1. Title of collection:

French microform materials

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Several extensive microform collections of French materials are held.  These include 
French books before 1601
A collection on microfilm of books written in all fields in French and published in France and abroad before 1601.  There is no access to individual titles within this collection on the National Bibliographic Database, and the collection is not covered by the European Microforms project.

French books 1601-1700
A collection on microfilm of books written in all fields in French and published in France and abroad between the years 1601and 1700.  It also includes books written in any language but published in what today would be metropolitan France.  There is no access to individual titles within this collection on the National Bibliographic Database, and the material is not included in the European Microforms project.

French political pamphlets 1547-1648 & French political pamphlets 1560-1653
A microform collection of contemporary pamphlets on political matters, this collection slightly overlaps with the Mazarinades.  No individual titles listed on the National Bibliographic Database.  This collection is not covered in the European Microforms project.

Mazarinades
A collection of approximately 4,000 items written during the mid-17th century and relating to the unrest and civil revolt known as La Fronde during the minority of Louis XIV.  Is not included in the European Microforms Project.

Periodiques clandestins 1939-1945
Microfilm copies of periodicals published by underground and resistance groups in France during World War II held by the Bibliotheque nationale.  Not individually catalogued, and not included in the European Microforms project.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Research material which is not held elsewhere in Australia.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

French.

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

15,000

6.   Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Microform (microfilm and microfiche)

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

1475-1700 for all except the Periodiques clandestins which date from 1939-1945.

8.   Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Uncatalogued.  Each series has a single catalogue entry, but this is quite inadequate to give access to the thousands of titles held.  A small % of the French Books before 1601 collection have cataloguing records.

9.   Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

N/A

10.   Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

N/A

11.   If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Very low hit rate (2-3%)

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Yes

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

Access to microform resources is a major problem in Australian research and academic libraries

