EPC 134-25.4.3
Display of captions in 083
We strongly welcome consideration and discussion of the display of captions in the bibliographic format. We would like to stress that we prefer the captions being handled as information in subfields of 083 and 085. The captions are not subject headings, and they should not be treated as such. Many captions need their hierarchy to be meaningful, while subject headings are always meaningful on their own. Many captions are practically useless as access points (e.g. Inflated ball driven by foot) while subject headings are formulated to function as access points.

When looking into the display of captions in the bibliographic format, it would be a good idea to review the captions in themselves too. When displayed together with bibliographic records incomplete captions that need to be read together with their superordinate classes are a problem. Colonial period, 1535-1821, the heading of 972.803, makes no sense without the heading of 972.8, Central America. One solution could be more explicit headings in general, another having two versions of the headings, where one would be designed for hierarchical views and one for views without the hierarchy.
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