1. Title of collection:

[French]  Mauritius Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

The Library's principal resource on Mauritius is a privately formed collection of approximately 4 500 pieces acquired in 1968 through E.M. Lawson & Co. of England.  The collection was formed by a Mauritian bibliophile, Andre de Chapuiset le Merle.  The items of the collection are in French or English, with a few in Dutch.  Imprints range from 1702 to the 1960s.  In addition there are six seventeenth century voyages.

The subject of the collection is Mauritius, its history including a number of voyages "aux longs cours" which touched there; biographies; government reports and statistical publications; scientific works, including government publications on climate, geography, forests, flora, agriculture, hygiene, medicine, zoology and fauna; literature and periodicals.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Unique material in Australia and possibly in the world.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

French.  Some English and other languages.

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

4,500

6.   Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Monographs and a large number of pamphlets

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

1702-1960s

8.   Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

A few items are catalogued.  Most have only manual records

9.   Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

On carbon copies of order slips.

10.   Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

None.

11.   If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Possibly 25%
12.   If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Yes, subject to preservation considerations.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

This material is urgently in need of preservation attention.  If not treated much of the material will become unusable over the next few years.

