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1. Title of collection:

J.D. Somerville Oral History Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

As the central repository for South Australian oral history, the collection is intended to provide an oral record of all aspects of the South Australian experience and particularly the experiences of those who have been poorly represented in traditional documentary records, such as the aged, women,  indigenous Australians, low income earners, people from non-English speaking backgrounds, and people from rural Australia.

The collection also acts as a general sound archive for other unpublished recordings including speeches, radio programs, musical performances and storytelling. 

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Potentially a major primary resource for research into South Australian social and cultural history.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

Predominantly English, but interviews with men and women of non-English background, sometimes in the interviewee’s first language, are a collection priority. Significant representation of Greek, Italian and Lithuanian.

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

3,500 recordings (4,000 hours)

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Sound recordings

7. Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:
Collection formed in 1987; includes material from 1904 onwards

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

All items in the collection are catalogued; about 50% have full records, the rest brief records only.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

All catalogue records are included in the Archival Database component of the Library’s OPAC.

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

USMARC, with a few non-standard tags; records are being gradually upgraded to LCSH/ABN.

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Not applicable as almost all of the material in the collection is unique.

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Access to copies of material from the collection would entail a review of the current document delivery policy, and would be subject to copyright and other restrictions, but might well be feasible.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

