1. Title of collection:

[French]  18th Century French Drama Collections

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Of the considerable number of French plays published between 1701 and 1840, the National Library possesses a large number in contemporary editions.  Many of these were purchased from the firm of Martinus Nijhoff of the Hague in 1963, and formerly belonged to a collection made by Amedee Marandet, compiler of the definitive description Manuscrits inedits de la famille Favant, de Fuzelier, de pannard et de divers auteurs du XVIII siecle (in Bibliotheque de la ville de Paris, (1922)).  Authors represented include Voltaire, Theaulon de Lambert, Picard, La Harpe, F.B. Hoffman, Favart, Ancelot and Anseaume.  Others came from country house libraries.

A further collection of French plays from 1899-1914 is held.

Plays of the period mostly the safe and respectable theatre of the pre-War years about to pass from the scene forever.  Comedies of manners, historical romances, sentimental studies of love, essays in psychological realism and the so-called theatre of ideas for educated middle class tastes.  Dramatists represented include Henry Bataille, Tristan Bernard, Eugene Brieux, Alfred Capus, Maurice Donnay, Victorien Sardou, Fleurs and Caillavet, Francis de Croisset, Henry Bernstein, Henri Lavendan, George Courteline, Francois du Curel and Georges Feydeau.  Photographs of scenes and artists are printed with many of the plays.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Research material of the period.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

French

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

1550

6.   Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Monographs

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

1701-1840 and 1899-1914

8.   Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

The 18th century works have brief records on ABN; the later plays are unrecorded.

9.   Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Online.  Later plays N/A

10.   Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

Basic AACR.  Later plays N/A

11.   If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Negligible hit rate.  Requires original cataloguing

12.   If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Yes.
13.   Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

