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Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Adelaide Circulating Library Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

The collection of Adelaide’s major subscription library lending service, as it stood at the time of the Circulating Library’s closure in 1975. Most of the titles are fiction of a popular nature, dating from the end of the last century  up until the late 1960s and early ‘70s. Some of the collection is divided into genres such as crime and detection, westerns and romances. There are runs of titles by novelists  such as Warwick Deeping, Elinor Mordaunt and Charles Morgan, extremely popular in their time but now little-known, and also some first editions by such well-known writers such as H.G. Wells and Norman Lindsay. There is also a collection of popular non-fiction of the late 19th and early 20th c., mainly on history, war, travel, biography and sport.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

Medium to high.  A collection of popular fiction, gathered and used over many years, can give the social historian valuable insights into the aspirations and interests of a particular community at particular times. Investigations undertaken by SSL staff at the time of the Circulating Library’s closure revealed no comparable collections, in terms of age and content, in Australia, and expert opinion from both academic and library circles was in favour of the collection being preserved and made accessible to researchers and students. 

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

ca. 40,000 titles

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Monographs

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

Age of collection: 25-100 years; date range: late 19th c. – early 1970s

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Brief author/title list only

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Cards

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

No specific cataloguing standard

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

No investigation has been carried out so far

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Probably, for the most part

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

