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Data of National Library of China

Collections

Chinese Books 5,748,956 (Volumes) .

Foreign Language Books 3,070,203 (Volumes)

Rare Books 270,000 (Volumes/Items)

Ancient Books 1,640,000 (Volumes)

Oracle Bones 35,000 (Items)

Area of Building

Main Building 140,000 sq. meters

Ancient Books Library 30,000 sq. meters

National Digital Library 80,000 sq. meters

Total 250,000 sq. meters

Statistical Summary

Total of New Collections Registered 314,575(Titles) 1,232,555(Volumes)

Total of New Collections Catalogued234,021(Titles) 62~,151 (Volumes)

Total of New Collections stored 224,471(Titles) 636,063 (Volumes)

Total of Collections Eliminated 143,296(Volumes)

Total of Resources Digitized,by NLC (As of the end of2005)

Text Over 100 million(Pages)
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Audio Over 430,000(Items)

Video Over 20,000(Hours)

Total of Collections 25,,049 , 236(Volumes/ltems)

Total of Visitors hip 4,586,564(Person-time)

On average of 12,635 every day

Total of Books and Periodicals Circulation 20,787, 163(Volumesffimes)

Total of Visitor ship to NLC Website 189,094,000(Person-time)

Total of New Reader's Card 195,300

.
Sen'ices

Clienm

1. Central Government

.The "NLC Database" has been formally est~blished and provides

services to the Central Government directly in 2005.

.During the annual plenary sessions of the National People's Congress

and the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, NLC

provides reference services for members when they draft bills.

.NLC provides' services to the national legislative bodies.

2. Research, Education and Production Institutions

.NLC provides priority and special services to academicians and

experts.

2



I '.I'! "'1'11

14th CDNLAO
National Library of China

, "
t ;.

.Cooperate with university and academic libraries in the areas of ,
(",

interlibrary loan, digital resource criteria and construction, library ;~,

network and staff training.

."Novelty Search Center"and"Enterprise Infonnation Service Center"

were fonnally established.

3. Public

NLC is open to the public 363 days a year, and provides various of

servIces.

Service Mode

1. Services In The Library

.NLC has 48 reading rooms for various kinds of readers. Among

them there are 40 reading rooms with open stacks.

Table 1 0 Statistics of open stack collections (Volumes/Items) : ,,;j;.I:,1:

Books Periodicals Newspapers Others
Totalinmainlibrary 1,516,781 715,488 283 141,106

Total in branch 173,008 5,328 130 0
Total 2,552,124

.NLC has special reading rooms for children and disabilities.

,
.2 self-study rooms and 7 copy stations are established to provide

considerate services for the readers.

2. Document Supply Service

Relying on the abundant collections of NLC, the Document Supply

Center provides various infonnation services to the public, departments

3



,"-""- it-

l4thCDNLAO
National Library of China

of the central governmen~ key research, educatiQnal and production

institutions. Such as document supply, subject research, interlibraty loan,

document express, and Internet transport.

Table 2 D Statistics of Document Supply

I .2004 2005 Incre~e
ProportIon

Docwnent Sppply 25,200 -36.37%

International Loan 52 77.7%

Interlibrary Loan 2,340 3,240 36.9%

Subject Research 96 114 18.80/0

3. Digital Information and Reference Services

NLC has established a digital portal web site depending on their rich

collections and digital resources on the Internet, so they can serve the

long-distance users. (http://www.nlc.gov.cn/portal/index.htm)

Different databases and infonnation services are customized for the

government and legislatures. NLC also provides real-time infonnation

and digital reference services. There are 1131 consulting cases in 2005.

4. Other Services

Table 3D Statistics of Other Services

Lectures Tcraining Visits Exhibitions
ourses

Number, 392102 184 193
Person-time 93;988 25,915 4,680 63,404

1) Exhibitions ofNLC treasures

I
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The NLC held various exhibitions irregularly.

Such as :

"Exhibition of Yongle Da dian( the Great Encyclopedia of Yongle

Reign) Restoration"

"Exhibition of Rare Books Restoration in NLC"

"Achievement of Republishing Rare Books after 1949"

"Precious Calligraphy Collections in NLC" ,
I

2) Lectures

The NLC held 199 lectures in 20040 and 66,000 audiences

attended. In 2005, 392 lectures were held and the number of

listeners comes to 93,988. Compared with 2004, there is a big

increase of the number. The series of lectures are of good

reputation in China now.

3) Wenjin Book Award (http://wenjin.nlc.gov.cn)

.The Wenjin Book Award is a nonprofit cultural activity,

which is established and conducted by the National

Library of China.

.Purpo se

..0.. Lead a proper trend of culture consumption.

..0.. Cultivate the public a love of reading.

..0.. Set up a communicating platform for the scholars,

readers, presses and the national library.
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