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COUNTRY REPORT -JAPAN

(For CDNLAO Meeting on 26 March 2006)

The Year 2005: General Overview

.J!j:.';dki'~lr;"
The National Diet Library in FY2005 ~

The NDL has been continuing its efforts to providing better service through its three facilities,

that is, the Tokyo Main Library, the Kansai-kan and the International Library of Children's

Literature. The NDL has continued working to make progress in the following four priority areas

defined in "NDL Vision 2004" which is the mid-and-long-term basic policies of the NDL: 1)

Enhancement of legislative support function; 2) Creation of digital archives; 3) Improvement of

access to information resources; and 4) Promotion of cooperation.

In 2004 the NDL also introduced an evaluation system to inform the people of its performance. In
'" the framework of this evaluation system, the NDL sets up specific objectives and standards every

t fiscal year to fulfill the NDL Vision 2004 and publishes the results of the evaluation in the

following fiscal year. Year 2005 was the first year that the NDL published the evaluation reports.

(see b!tn://www .ndl.l!o.~jn/en/aboutus/ndl- vision.html)

The NDL continues to make efforts to implement the plan depicted in the report submitted to the

Librarian of the NDL by the Legal Deposit System Council in December 2004, which

recommends that the NDL should collect and preserve Internet information outside of the

framework of the L~gal Deposit System. The NDL set up an internal committee to discuss issues

related to the matter and promote the necessary legislation. The committee summed up the "Basic

policy for institutionalization of acquisition and provision of content on the Internet" in April and

asked for public comments on the policy. Taking into account the result of the public comments,

the NDL revised the basic policy to limit the domain of the contents to be acquired.

The NDL has also continued to work on its digitization project. The Digital Library from the

Meiji Era was opened to the public in October 2002 featuring about 33,000 volumes. Now

digitization and copyright clearance of almost all the NDL's books published in the Meiji Era

(1868-1912), excluding children's books and books in Western languages, has been finished.

Copyright clearance includes research of the expiration date of the copyright, receiving

permission from the copyright holders, and in other cases obtaining compulsory copyright release

from the Commissioner for Cultural Affairs. As a result of the addition in April 2006, the content

will cover 90,000 titles, 130,000 volumes and 14,890,000 images. At the time of the addition, we
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will change image the format to JPEG and JPEG2OOO to enable print and download in PDF

format. We will make system improvements such as introduction ofOAI-PMH (Open Archives

Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting) to distribute metadata, which enables the data of the r~.:l

Library to be included in the NDL Digital Archive Portal.

Important progress was also made during FY2005 to add a significant collection to the NDL

holding: the NDL signed a memorandum of understanding with the University of Maryland (UM)

of the United States on the project of reformatting the books of the Prange Collection. The Prange

Collection is held by the UM Library and covers the publications issued in Japan during the

immediate post-World War II years (1945-1949) under the Allied Powers' occupation. When

completed, this project will fill a big gap of the NDL collection as a historical addition.

As the IFLNP AC Regional Centre for Asia, the NDL continues to work together with the other

two Centres in the Asia and Oceania region, National Library of Australia and National Library of

China, to promote awareness of the importance of cooperative activities in preservation. To

provide catalysis for further advance in cooperative activities, the NDL held on December 6,

; 2005, an Open seminar on the documentary heritage damaged by the Indian Ocean Tsunami, to

which the NDL invited directors of the National Library of Indonesia, Mr. Dady P. Rachmananta,

and the National Library of Sri Lanka, Mr. Upali Amarasiri, as guest speakers. Mr. Rachmananta

and Mr. Amarasiri delivered reports on the actual situation of the affected countries. The seminar

attracted a wide audience and successfully raised the awareness of the Japanese public and

librarians on disaster prevention. On the day after the seminar, the NDL hosted a meeting of the

Directors of the IFLA/P AC Regional Centres in Asia and others, attended by the IFLNP AC

Programme Director, Ms. Marie-Therese Varlamoff, and other IFLNPAC Regional Centre

officers from the National Library of Australia and the National Library of China, and a

preservation officer from the National Library of Korea.

Library Administration! Of2anization

In Japan the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology is responsible for

library administration. Though the NDL belongs to the legislative branch and has no power to

.administrate libraries in Japan, it has a responsibility to assist them by every appropriate means.

(I) Library Organizational Structure (National Map) (as of2005)

(i.e.) Number of

.Library Councils! AssociationsIFoundations

!.1\ssociations 1 16\
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Councils 16

Learned societies 14

Study groups, etc. 19

.Public Libraries 2,953

.Academic Libraries J,664

.Special/Private Libraries 975 (as of2003)

.Government Libraries 159 (as of2003)

References: Statistics on Lloraries in Japan 2005

Directory of Special Libraries, Japan 2003

(2) New Libraries that are being built (av. Annually, how many last FY)
New libraries built in 2004: .

Public Libraries 128

Academic Libraries 21

Reference: Statistics on Libraries in Japan 2005

Collection Profile

.'

.Total volume of collection at the national level (as of200S)

Public Libraries 344,856,000

Academic Librari~ 292,818,000

Special/Private Libraries Approximately 26,101,000 (as of 2003)

Government Libraries Approximately 11,306,000 (as of 2003)

, National Diet Library 8,369,233 (as of March 2004, books

only)

References: Statistics on Libraries in Japan 2005

Directory of Special Libraries, Japan, 2003

Annual Report of the National Diet Library (FY2004)

.Unique Collecrions/Rare Collections (describe)

Major collections of the National Diet Library:

Modern Japanese Political History Documents

Collections of private papers which trace Japanese modem political history in and after

the latter half of the 19th century. The 300,000 items comprise mainly diaries,

letters, drafts and memorandums once owned by eminent statesmen, diplomats,
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military men, government officials and businessmen who were involved in modern

Japananese politics.

.Materials on the Allied Occupation of Japan

A microform collection of documents concerning the Allied Occupation of Japan in the

post WW 0 period. The main part of the collection comprises documents of

.GHQ/SCAP (General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers)

currently owned by the U.S. National Archives & Records Administration.

Laws and Parliamentary Records

The greatest collection of laws and parliamentary materials in Japan, comprising

180,000 Japanese and 200,000 foreign books, 380,000 volumes in total, and 620,000

items in microform. They include minutes and other parliamentary documents of about

70 countries and areas, and official gazettes, statutes, court reports and treaties of about

150 countries.

Map Collection

Approximately 490,000 domestic and foreign maps. A collection of official maps of

Japan since the Meiji Era, such as topographic maps, geological maps and hydrographic

charts, and topographic and other kinds of maps of foreign countries.

Musical Materials

Approximately 520,000 copies of phonographic records and CDs issued in Japan are

held by the Library.

Foreign Books on Japan

Since the era of the Imperial Library, the predecessor of the NDL, books on Japan

written in foreign languages have been given high priority in the acquisition policy..

Science and Technology Materials

The collection includes technical reports, doctoral dissertations of foreign countries,

papers of academic associations, proceedings in western languages, national and

international standards, and patents of foreign countries.

Rare Books and Old Materials

The NDL holds about 300,000 volumes of rare books, semi-rare books, Japanese old

books up to the Edo Period, Chinese old books up to the Ch'ing Dynasty, Dutch books,
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