Collection details: State Library of Tasmania

1. Title of collection

Manuscript Collection. Launceston Local Studies Collection

2. Detailed description of subject matter and nature of Collection

The Collection consists of business and organisational records, as well as personal papers, which relate to the history and development of Launceston and the surrounding region of Northern Tasmania.  They cover the period from approximately 1830 to the present.  It covers all aspects of human activity – business and commerce, education, religion, shipping, agricultural and pastoral industries, exploration and mining, the sciences (esp. botany, zoology and geology), health and medicine, and the arts.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?

Please provide details:

Researchers working on any aspect of the history of Launceston and Northern Tasmania would need to consult the Manuscript Collection inventories.  There are unique sources in the collection.

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English

5. Approximate number of items in the Collection:

There are 150 metres of manuscripts in the collection.  There are approximately 300 separate tiles, some are single volumes or folders, while others consist of 2-3 metres of material.

6. Format of items in the collection

Mainly unpublished, original documents; a small number of items are photocopies of originals held elsewhere.  Some are handwritten, while others are typescript or computer-generated.  Pictorial materials are added to the Picture Collection, and linked by cross references to the Manuscript Collection.

7. Approximate age of Collection and date ranges of publications:
The materials range from ca. 1830 to the present.

8. Is the material uncatalogued?  Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

No entries have yet been added to the State Library’s automated catalogue, TALIS.  Approx. 60% of titles have a brief Creator/Title entry in the loose-leaf  Launceston Local Studies Manuscript Catalogue.  We hope to add the remaining 30% this year.

There are detailed inventories of the more important items in the Collection.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?
No.  There is a loose-leaf typewritten catalogue.

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?
Based on the MARC standards for archives and manuscripts.

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the Collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what % did your investigation reveal?

Unique material

12. If recorded through the NBD would your library support access to this material through Interlibrary Loan?

No.  The State Library of Tasmania does not normally lend material from its Heritage Collections.

13. Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

