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Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Mortlock Library Archival Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

The Mortlock Library Archival Collection contains private records of individuals, families, societies, business and other non-government organisations which are predominantly South Australian or have significant South Australian content. Such records may consist of or include letters, diaries, reminiscences, literary and research manuscripts, minutes, financial records, correspondence and other business/society records, maps, architectural drawings, films and videos.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

The Archival Collection is considered to be one of the major resources in the world for  research on South Australian political, social and cultural history and biography.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English, although active attempts are made to acquire archival material in other community languages

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

5,000 linear metres

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Manuscripts and other paper-based records, films, videotapes, maps,  posters, artefacts, posters, banners, floppy discs

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

The South Australian Archives were established in 1916. The Mortlock Library Archival Collection, comprising the private, as opposed to government, records component, was established as a separate collection in 1986.

The majority of items in the collection are from the 19th and 20th centuries, but older material is also held, with the earliest items dating from the 16th century.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

There is currently a processing backlog of archival acquisitions which is estimated to represent ca. 30 person years of work. Apart from this, there are full catalogue records for the material held in private, business and society records groups, some of which also have detailed series listing. Some of the individual items in the collection have only quite brief entries.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Record group entries are recorded on the library’s online Archival Database, a component of its OPAC; they are also included on the RAAM database. Many of the detailed series lists for these record groups are only available in paper-based format, although some for newer acquisitions are included in the Archival Database. Some of the individual items held in the Archival Collection are included in the Archival database, others are still recorded in a card catalogue.

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

OPAC records: USMARC, with a few non-standard tags; LCSH (but the majority of records do not yet contain subject headings).

Card records: very much local rules and subject headings

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Not applicable, as the material by its nature is unique, although some records were derived from the Guide to collections entries and added to ABN by the NLA a few years ago.

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Copying of specifically cited material only, subject to copyright, physical condition and any other restrictions applicable to the particular item or record group.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

