Details of your library:

Name and address of Library:

State Library of New South Wales
Macquarie Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Type of online catalogue used by your library:

Innopac

Contact details of person completing this form:

Cheryl Grant, Senior Librarian, Cataloguing & Indexing Projects
email:  cgrant@slnsw.gov.au   ph; (02) 9273 1564

Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Rare Books and Special Collections

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Rare, valuable, or otherwise special material.  Incunabula and sixteenth century books,  contemporary source material on religious history, facsimilies of famous manuscripts, travel books particularly those with aquatint or lithography plates., illustrated bird and flower books, English county history and topography, English Parliamentary and other historical documents.

Australian material includes a significant collection of specialist books on literature and fine arts.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Some of these items may be the only copies in Australia.  Important examples in the history of printing and the book.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English, but a wide range of languages is represented.

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

24,000

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Monographs, serials, manuscripts,

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

Fifteenth- to twentieth century.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Full catalogue records.  Material in identified collections is listed.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Some titles are fully catalogued on Kinetica, and other material is catalogued on cards. 

10.  Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

Cards:  locally developed standards pre-dating AACR

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

There is a current, low priority project to convert this collection to Kinetica.  About half the collection originally on cards has been converted.  The hit rate has not been recorded as every record found has been edited.

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Access to this collection is onsite only.  

12. Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

These are the collections that comprise part of the RB collection and are listed in access guides:

· Vaughan and Van Manen Chess Collection:  400 titles

· Robbins Collection of Stage Magic and Conjuring: 900 titles

· Model School Library (a collection of books selected by SLNSW in the period 1939-1948 to form a model library for Australian schools) : 2,000 titles

· Sunday School Libraries: St. Matthias, Paddington and Bourke Street Congregational Sunday School libraries,  Nineteenth century to early twentieth century publications: 1700 titles

· Penguin Books Collection: 3,000 + titles, many first editions published between 1935 and 1979.

· Twentieth Century British Drama Collection: 4,000  titles

· Cervantes Collection: 1591 titles (includes 1100 different editions of Don Quixote in 50 languages)

· Donald MacPherson Collection of Fine Art & Literature

· Richardson Collection of Bibles

