Details of your library:

Name and address of Library:

State Library of New South Wales
Macquarie Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Type of online catalogue used by your library:

Innopac

Contact details of person completing this form:

Cheryl Grant, Senior Librarian, Cataloguing & Indexing Projects
email:  cgrant@slnsw.gov.au        ph: (02) 9273 1564

Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Map Collections 

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Comprises the Mitchell Library, Dixson Library and former General Reference Library map collections.  The overall strength is the coverage of Australia and the Pacific.  Some of the recognised notable collection strengths are:- the Mitchell Library and Dixson Library pre 1800 original and rare printed maps documenting European discovery and exploration of Australia; original and printed maps recording settlement and development and the subdivision of land in Sydney and New South Wales in the early to mid 19th century.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

An outstanding collection of national and international significance and an integral part of the Australian Research Collections.  This important resource includes maps in a range of formats and types; geographic coverage is worldwide with current primary emphasis on maps of NSW, Australia, New Zealand, the South Pacific and Antarctica.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

c.170,000 items

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Published individual and series sheet maps, original manuscript maps, town, parish and county maps, charts and subdivision plans.

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

The core of the Mitchell Library map collection is the collection bequeathed by David Scott Mitchell in 1907.  The Dixson Library map collection was accumulated by Sir William Dixson and bequeathed in 1952.   Maps in the State Library’s map collections date from 1511 to the present.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Full records, but some collections have a collection record only, eg. the subdivision plan collection of c.40,000 items is not indexed at item level.  A proportion of computer catalogue records are at interim level.
9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Mitchell Library:  Map Card Catalogue 1954 to 1991; computer catalogue/ABN 1991 to present; manuscript leaf catalogues and PICMAN for entries for maps received with manuscript collections.

Dixson Library:  card catalogues.

10.  Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

AACR2: cartographic materials

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Access is onsite only, a reader’s ticket is required.  As part of the core collection, some items might be considered for inclusion in digitisation projects.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

