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Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Archival Pictorial Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

The Archival Pictorial Collection contains images in various formats of historical and contemporary life in South Australia. The collection is particularly strong in the coverage of geographic regions state-wide, views of the City of Adelaide, social gatherings, industry and farming, Australian Aboriginal people, transport, historical events and portraits of people from all walks of life. Images of the Northern Territory prior to 1912 are also included.

The main strength of the collection lies in its coverage of the period from the mid-nineteenth century to the 1930s, but it also contains many pre-1850 and post-1940 images. 

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

A major resource for research into aspects of South Australian social, cultural, political and economic life in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

4. Predominant language of the collection:

N/A

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

150,000 items

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Photographs, oils, watercolours, prints, drawings and sketches

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

The collection was established in 1912, and has been steadily expanded since, both by acquisition/donation of individual items and of formed collections. The majority of the collection dates from the 1850s until the present, but some earlier items are also included.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

The material is catalogued, although some records contain only brief information. 

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Over 80,000 items are recorded in the South Australiana Database, a component of the Library’s online catalogue. Of these, 54,000 records are linked to digitised images of the pictorial items, which are viewable from the SA Database using a web browser interface.

The remaining items in the collection are recorded on cards.

10.  Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

Online records: USMARC, LCSH

Card records: LCSH with local variations

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

No, because much of the material is unique. 

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

Copies of the items can be made available subject to copyright and any other restrictions that may have placed on formed collections or individual items.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

