Collection details: State Library of Tasmania

1. Title of collection:

Performing Arts Ephemera Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

Ephemeral material relating to the performing arts in Tasmania. Includes material collected by the State Library as well as the separate JWB Murphy Collection, comprising 385 programs for performances mainly at Hobart’s Theatre Royal, c.1860-1960.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research? Please provide details:

High value. Provides a greater breadth and depth of coverage of professional and amateur activity in the performing arts in Tasmania than any other collection. (c.f. the National Library of Australia’s collection, which holds material relating only to professional performances.)

4. Predominant language of the collection:

English.

5. Approximate number of items in this collection:

c. 10,000 items

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Ephemera (programs, posters, handbills)

7. Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

c. 1830s-present

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Brief records in a card index for material acquired up to 1991. Material acquired since then (but which dates from 1862 to the present) is recorded in a Microsoft Excel database which will, in the next year, be cleaned up and transferred to Microsoft Access. The separate Murphy Collection has a typed list of contents arranged alphabetically by venue and chronologically within each venue.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or on local online systems?

See above.

10. Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

N/A

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD? Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

Ephemera. Unlikely to have been catalogued on the NBD.

12. If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

No.  The State Library of Tasmania does not normally lend material from its Heritage Collections.

13. Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

