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The IT Working Group of the European DDC Users’ Group (EDUG) discussed the attached paper during the EDUG meeting on April 8 in Stockholm.  The group generally agreed with the proposals in the context of the MARC 21 formats, but expressed concern that the encoding methods might not be able to cover all circumstances.

Registry of DDC Editions

Discussion paper from Dewey Editorial Team

March 25, 2011

Elise Conradi (National Library of Norway) wrote to us with the following query:
I am writing today with a completely different question. We are becoming increasingly aware of the importance of registering the correct Dewey edition in MARC bibliographic records. In the Norwegian MARC-dialect (NORMARC), indicator 1 in field 082 is used to indicate whether the document is classified using the full DDC (0), the abridged DDC (1), DDK (2) or Arneson (3) and subfield $2 is used to specify which edition was used. For example:

082 0^ $a630.23$219
The document is classified using DDC 19.edition. 

082 41 $a630.23$23
The document is classified using Arnesen, 3. edition.
BIBSYS (the library vendor for the National Library and most academic libraries in Norway) has announced that it will begin using MARC 21 in the near future (I’m not exactly sure when), and there is ongoing discussion concerning whether NORMARC should be replaced by MARC 21 in the rest of the Norwegian library sector as well. 

Which brings us to our problem: As far as we can tell, there is no way to register that a document has been classified using the DDK or Arneson in MARC 21. Do you have any suggestions as to how we can solve this?

This paper proposes a strategy for handling DDC editions across languages.  It is presented in the context of $2 in the MARC 21 formats, but can be modified to handle edition information in other settings, e.g., the MARC language codes can be replaced by ISO language codes.  

The MARC Format for Bibliographic Data supports the following coding for DDC editions in the 082 field with similar coding in the 083 field:
082 Dewey Decimal Classification Number

	First Indicator
Type of edition
0 - Full edition
1 - Abridged edition
	Second Indicator
Source of classification number
# - No information provided
0 - Assigned by LC
4 - Assigned by agency other than LC




	
	

	Subfield Codes

	$a - Classification number (R)
$b - Item number (NR)
$m - Standard or optional designation (NR)
$q - Assigning agency (NR)
	


Note: In a separate paper, we have recommended addition of 1st indicator 8 (other) to the 082 field and other DDC number fields in the MARC 21 formats.

For discussion purposes, we will use the novel by the Norwegian author Jon Fosse, Det er Ales.

The English-language standard editions of the DDC (in print or electronic form) are coded as follows:
082 00 $a 839.82/374 $2 22

(DDC 22 [full edition] assigned by LC)

082 10 $a 839.82 $2 14


(Abridged Edition 14 assigned by LC)
082 84 $a 839.82 $2 5/nor $q[assigning agency]
(number assigned using Norwegian 
DDK5)

082 04 $a 839.82374  $2 22 $q[assigning agency]  (number assigned in Norway using DDC 22)

082 04 $a 839.82374 $2 22/swe
 $q[assigning agency] (number assigned using Swedish mixed translation of DDC 22)

082 04 $a 839.82374 $2 22/ger
 $q[assigning agency] (number assigned using German translation of DDC 22)

The proposed DDC Registry of Editions follows:

English-language standard editions


$2 [edition number]

Translations of English-language standard editions
$2 [edition number/MARC language code]

Translations not directly tied to English-language 
$2 [edition number or other 
standard editions




identifier/MARC language code]

Implications for Dewey URIs

Dewey URIs contain the same information, but different labels for type of edition and ISO codes instead of MARC language codes.  We propose to add “x” to represent “other” editions.
Category





Example
English-language standard editions


http://dewey.info/class/6/e22/about








http://dewey.info/class/6/a14/about

Translations of English-language standard editions          http://dewey.info/class/6/e22/about.de
Translations not directly tied to English-language
http://dewey.info/class/6/x5/about.no
editions
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