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Re:	Proposed plan for enhancements: Interim report  

Based on suggestions presented in EPC exhibits 134-23.4.1, 134-23.4.2, and 134-23.4.3, plus input from the EDUG IT Working Group, EPC, and colleagues elsewhere, we have assembled the following plan for implementing WebDewey enhancements for consideration at Meeting 134.

User contribution of content / Number-building assistance
We have scheduled a series of meetings with the German National Library during the month of May to develop the specification cooperatively for user-contributed content. Number-building assistance, as a required module for user-contributed content, will be part of the discussions as well. We will report on the proposed design during EPC Meeting 134.

Identification and improved display of built numbers in the hierarchy
At the suggestion of the German National Library and the National Library of Sweden, we will add a symbol to identify built numbers in the hierarchical display (similar to how they are marked in search results). We have decided to adopt the same puzzle piece used in MelvilSearch in both locations. On the database side, we plan to add interim numbers in the hierarchy to improve the display of long lists of built numbers.  For example, we will add a record for 338.4762 Engineering industries to introduce a long display of built numbers (22) beginning with 338.4762.

Strategies for dead links in number-building instructions
In WebDewey 1.0, virtual spans in number-building instructions without corresponding class records were linked to the next available class number in the hierarchy.  Such links in WebDewey 2.0 are currently dead ends; as a short-term measure, we will remove the underlining from those numbers to indicate that they are not hyperlinked.  The EDUG IT Working Group recommended against implementing the WebDewey 1.0 strategy.  We plan to explore a strategy on the database side, perhaps one based on the introduction of explicit records for the spans.
 
User interface preferences: Browse/Search
At the suggestion of the National Library of Sweden, we will add Browse as a user-controlled preference for the default opening Search box. We will also add Advanced Search as a user-controlled preference in lieu of the simple opening screen and allow to set the default browse mode (to either Browse Relative Index or Browse Dewey Numbers).

History of numbers 
We will integrate history information based 685 fields, which will be used to drive (1) the display of concept history in the context of a single class, and (2) a notification feature to alert users about recent changes within a user-specified period of time or date threshold. History functionality will be available at first only through the GUI.

Indication of notes in the upward hierarchy 
We will implement an algorithm that includes icons in the hierarchical display of a class number to alert user of applicable notes from the upward hierarchy.

User control of hierarchical displays
Users will be able to control how many levels of the downward hierarchy should be displayed, either interactively in the hierarchy display or generally through a user-controlled preference.

Display of terminology from more than one language as a subscription option
Users will have the option to include terms from the Relative Index and other vocabularies in more than one language, allowing them to see, e.g., German and English Relative Index terms at the same time. The additional terminology will be provided through the distribution server.

Print view
Based on a suggestion by the German National Library, we will explore provision of an optional print view, which will allow a limited number of classes to be displayed in a similar layout as in the print edition. However, the aim is not to produce a facsimile, but to support a different form of “sequential” browsing. Also, printing of paper copies will be limited or prohibited.
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