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Name and address of Library:

State Library of New South Wales

Macquarie Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Type of online catalogue used by your library:

Innopac
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Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

State Reference Library Printed Book Collection, pre-1980.

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Records the printed book collections of the State Reference Library of New South Wales acquired before 1980.  Closed access reference and research collection.  Includes material across all classes of Dewey, with collection strength  in some classes at the Intermediate and Research levels of Australian Conspectus.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Collection is of state and national significance and an integral part of service delivery to public libraries and some specialist libraries.  Complements the State Library’s current reference collections accessible online.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

400,000

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Monographs, microforms, pamphlets, serials (closed titles)

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

Nineteenth and twentieth century publications to 1980.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Full catalogue records

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Records are on cards

10.  Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

Locally developed cataloguing standards, pre-dating AACR.

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

From previous retrospective conversion work on this collection approximately 50% of items are already recorded on the NBD.

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Yes, for most of this material.  Access may be limited by age, uniqueness and physical condition.  Requests may be referred for photographic copying, or microfrom reproduction.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

