1. Title of collection:

[Music]  Music scores

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

The National Library holds a large number of music scores encompassing a variety of music, from classical to popular.  The Library's collection of printed music is particularly strong in Australian music, with an outstanding collection of nineteenth century materials.  A number of significant formed collections add to the variety and richness of the collection.  The overseas printed music collection is strongest in Western classical music, nineteenth century French operatic piano-vocal scores, operettas, musical comedies and twentieth century popular sheet music including jazz and dance band arrangements, silent movie music and light orchestral arrangements.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Extremely valuable resource for musicologists, historians and others.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English, French, German and other.

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

166,000.  48,000 uncatalogued

6.   Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Printed music (scores)

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

19th and early to mid 20th century

8.   Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

No records

9.   Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

N/A

10.   Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

N/A

11.   If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Estimated at 5%.

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Yes

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

Control of these collections would assist music school and conservatoria libraries as well as researchers.

