few years although the number of users needing
assistance to use the online catalogue and help with reference enquiries has declined. A survey of users
showed that many users can now find the information they want themselves using the online resources
provided by the Library and do not need to seek help from Library staff. In addition the Library has
gained many new users who access the Library's services from the website and who do not visit the
Library in person. These users come from around Australia and they are using the digital content
created by the Library in its digitisation program and other digital services.
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4) New features introduced into libraries

The majority of libraries in Australia have internet access and the Australian library sector is
exploiting the online delivery of services that the Internet facilitates. Examples include (not all
libraries offer all services):

.Access to licensed resources from home

.Access to digitised collection materials c" ..Federated search services, which provide searching across the collections of a number of /

institutions
.Online loan renewals and reservations of items
.Online reference and chat reference
.Online exhibitions
.Online teaching resources, including teacher / student packages
.Virtual library tours
.RSS feeds of library news
.Online delivery of items requested through interlibrary loan systems or intracampus systems
.Online delivery of course materials
.Electronic reserve collections (academic libraries)
.Online forms (facilitating activities such as interlibrary loan, reserve collection administration)
.Online tutorials
.Subject guides
.Library newsletters online
.Digital theses repository and access (academic libraries)

The National Library of Australia is facilitating work towards national licensing of selected electronic
resources. In 2005 a national forum discussed progress on this issue, and a survey of libraries provided
some information about current subscriptions and preferred resource types. Further information is
available at h!.1n://www.nla.gov.au/nlp.lindex.html.

Collection Profile

1) Total volume of collections at the national level

Australia has a total collection of over 40 million items catalogued on to the Australian National
Bibliographic Database (ANBD).
Information about the ANBD is available on the web at:
htto:/ /www.nla. gov. au/kinetica/ databases. html#nbd

2) Unique Collections / Rare CoUections

Many of Australia's state, territory and national "treasures" are kept within formed collections within
the National Library of Australia and the eight Australian state and territory libraries. These
cornerstone collections are held by:

National Library of Australia
http://www.nla. gov. au/ collectl australiana.html
State Library ofNSW -Mitchell & Dixson Libraries
h!.1n:/ /www .sl.nsw. gov .au/collections/printed. cfm



Northern Territory Library and Information Services -Northern Territory Library
hno:/ /www.dcdsca.nt.lZov .au/dcdsca/intranet:nsf/PalZes/ntlntcollection
State Library of Queensland -John Oxley Library
hno://www .slg.g!d.gov .au/aboutlcoll/iol
State Library of South Australia -Mortlock Library of South Australiana
hno://www .slsa. sa. IZov.au/site/oalZe.cfm?area id= 15&nav id= 1661
State Library of Tasmania
hno://www .statelibrarv .taS.IZOV .au/Herita IZe/
State Library of Victoria -La Trobe Library
hno://www .slv. vic.lZov .au/collections/australiana/index.html
Library and Information Service of Western Australia -J.S. Battye Library ofWA History
hno://www.liswa. wa.lZov.au/battve.html
ACT Library & Information Services -ACT Heritage Library
hno:/ /www.librarv .act.lZov .au/acthi/actheritalZelib~ .html

A list of special collections held within Australian libraries but not yet catalogued is available on the
Australian Libraries Gateway at hno://www.nla.lZov.au/libraries/resource/alctf/ (this list has not been
updated for several years)

There are also significant formed collections in several university libraries, and unique materials in
many local history collections in public libraries. The State Library of New South Wales, for example,
has established a site linking to local history image collections within that state's public libraries at
hno:/ /www.sl.nsw. IZov. au/l ocalhistorv /imalZe collections. cfm)

Treasures From Australia's Great Libraries Exhibition

The National and state libraries have collaborated to develop a major exhibition to showcase the depth
and importance of their collections. Called Treasures From Australia's Great Libraries the exhibition
opened at the National Library in December 2005 and will tour to each state and territory until the end
of 2007. The National Library has coordinated the exhibition on behalf of the state and territory
libraries. Underpinning the exhibition is the desire to tell the story of Australia's great public libraries
and of their heritage collections. Another crucial element in this exhibition is the desire to demonstrate
the importance of contemporary collecting practice and to show the public that the national, state and
territory library collections are surprisingly diverse and rich with remarkable stories. The exhibition
also reflects the importance of collectors and donors in the history of libraries and in the associated
preservation of Australian history and culture. hno://nationaltreasures.nla.gov.au/

3) Bibliographies and Indexes Published

A large number of bibliographies and indexes are published in Australia across all subject disciplines.
Some are available via the Internet, either freely or on subscription, while others are available on CD-
ROM or in print form. A good indication of the range can be found by browsing the Australian
Indexes & Databases page on the National Library's web site at
hno:/ /www.nla.lZov.au/oathwavs/inls/austinls/browse/title.html.

In addition the Australian library sector also supports and promotes several subject gateways that list
and where possible, provide direct access to electronic content. More information about Australian
Subject gateways can be found at
h ://www.nla. ov.au/initiatives/s mdex.htmI

4) National Databases




