Details of your library:

Name and address of Library:

State Library of South Australia

GPO Box 419

Adelaide  SA   5001

Type of online catalogue used by your library:

Innopac

Contact details of person completing this form:

Joyce Searle

Manager, Bibliographic & Technical Services

Ph. 08 82077285  email joyces@slsa.sa.gov.au

Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

The Cellarmaster Collection of Rare Wine Books

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

A collection of rare books and other printed material relating to grapegrowing, winemaking, distilling, the wine trade and wine consumption. The collection’s particular strengths are in books published before 1800 and books in languages other than English.

Nine of the items in the collection were published in France, Italy and Germany in the 16th c., the oldest dating back to 1549. A further 54 items in the collection were published before 1800. The collection also includes some rare post-1800 items, including a set of 8 Almanachs des gourmands published in Paris between 1810 and 1812.

The Cellarrmaster Collection is an important component of SSL’s collection of wine-related material – published, archival and ephemera – which together comprise the most extensive collection on the subject in the Southern hemisphere, possibly in the world. With the exception of the Cellarmaster Collection , and a handful of other titles, all of the published material is catalogued on the NBD.  

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

The Collection is potentially a national resource for researchers in the field of wine and viticulture history and related subjects.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

Predominantly English, but French, German and Latin are also well represented, with some titles in other European languages (Dutch, Portuguese and Italian) as well. 

5.  Approximate number of items in this collection:

Approximately 900 items

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Mainly printed books and pamphlets.

7.   Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

Age of collection: 10-50 years old; date range: 1549-1970s

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Brief author/title listings only

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Printed book catalogue

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

No specific cataloguing standards used

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

An ABN hit rate survey was done in 1992. It revealed quite a low percentage of matches, somewhere around 12-15%.

12. If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?
Copying only, subject to the usual restrictions and to the condition of the items in question.

 13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

