
Editorial policy committee Meeting Report to Australian Committee on Cataloguing

Meeting 131 held at OCLC, Columbus, Ohio, June 10-12 2009.
The meeting was chaired by EPC Vice-Chair Anne Robertson (Australian Committee on Cataloguing).  EPC Chair Caroline Kent (British Library) and new EPC member Jonathan Furner (UCLA [formerly DDC assistant editor and creator of 025.431: The Dewey blog]) were unable to attend in person, but e-mailed voluminous comments that were considered by the Committee during the meeting.

The Committee was pleased to welcome Michael Panzer in his new role as an Assistant Editor to replace the inimitable Winton Matthews, who officially retired in January 2009 after a long and distinguished career dating from April Fool’s Day 1985. Despite his ‘retirement’ Winton is still giving the benefit of his experience and wisdom to the Classification in the role of Consultant from time to time.

Michael is no stranger to Dewey, he has merely changed roles, and the Committee welcomes him in his new position as Assistant Editor, and were particularly grateful for his contributions to the rather complex subject of modern music styles in our continuing discussions of the 780 Music Classification, which has been a continuing topic over  several recent meetings.
As usual, the Meeting had a very full proposed agenda, featuring some 52 proposed items: some of these were postponed until Meeting 32 in November of this year, and certain of them deferred for final discussions and decisions at a supplementary electronic meeting to take place in August.

The Committee was presented with the full version of Table 1 (Standard Subdivisions) for review. The provision to use T1—0286 Waste technology to represent green technology was deferred for further consideration at Meeting 132 in November.  It is expected that the editors will have more to say about this provision once the ripple effects throughout the classification are fully sorted out.  (It is worth noting that even the most innocuous proposed changes within the schedules frequently have quite unexpectedly perverse effects at times, and this can lead to serious rethinking of proposed improvements). 
While examining Table 2 (Geographic Areas, Historical Periods, Persons), EPC looked mostly to the past in reviewing provisions for the ancient world in T2—3.  Some of the ancient world proposals have implications for the modern world versions of the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions, Asia Minor, and Turkey.  The Committee explored the implications and shortcomings of each of the proposals-- including the suggestions and reservations of our corresponding members and the various translation teams--concluding that there was no ideal solution and that considering the longevity of the Roman Empire and the underlying structure of the classification, built as it is on literary warrant, the proposal approved unanimously by the Committee was appropriate. 
The Editorial Policy Committee also approved a number of adjustments to German administrative units which were proposed by colleagues at Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, as well as the placement of the Barents Sea region, North Calotte, and Sápmi (Lapland).  The Committee approved the full version of Table 3 (Subdivisions for the Arts, for Individual Literatures, for Specific Literary Forms), and an expansion for Hakka (Han Chinese who speak Hakka dialect) in Table 5 (Ethnic and National Groups).
The Committee also approved updates to the following schedules: 004-006 Computer science, 200 Religion, 300 Social sciences, 301-307 Sociology and anthropology, 320 Political science, 330 Economics, 340 Law, 400 Language, 610 Medicine and health, 780 Music, 800 Literature, and 960 History of Africa. 

Preliminary versions of 640 Home and family management, 690 Buildings, 710 Civic and landscape art, and 720 Architecture were also presented to the Committee for discussion and comment. We expect to see these Exhibits with further refinements in the near future for final approval prior to inclusion in the next edition of the Classification.  The Committee also recommended that proposed changes to sewing and clothing sections of 646 be posted as soon as possible after the meeting for outside comment.

The Committee also reviewed a preliminary proposal for updates to sections of 372.3-372.8 Elementary education in specific subjects.  In addition to comments from members and observers on the private EPC mailing list, EPC’s deliberations were also enriched by reports from the working groups associated with the European DDC Users’ Group (EDUG) in the areas of law, education, archaeology, and technical issues. Many of these issues have been the subject of continuing discussions over a number of meetings as the Committee grapples with ways and means to harmonize quite different developments and traditions within these disciplines in such a way that the essential nature of the Dewey Decimal Classification is not unduly compromised, while at the same time accommodating different philosophies of learning and tradition adequately within the Classification.  While the English version is the standard Dewey publication, it has so far been possible to accommodate local needs without unacceptable compromises or distortions, and the Committee is grateful for the contributions of its translation partners and corresponding members to the enhancement and enrichment of the Classification.
The Committee scheduled an electronic meeting to take place during the month of August to follow-up minor issues in 400, 710, and 780, and further explore the meaning of the term ‘encompassing’ in the Dewey Decimal Classification, as some members found this term confusing for some reason.

EPC reviewed several research initiatives from the OCLC Office of Research and the Dewey editorial team, plus the latest draft specification for Dewey Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs).  

The Committee also formally advised OCLC of some concerns it had relating to an apparent conflict between the provision of certain information to institutions gratis, while at the same time to charging for other services provided. The Committee noted that while it was supportive of providing support to institutions without adequate funding, and that access to quality information whatever the source was highly desirable, it was also aware that without adequate commercial funding maintenance of the Dewey Decimal Classification was not viable in the long term. The Committee therefore advised that clarification of what could be provided without charge and what services could only be supplied for a fee needed to be negotiated as soon as possible. 
The Committee was provided with an update on the new Editorial support System, scheduled at that time to go live on July 5. Whether it is live at the moment remains unclear to me, although there is a quite interesting article about it by Rebecca Green in the Blog.

The August Meeting 131A has recently concluded and all proposed clarifications and minor changes were unanimously approved by the Committee’s voting members. Meeting 132 will be held November 16-17, 2009, at the Library of Congress.

Anne M. Robertson

Deputy Chair
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