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1. Title of collection:

Collections relating to Aboriginal Australian people and Torres Strait Islanders

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

The Library holds many formed collections of material in a number of formats relating to Aboriginal Australian peoples’ and Torrens Strait Islanders’ art, culture, history, ethnology and ethnography. As most of the collections are of largely unpublished material they now form part of the Archival Collections. Some of the collections are tiny, and only the more substantial ones are mentioned here:

· the Brandl Collection, 4 volumes of photographs of Aboriginal cave paintings

· the Robert Edwards Collection of over 2,000 photographs of Aboriginal cave paintings and rock engravings, together with accompanying tapes

· the R.G. Edwards Collection of photographs and slides of rock and cave painting

· the Gale Collection, photographs and sound recordings arising out of some Fay Gale’s research into Aboriginal ethnology and social conditions

· the McCaffrey Collection, 4,500 photographs and negatives of the work of Aboriginal artists in WA

· the Morley Collection, 28,000 children’s drawings, many by Aboriginal children in both rural and urban areas, the outcome of a project  of the late 1960s and early 70s to conduct research into the nature and potential of children’s art for educational assessment

· the Mountford-Sheard Collection of Ethnology, comprising over 40,000 items (photographs, slides, prints, charts, maps) and 50 volumes of field notes, together constituting Mountford’s life work of anthropological studies of Aboriginal communities in central, northwestern and northern Australia 

· the Nicol Collection, over 600 drawings, slides, prints and photographs of Aboriginal children’s art

· the Silberbauer Collection, over 2,000 slides and prints of Aboriginal communities at Ernabella

· the Spalding Collection, over 2,000 slides of Aboriginal schools and housing developments in the 1960s

· the Wallace Collection, slides, prints, sound recordings and a manuscript record of research into Aboriginal myths and male ethnography in the 1960s

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Taken together the scale and scope of the collections would have the potential to serve as a major national resource for research in the field of Aboriginal art, culture, ethnography and ethnology. However, at this stage many of the collections are unsorted and all but inaccessible; some preliminary work has been done but much more will be necessary before their  research potential can be realised.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

Probably English, but with some recorded Aboriginal languages as well 

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

ca. 100,000

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Photographs, slides, sound recordings, films, maps, manuscripts, drawings and other artwork, some published monographs

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

Most of the collections appear to have been formed in the 1950s and ‘60s, although parts of the Mountford-Sheard Collection date back much further, to the early part of the 20th c. Until further work has been done on sorting the collections it is impossible to say what the date range of material in the collections might be.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

By and large unsorted and uncatalogued, although some of the collections include indexes to their contents.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

There are some card files for parts of the Mountford-Sheard Collection, and may well be others for other collections.

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

N/A

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Not as yet. 

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Some of the material may be available for copying subject to the usual restrictions once it is in a state to be accessed.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

