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Collection details:

1. Title of collection:

Australian Manuscripts Collection

2. Detailed description of the subject matter and nature of the collection:

· Scope of the collection is very broad. Some of the strengths are:

· The discovery, exploration and settlement of Victoria by Europeans

· Records of immigrants and travellers to Victoria

· The labour movement and Labor parties

· Church records, especially of the Congregational Union of Victoria

· Service by Victorians in the Australian defence forces

· Social welfare, especially relating to children

· The records of individuals and associations active in literature and in the fine and performing arts

· Life on the Victorian goldfield

.

3. What is your assessment of the value of this collection for research?  Please provide details:

One of the most significant collections in Australia for the study of Australian history.

4.Predominant language of the collection:

English

5.Approximate number of items in this collection:

Over 4000 linear metres of material, organised into approximately 13 000 sub-collections.

6. Format of items in this collection: (i.e. monographs, microform, ephemera, maps, music, pamphlets, etc.):

Mostly unpublished textual material.

7. Approximate age of collection and date ranges of publications:

The Manuscripts Collection began in the 1870’s. Material dates from the earliest days of European settlement in Victoria and is still being added to.

8. Is the material uncatalogued? Are there brief catalogue records or full catalogue records for the material?

Mostly catalogued or listed in pre-accession registers. Full catalogue records on the NBD for 3000 of the 13 000 sub-collections.

9. Are catalogue records on cards or local online systems?

Estimated 10 000 collection level records on cards, many with detailed finding lists.

10.  Cataloguing standards used (eg. AACR, LCSH, LC Authorities, MARC)?

AACR, LCSH

11. If you are a member of ABN/Kinetica, have you investigated the extent to which records for items in the collection are already on the NBD?  Approximately what percentage did your investigation reveal?

SLV holdings have been added to all the relevant NBD records for microfilmed material in the Manuscripts Collection (such as Australian Joint Copying Project and Pacific Manuscripts Bureau microfilm).

The unpublished collections are unique, so there are no records on the NBD.

12.  If recorded on the NBD would your library support access to this material through inter library loan?

No.

13.  Is there any other information you wish to add that would assist in the assessment of the research value of this collection?

Refer to the Collection Development Policy.

