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Introduction

"""it.." "
Libraries playa crucial role in our society and a National Library more so. Firstly, ';.;",J.f"r",

I would like to give a brief history of the library.

The National Library of the Republic of Maldives was founded in 1945 as the

"State Library" of the Maldives by Ameer Mohamed Amin Didi, then the head of

the Department of Education. The Library was renamed "Majeedi Library" in

1948 after one of the most popular statesmen of the Maldives, Ameer Abdul

Majeed Didi.

In the climate of development and modernization that has prevailed since 1978

the t\brary was named "The Nat\onat L\brary" by H. E. Pres\dent Maumoon Abdut

Gayoom on the 1 st June 1982.

The National Library is headed by an Assistant Executive Director and financed

by the government and functions under the M\nistry of tnformat\on, Arts and

Culture.

After the re-opening of the National Library in the year 2000, the library provides

Pubt\c Library SeNice cum Nat\onal L\brary SeN\ce. Pubt\c L\brary aims to

provide information, recreation and support research as well as equal opportunity

for the education and providing books for all. National Library aims to acquire and

preseNe pubt\cat\ons concern\ng the country and mainta\n nat\onat literature.
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The Year 2005: General overview

The year 2005 has been one of the most progressive years for the National

Library of the Maldives. With the establishment of the legal deposit law and the

children's Multimedia library the NLB envisions a fruitful future paving path for the

next information era.

Apart from the huge successes anticipated by the National Library of the

Maldives there js a need to highlight on the massive loss Maldives faced with the

December 2004 tsunami. Book aids were granted to various libraries across the

Maldives with the collaborative effort of the National Library of the Maldives,

Maldives library Association & the Centre for linguistic & Historical Research.

The following are other key events which were organized by the National Library

of the Maldives in the year 2005.

.Story writing competition to mark children's day (10th May)

The Library Day was marked with the following events:

.New booKs granted by the American Embassy to the children's section

.Certificates awarded to notable staff on the occasion

.Prize awarding ceremony for the participants of story writing competition

of children's day

.Certificates awarded to participants of library service training

.Certificates awarded to staff who had served the National Library for more

than 10 years

.Events at Care Society to highlight mobile library services

.Launching of the National Library website

.Launching the National Library catalogue for online use
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Library Administration & Organization

The National Library of Maldives is divided into 2 major sections, the

administrative section and the library section. In the administrative section we

have the budget and the administration. In the library section the following units

can be found. Technical unit, IT unit, Training unit, Customer care unit,

Publication unit, Research unit and the National Collection

The administrative sectio., helps the library section in all its endeavors.

The libraries in Male are at various stages of development. There is an urgent

need to carry out a nationwide survey to see the status of various libraries across

atolls and islands.

Special libraries

Of the special libraries in Male' the following can be highlighted.

College Library

The Maldives College of Higher Education library aims to give equal access to all

its users. It is divided into different branches. It has the central library ,

Engineering library, Business Library, health sciences library and Maritime

studies library. This library has a collection of 54,290 books. Users have free

internet access.

Law Library

The law library in Male' is a library providing specialized services to people in the

field of law. In addition, the public is given access to the collections. Members

can borrow books for a period of 2 weeks. It has 1219 English books, 330 Arabic

books and 60 Ohivehi books. In total there are 1755 books. In addition it also has

leaflets and newspapers.
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IGMH Medical Library

This library serves the medical community. Staff of this hospital has access to a

collection with 2383 English books, 90 Ohivehi books. In addition there are

newspapers, magazines and internet access for staff.

Children's Multimedia Library

On 1 st December 2005, the Children's Multimedia library opened its doors to

children under the age of 12 years providing opportunities for reading and

entertainment. The opening day was hailed as a great achievement for the

National Library.

Previously the National Library had a designated area for children, which was

limited in space and not a conducive environment for children. A fully equipped

children's library was a much-recognized need.

The new children's library comes with adequate facilities, to name a few

.A kiddy corner for children under the age of 3, which has educational,

games and toys.

.A Mini-theatre where children can watch movies on designated days.

.Computers for using multimedia and browsing the Internet.

.An outdoor playground where ch\ldren can have fun.

.Parent corner where parents can relax with a magazine while the children

are using the library.

.Last but not the least, books, wh\ch are d\vided into different age

categories in both English and the native language Dhivehi.

School libraries

There are 16 school libraries in Male' the capital of Maldives. These libraries are

at various stages of development. There are 63 school libraries in the islands.
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