Details of your library:

Name and address of Library:

State Library of NSW

Macquarie Street
Sydney  NSW   2000

Type of online catalogue used by your library:

Innopac

Contact details of person completing this form:

Cheryl Grant, Senior Librarian, Cataloguing & Indexing Projects
email:  cgrant@slnsw.gov.au   ph: (02) 9273 1564

Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Mitchell Printed Book Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Core collection of printed book material in the Australian Research Collections.  Strengths are Australian history, culture and literature, including Aboriginal studies; the discovery, exploration, and settlement of the Pacific region, Antarctic exploration.  

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Collection of national and international significance and is the core heritage collection in the State Library, built from the bequest of David Scott Mitchell.

Significant holdings of Australia’s earliest printed works.  Complements the Manuscripts, Pictures and Maps collections to form the basis of the Australian Research Collections.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

456,700 volumes

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Monographs, pamphlets, serials, microforms

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

Nineteenth- and twentieth century, with many earlier publications.  Twentieth century publications to 1980.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Full catalogue records

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Nearly half are recorded on the NBD, with approximately 225,000 remaining to be converted.

10.  Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

Pre-AACR locally developed standards

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

40-50% on NBD

(Publications acquired after 1980 are recorded on the NBD)

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Access is on-site only.  Individual items may be considered for inclusion in digitisation projects and would therefore be Web-accessible.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

